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| # © HE extenfive Bracice’ in which you ™e 
have been long engaged, and che® 
many ufeful improvements, founded on — 
experience, which you have introduced 
into Surgery, defervedly raife you. to a an | 
: ‘eminent rank in your profeffion. 
2 This alone would induce um pragi- 
, tioner to court the honour of your 
tection to his firft” publ 
_ might juttly be accufet 
he did not alfo feiz 
. has acknowledsg 
and of exprefli 
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an opportunity, not only of aberying 
your practice in Surgery, but of becoming : 
acquainted with the principles and opi- 


f, #s nions by: which ic was directed. — 


we To. render: thefe fentimemts of my re- 
fpe& and gratitude as public as they are 
fincere, was my only * view in this addrefs. 
‘To fay more, or to affume the ufual lan- 
guage of dedication, would, | know, be 
-_offenfive to you. Permit me to add, that 
dam, with great Sees 
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‘Yout obliged, sD 
an iy And obedient eile fervants, + ios 
pis BENJAMIN BELL, 


EpinsuRGH, Jan. 206 : 
1784: } 
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CY INCE the commencement of the prefent cen 
tury very confiderable improvements have 
been made both in Medicine and in Surgery. The 
latter particularly, during the courfe cf this pes 
riod, feems to have been enriched with more real 
knowledge than it was ever before poffeffed of. 
From this confideration, it may poilibly be als 
leged by fome, that nothing new can now be ofs 
fered on the fubje& of Surgery 5 ; and therefore, 
that any farther publication in that line muft, in, 
fome meafure, be fuperfluous.. Although much, 
however, has been written, and a great deal of 
light thrown upon the principal and more leading 
parts of Surgery; yet ftill, from lefs attention ha- 
ving been. paid to fome of its branches, there are. 
many chirurgical difeafes which are neither fo 
well underftood, nor fo accurately treated, as we 
might otherwile have expected.. 
This feems,; in a great meafure, to 
irom sae ae and aii, 


plaints not aera fo His st thas 
naturally prevenies: Ppracuboners | from pays ying toe 


certainly deiiferes “es re ys | 
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And in ae) ater of this, ical the real 
operative part of the profeflion is, in general, car- 
ried toas great perfection as it may probably ever 
attain; yet Surgeons daily meet with diforders 
which bafile all their ingenuity ; by their failure” 
in which, not only their own private reputation, 
but that of the art in general, fuffers more than 


_ can be ever compenfated by any temporary eclat 


_ from an operation. 

Many cgmplaints might Be enumerated, which 
have fuffered from fuch negle&t ; but none, it is 
prefumed, are in gencrallefs underftood than fome 
of thofe which make the fubjects of the following 
Effays.. The theory and treatment of ulcers efpe- 
cially, although a great deal has been written con . 
cerning them, are flill very defective :' The de- 
fcriptions given of them by authors are fo tedious, 


_and the diftin€tions fo ‘complicated and various, 


that, toa young practitioner particularly, it is no 
either to ‘comprehend rightly fuch — 
or te Sue nigel different remiedies 


bait impofible: to 
meses re- 


: 00 ; re aent 
~ adopted, . 
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adopted, sist beirig examined into 5. whereas 
a little attention would render it evident, that few 
publications on this fubject, which have appeared 
for perhaps a century paft, contain any thing new, 
the practice pointed out by all of them being in ge- 
neral merely copied by one author from bifether: 

It was this, together with my meeting with more 
frequent difappointments im the cure of ulcers 
than of any other complaint, which made me firft 
pay more particular attention to their manage- 
ment. Inconfequence of which, foundamuch __ 
lefs complicated treatment than had been gene- 
rally recommended, prove more efficacious, and 
a great deal of trouble faved thereby both to my 
patients and myfelf. How far the fame methods 

-may with others be found’to fucceed, I thal! not 
pretend to fay: This, however, | mutt obferve;. 
that there is nothing recommended in the follow. 
ing theets, but what has been abet by re- 
peated experience, ! 
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1 am far from imagining, bowed ate 
thing 1 have to advance, eithe er exh 
ject, or renders farther’ im yrovements in it unnes 
ceflary. But whatever | deficiences the prefent 
publication may labe jour under, this advantage 
may at leaft be expected from i ib that it will point 
: laterial branch of Surgery, which 
for a long time. has been- very much neglected ; 

a fubjeét, too, that ftill deferves their attention, 
| ok 4 its and 
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and in sack many ufeful improvements are ° "yet 
probably to be made. __ E 
The treatife on inflammation and its confe. 
quences, was read, feveral years ago, before the . 
College of Surgeons of this place; and as it was 
approved of by fome' of my friends, I now infert 
it here with fome additions and alterations: As 
many of the obfervations, too, relating to inflam- 


mation, apply with equal propriety to different 


circumftances of ulcers, the confideration of that 


. fubject could not, it was prefumed, be any where 


more properly introduced. 
White fwellings of the joints is another ¢ com- 


_ plaint in the treatment of which we are exceed- 


ingly deficient; and I am forry to obferve, that © 
what I have to offer upon it does not tend fo 
much to its farther elucidation as 1 could have — 
withed, But no regular account having ever been 
given of white fwellings; and as I have had many 


2 opportunities, both of feeing fuch complaints 
| treated i 


the ordinary way, and of diffecting the 
difeafed joints after amputation; I thought it might 
prove acceptable to the reader to havea fullaccount 
iD Beis as well as of the 


be 


of the practice employeds 
obfervations I have made in diffeGions. This I 
have endeavoured accurately to do; but having 
nothing altogether fatisfactory to. communicate 
on the method of cure, prolixity on any other part 
of the fubje& would not, I: know, to the genera- 
lity of pra€titioners, prove very acceptable. 
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_ » T mutt here obferve, however, that although 
nothing very material be pointed out in the treat- 
ment of the more inveterate fpecies of white fwell- 
ing; yet the diftinction propofed to be eftablifh- 
ed, of fuch diforders, into two diftin& {pecies, ‘is 
‘a matter of no inconfiderable importance. Swell. 
ings of this nature are evidently produced by two 
fets of very different caufes; the one occafioning 
a difeafe which will probably be always confider- 
ed as incurable; and the other a complaint wae 
may as not only be palliated, but eve 
completely carried off. Practitioners ought sts 
fore, in all fuch diforders, to be as accurate as 
poffible in diftinguifhing the different caufes which 
appear to have produced them; and not indifcri- 
minately to confider every cafe of white {welling 
as incurable, and to proceed accordingly, as is 
generally done, to immediate amputation. 
As the former editions of this work have met 
with a very favourable reception, I have confi- 
dered it as a duty which I owe to t DF public to 
do all in my power to render t 1s tht 
it as correé& as poflible : Much 1 pains ae Tee 
fore been beftowed upon it; a good deal of new 
matter is now introduced; ; every late improvement 
‘relating to the fubieéts treated of is taken notice 
_ of; and to the whole a copious Index is added. 
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5 cate is, in eiey difor= 
ders, and efpecially in Wounds, 
Contufions, and Ulcers, the moft trouble- 
fome fymptom with which Surgeons have 


to contend, an paeteigarion of its canfes, 
B. of 
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of the circumftances attending it, and of 
thé method of treatment beft adapted to. 
its removal, naturally occurs as an object 
of importance: And this is accordingly a 


- fofficient reafon for its confideration being 


introduced as one of the firft articles in 
every chirurgical differtation. 
Inflammation, it is well known, is a dif- 


- order to which every organifed part of the 


body is liable. But, as its attacks upon 
the internal parts are generally attended 
with fymptoms, the treatment of which 
‘snore properly belongs to the province of 
Medicine, we do not at prefent intend to 
enter imto the difcuffion of thefe; but 
merely to confider the complaint, with its 
feveral confequences, as it is moft fre-— 
quently obferved to occur externally. And, 
as the greateft part of the phenomena thas 
in general attend it, will be underftood © 
from the confideration of phlegmon or lo- 
cal inflammation, we propofe more par- 
ticularly to confine our obfervations to - 
that fpecies of the diforder. 


‘» 4 re 
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G41.) Of the Symptoms and T erminations id 
| Phlegmon. 


- PHLEGMON is a term ‘commonly applied 

to a circumf{cribed tumor, attended with, 
heat, rednefs, tenfion, and a throbbing © 
pain. Thefe are the firft appearances ob- 
ferved in every cafe of phleemon; and 
when they are flight, and the part affe@ted 
is of no great extent, they have commonly - 
_ very little, and fometimes no apparent, in= 
fluence on the general fyftem. But, when 
they are more confiderable, and the in- 
flammation becotnes extenfive, a full, 
quick, and generally a hard pulfe cakes 
place; and the patient, at the fame time, 
complains of univerfal heat, thirft, and o- 
ther fymptoms of fever. 

If, either by’ an effort of nature, or by 
the application of proper remedies, the 
pain, heat, and tenfion, are. Temoved, the 
other fymptoms we have mentioned, and. 
which in a great meafure or altogether 
depended on thefe, likewife abate, and the 
patient foon gets well. This is reckoned 
the firlt, 08 is generally the moft defire- 

Ce i Sa | able, 
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able, mode of termination, and is termed 
Refolution. bch cclmh 
_ If, however, in the courfe of a rent time, 
ee notwithftanding the application of 
the ufwal remedies, the feveral fymptoms 
of heat, pain, and rednefs, inftead of di- 
minifhing rather increafe; if the febrile 
fymptoms are likewife augmented, and 
the tumour gradually acquires a larger 
fize, turns foft, fomewhat prominent in 
the middle, or towards its moft depending 
part, gets a clear fhining: appearance, and 
becomes lefs painful; the different. fym-= 
coms of fever then abate, anda fluid, upon 
preffure, is found to fuuate underneath, 
This is another manner in which inflamma- 
tion terminates, and is called Suppuration, 
But if the pain, rednefs, and tenfion of 
the part increafe, while the fullnefs of pulfe 
and other febrile fymptoms are augmented , 
at the fame time that there is little change 
in the tumor in point of fize, there is then 
- great reafon to fufpe@ that Gangrene or 
Mortification will foon take place. | 
Mortification firft appears by:a change 
7 ra of 
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of colour in the part affected, which, from 
being of a bright red, comes to acquire a 
leaden orlivid caft, while fmall veficles con- 
taining a thin acrid ferum are difperfed 
over its furface—the pain abates—the pulfe © 
finks—but continues: frequent—the tu- 
mor at laft lofes its tenfenefs—turns quite 
black and flaccid—and fo terminates in: a 
real mortified or dead {pot. 
Thefe are the feveral ordinary confe- 
quences of inflammation. By many au- 
thors, however, another diforder has been 
treated of as one of its terminations, viz. 
Scirrhus. But although that complaint 
does, perhaps, in fome in{tances, fucceed to 
inflammation, yet it.is far from being a 
common confequence of it: fo that, cho’ 
inflammatory affections may juftly enough 
be mentioned as one of the many exciting 
caufes of Scirrhus, yet the confideration of 
that diforder can never with propriety, it 
is prefumed, be introduced i ina treatife on 
Inflammation. — | | 

The different appearances fe gene= 
ne occur in phlegmon being thus pointed 
; Lbs. outs 
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put, together nee the manner in which 
_ they ufually terminate, we {hall now pro- 


ceed to the confideration of the moft fre- 


_ quent exciting caufes of the diforder, and 
” Vikewife of that’ which appears moft pro- 
- bably to be the immediate or proximate 


caufe; and fhall conclude with the prog- 
nofis, and method of treatment adapted to 
the feverel modes in which the difeafe is 
found to terminate. 


S 2. Of the exciting ‘aed predifpofing eae of 
Inflammation. 


Tye exciting caufes of inflammation, 
are in general \ whatever tend to {timulate, 


er to produce pain and irritation: Such - 


as wounds of all kinds, whether fimple, la~ 
cerated, or punétured, and with whatever 


inftrument they may be produced—alfo 


bruifes and burns, whether by the actual 
or potential cautery—likewife all corrofive 
and irritating applications, as the different 
ftrong acids, cantharides, and all the clafs 


of rubefacientia. Ligatures may likewife 
be mentioned, and tumors that act as li- 


gatures 


a 
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| gatures by producing an undue compref-. 


fion on any of the blood-veflels and nerves; 
as alfo, violent exercife of any particular ° 
a Aa | 


member, and cold a to 
part. 


ethers which tend to produce the farie ef 
fet, which we are to confider entirely as 
of an internal kind; fuch are the different 
- -vitiated ftates of the. fluids, excited by the 
prefence of morbid matters of different 
kinds, as thofe of Lues Venerea, Small 
Pox, Meafles, and Scrophula. — Fevers ‘too 
that end in critical inflammations and 


a 


.Thefe are the poe common. ental 
caufes of phlegmon: but there are fome 


confequent abfcefles, feem likewife to ad 


in thefame manner. 
‘Under one or other of thefe heads are 
oom eishien teal we prefume, almoft all 


_ the exciting caufes of inflammation. oie i 


not improper, however, here, to obferve, 


that there are other caufes which with pro- 


priety may be faid to be. of the predif- 
pofing kind ; by tending to produce fuch 
a flate of the fyitem, as renders it more 


B 4. fut- 


SL eee ‘ts a 


| 7) Of the Symptomsand Part I, 


ie fuiceptible of inflammatory complaints 
than naturally it ought to be. The moft 

remarkable of thefe, is, a full plethoric 
habit of body, induced either by a very 
nourifhing diet, or by want of exercife; or, 
«perhaps, by a combination of both. Thefe 
- diforders, too, are obferved to be more fre= 
quent in young than in old people, and in, 
men more than in women, 


§ 3. Of the proximate Caufe of Inflammation. 


Various opinions have been delivered 
with refpect to the proximate caufe of in- 
flammation: many of which, by not having 
much probability to fupport them, have 
never been generally admitted; and ‘others, 
after having prevailed for a time, have at 
Jaft too been rejected. | 

The doGrine on this fubje@, which for. 
fome years has prevailed in this Univerfity, 
as it readily accounts for the aGtion of the 
feveral: exciting caufes of Inflammation, 
for the effects of the diforder, and for 
the operation of the medicines employed 
in the cure, will in future be probably 

con= 
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confidered as explaining with moft clear- 
nefs the proximate caufe of all inflame - 
matory affections. — 3 
From’ obferving the different pheno- 
mena which occur in inflammation, an in- 
creafed ation in the veflels of the part af- 
fected feems in every cafe evidently to take 
place; and as from an increafed aétion in 
the arteries of a part, all the circumftances 
of inflammation are eafily. explained, we 
are induced, therefore, to confider fuch a 
{tate of the veffels as the proximate caufe 
of the diforder. 2 ; 
_ This opinion, as we hive already enter: 
ved, is greatly fupported from a review of 
the feveral exciting caufes of inflammation; | 
which being in general of an irritating or 
ftimulating nature, their application to any 
living or fenfible parts muft of courfe be 
always attended with a preternatural exer~ 
tion of the veffels in fuch parts. Thus, to 
reafon from analogy, we obferve, that 
fternutatories applied to the internal mem- 
brane of the nofe—the aliments to the fto- 
mach and inteftines—and the blood to the 
interna! 
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internal furfaces of the veflels, all ferve 
as fo many ftimulants to action in thefe 
different parts; and, in the fame manner, 
corrofive or other irritating fubftances, 
when applied to the coats of the arteries, 
naturally in them produce the fame | piers 
as in other mufcular organs. _ 

We thus in a very probable manner ac- 
count for the action of all dire& ftimu- 
Jants in the production of inflammation, 
It frequently happens, however, that in- 
flammation takes place when the applica- 
tion of ftimulants, or irritating fubftances, 
cannot in any degree be fufpected. In 
fuch cafes, the increafed action of the ar- 
teries, and of the heart when it occurs, | 
feems to be fupported by a {pafm or con- 
{triction of. the extreme -veflels, either of a 
particular part, or of the general fyfiem. 
And hence, from the known tonic. or 
aftringent power of cold, we account for 
the frequent occurrence of inflammatory 
_ affeGiions in our cold feafons of winter 

and fpring; and hence, too, the throat 
and lungs are more efpecially fubject to 
diforders 
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diforders attended withinflammation, from 
thefe parts being more particularly liable 
to the immediate aétion of cold. : 
Dr Cullen, who confiders fpafm as the 
fole proximate caufe of inflammation, 
when treating of this fubject, fays, “ That 
a {pafm of the extreme veflels takes place 
in inflammation, is prefumed from what © 
is at the fame time the ftate of the whole 
arterial fyftem. In all confiderable inflam- 
mations, though arifing in one part only, 
an affection is communicated to the whole 
fyftem; in confequence of which, an.in- 
flammation is readily produced ip other | 
parts befides that firft affected. This gene- 
ral affection is well known to phyficians, 
under the name of Diathefis Phlogiflica. 
It moft commonly appears in perfons of 
the moft rigid fibres; is often manifeftly: 
- induced by the tonic or aftringent power. 
of cold; is increafed by all tonic and fti- 
mulant powers applied to the body ; i is al- 
ways attended by a hardnefs of the pulfe; 
and is moft effectually taken off by the 
relaxing power of. blood-letting. From 
Ye , - thefe 
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thefé circumftances, it is probable, that 
the diathefis phlogitftica confifts in an in- 
creafed tone, or contractility, and perhaps 
‘contraGion, of the mufcular fibres of 8 
whole arterial fyftem *. ‘ 

An increafed aétion in the veffels of a 
part, being admitted as the proximate 
caufe of inflammation, we can pretty cer- 
tainly account for the operation of the 
feveral predifpofing caufes; and upon the 
fame fappofition may be explained the 
different fymptoms which occur in the 
courfe of the diforder. 

Thus the increafed action of an artery, 
by forcing or propelling into the fmaller 
fets of veflels, red globules, and other denfe 
parts of the blood which they cannot eafily 
tran{mit, very readily accounts for the red~ 
nefs, tumor, tenfion, and throbbing pain, 
which occur im every cafeof phlegmon: As 
likewife in fome meafure for the angmen- — 
tation of heat, which increafed attrition | 
mutt in fuch cafes always produce. It is 
aaa! ci Si that the accumulation 

of 
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of animal-heat' alone, which muft neécef- 
farily arife from a larger proportion of 
blood being fent to a part than what na~ 
turally it fhould receive, ‘will have a con- 
fiderable influence in the benmipien of 
an increafed degree of heat. 

The method of cure, as we have already 
obferved, tends alfo to confirm the general 
doGtrine with refpect to the caufe.. Thus 
the moft effectual remedies, in almoft every 
cafe of inflammation, are exactly fuch as 
would be recommended for the removal 
of an increafed tone in any particular part, 
-were we convinced that this alone was the 
difeafe, viz. A low diet, blood-letting, with 
other weakening evacuations, together with 

emollient fedative applications: but this, 
when we come to {peak more particularly 
of the different Teeny will more’ pi 
appear. id 

In almoft every cafe of external inflam- 
mation, except, perhaps when it is very 
extenfive, and runs deep, and the different 

fyraptoms are all very violent, the rag- 
noftic fhould in ‘general be favourable. 
| For, 
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For, if refolution, which is the eafieft 
‘and moft defirable termination of the dif- 
order, is not effeted, Suppuration will moft 
readily be the confequence; and the danger 
attending it in that ftate, if the conftitution 
is otherwife betty is not commonly 
very material. | 
When, however, the tidumved part is of 
any confiderable extent, while the different 
local and general fymptoms of fever at 
the fame time are violent, a good deal of 
danger is to be dreaded. For, independent 
of the rifk to the conftitution from the fever 
itfelf, if the fymptoms continue high for 
any length of time, without fhowing fome 
tendency either to Refolution or Suppura~ 
tion, Gangrene will pretty certainly follow; | 
and i in what manner that may terminate, 
as always uncertain, Hits Gal 
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§ 1. Refolution of inflamed Tumors is, in fome in. 
_ flances, not to be attempted. 


a 
oy 


rN tn treatment of phlegmon, the prin- 
cipal circumftance, in general, to be 
kept; in view, is its refolution ; as being by 
much the fafeft and moft {peedy method 
of cure. I have faid, however, only im 
general; as in fome particular cafes it is 
otherwife, and Refolution i is ae no meang 
to be attempted. 

Thus, inflammatory fwellings, that oc- 
cur in, or fucceed to, fevers, and other 
‘internal diforders, ought always to be 
brought to fuppuration ; for nature in that 
way pointing out an exit for fome fuper- 
abundance of fluids exifting in the fy-- 
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fem, it might probably be attended with 


danger to give her any interruption. ‘Te 
is, indeed, on the contrary always in fuch 
cafes the fafeft practice to affift her as 


much as poflible, by the ufe of fuch ap- 


plications as will moft readily awe the 
f{fwellings to fuppuration. 

There are other tumors again, Uepteed 
ing from an internal caufe too, in which 
it is perhaps beft to donothing at all, either 
with a view to refolve or fappurate, but 
juft to leave them entirely to nature, 
. Thus, in {wellings of an stlaitlanely 


‘kind which fometimes appear in fcro- 


phula, it might be dangerous to make ufe of 
repellent applications, at the fame time that 
itis not often advifable to promote their 


fappuration, from their treatment, when 


opened either by nature or art, proving al- 
ways very troublefome. And fuch fwellings, — 
it is well known, may remain for a great 
length of time, without any fort of rifk to 
the patient; fo that, in general, we think it 
moft prudent never to meddle with them. 
In Lues Venerea too, as we are pofleffed 
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of almoft a certain antidote for the difor- 
der; and as buboes, and otherinflammatory 
{wellings that occur in it, are commonly, 
when opened, exceedingly troublefome, and 
very difficult of cure; it is perhaps, for thefe 
reafons, the moft prudent practice, always 
to attempt their difcuffion: And this more 
- efpecially, as their being brought to fup- 
puration, can by no means free the patient 
from the diforder; but leaves him, on the 
contrary, under as great a neceflity of un- 
dergoing a mercurial courfe, as if no eva- 
cuation from the tumor had taken place. 
In cafes of Eryfipelas likewifé, which is — 
a fpecies of inflammation, but which is 
eafily diftinguithed from real phlegmon by 
the colour of the inflamed part not being. 
of fuch a bright red, but having a more 
dark copper-like appearance ; and by any . 
{welling that occurs in it, not rifing evi- 
dently into a tumor, but being rather dif- 
fufed, and ending as it were imperceptibly | 
upon the furrounding parts: in fuch cafes, 
it appears always to be the beft practice, 
to attempt their difcuffion; as; when fwel-~ 
Ge . lings — 
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lings of this nature come toa fuppuration, 


they feldom either afford good pus, or heal | 


kindly when opened. 


So that, the only cafes in which we 


fhould not attempt the refolution ofinflam=- 


matory fwellings, are fuch, as are either of 
a {crophulous nature, or appear to be evi- 
dently critical in fome diforder; and this, 
avhether in fevers, or other internal difor- 
ders of even a chronic nature. But when- 
ever the exciting caufe has been of an ob- 
vious external kind, and efpecially when 
the complaint is not as yet far advanced, 
we may then always proceed with fafety 
and freedom in what is termed the Repel- 
ing Method. . bi | 


th §2. Of the Remedies to be employed for the Re- 
| folution of an inflamed Part. BME: 


In cafes of incipient phlegmon, when | 
the fymptoms are not fo violent as to have — 
affeéted the general fyftem, topical reme- 


dies merely, with a due attention to regi= 

~ men, often anfwer in diffolving them. But 
when, on the contrary, the inflammation 
aha £ ‘runs 


~ 
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runs high, with general fymptoms of fever, 
it then becomes neceflary at the fame time 
to pay attention to thefe. 

In every cafe of phlegmon, it has been 
the prevailing practice, to have recourfe to 
warm fomentations and cataplafms: but, 
as warm emollient applications of all kinds 
have the moft powerful influence in pro 
moting fuppuration, as will hereafter be 
more particularly taken notice of, and as is 
allowed indeed by every practitioner, the 
ufe of fuch remedies, while the refolution. 


of {wellings i is practicable, muft therefore, 
it is evident, be attended with much im- — 


Baetiene : 

The firft circtimftance to be attended 
to, in every cafe of phlegmon, when refo- 
| lution of the tumor is to be attempted, is 
the removal of all fuch exciting caufes of 
the diforder as may happen to prefent 
themfelves: Such as, extraneous bodies 
in wounds; pieces of fractured. bones ; 
luxations; and, in fhort, whatever may 
appear to have had the leaf influence in 
keeping up the inflammation. 
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Of the various applications ufually em- 
ployed for an. inflamed part, | thofe of a 
fedative nature are chiefly to be depended 
on; and next to thefe, emollients. 

Of the former kind, may be confidered, 
all the different preparations of lead diffol- 
ved in vinegar; andit is prefumed too, that 
the vegetable acid, i” alt adts in the 
fame manner. — 

- As emollients, all oe bland cepted 
ails are often ufed with advantage; as alfo 
ointments of a foft confiftence made with 
any of thefe and pure meres Hig aoii alee 


» 
So “Remarks on the ee ppb i, Lead, and 
4 other eens Application Ni: : 


Ir is not, in any part of this ia euiaticay: 
oT opofed to enter into minute difcuffions 
on the modus operandi of fuch medicines as 
“are recommended; as that would not only 
extend the length of it much farther than 
is intended, but to many would probably 
_ appear to be very fuperfluous. It may not, 
however, in fome circumftances, be 1 impro- 
per, to deviate fo far from the general plan, 
. as 
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as to render as obvious as poflible, the pro- 
priety of what at any time may be advan- 
ced: for mere pra¢tical affertions, unfup- 
ported by fome foundation in reafon, can 
never, itis imagined, prove either fo ufeful 
or fo agreeable as they might otherwife be. | 
With refpe& to the ufe of fedative ap- 
plications in cafes of external inflamma- 
tion, it 18 not. by any means intended to 
recommend, ‘univerfally, the whole clafs 
of medicines which in different circum- 
ftances are found to be of this nature. 
Thus opium, though one of the moft 
powerful of all fedatives, yet, as its exter- 
nal application to the human body is al- 

ways attended with fome degree of irrita 
_ tion, however ufeful it may at times ive 
been found in fome particular f{pecies of 
inflammatory affections, it will never pro- 
bably, as an external application, become 
of general ufe in fuch diforders. *, 
“Warm emollient fomentations, too, 
though they no doubt are very powerful 
‘fedatives, as tending, from their nature, 
tore effeGually to remove tenfion and 
| C3 pain, 
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pain, than perhaps any other remedy with 
which we are acquainted; yet, from a great 
deal of experience of their effects, in dif- 
ferent local inflammations, | have long 
“been convinced, that when the refolution 
of inflamed tumors is wifhed for, fuch 
applications are always very improper: As 
_ they conftantly either tend to bring fwell- 
ings of this nature to fuppuration, thar 
might otherwife have probably been dif- 
cuffed; or, when not attended with this 
effect, they very commonly induce fuch a 
relaxed ftate of the parts, as renders the 
thorough removal of the diforder peers 
exceedingly tedious. | 
Upon a proper examination a all the 
different articles faid to be of a fedative 
nature, fimilar exceptions to their ufe in 
every cafe of phlegmon might perhaps be 
made to the greateft part of them. 
So far, however, as my experience. goes, 


together with that of many others of this _ 


country, as well as of Mr Goulard and 
other French practitioners, no fuch reafons 
“have occurred againft the ufe of lead and 
| . : its 
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its preparation in fuch cafes. On the 
contrary, indeed, it may be certainly af- 
firmed, that, as difcutients in inflamed 
tumors, they prove more ferviceable by 
much than any otlier application in ordi- 
nary ufe. ° | 
And although Mr Goulard, in extolling 
a favourite remedy, has been induced to 
affert its effeéts to be more general and 
more confiderable than they probably will 
ever be found to be; yet ftill the world is _ 
much indebted to him: not, however, for. 
a mew medicine, as every preparation of. 
lead, recommended by him, was formerly, . 
in fome form or other, known to every. 
practitioner; but for introducing, to amore 
general ufe, a very effectual remedy for the 
difcuffion of inflammatory {wellings. | | 
With refpe& to the preparations of lead 
being here faid to be of a /edaizve nature, 
the term, it is imagined, 1s far from being 
improperly employed; not only from 
many of the more ftriking effects of lead, 
when taken internally, being all evidently — 
of a fedative tendency, but from its im- 
C4 mediate 
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mediate and obvious operation when ap- 
plied externally toan inflamed part: Which, 
whenthe preparation is of a proper ftrength, 
is almoft conftantly an abatement of the 
different fymptoms of pain and tenfion, 
at the fame time that there is communi- 
’ cated an agreeable foothing fenfation to the 
part. | 

‘Having Like to a certain eben in 

particular circumftances, obferved the fame 
_effeéts from the vegetable acid, it could 
not, it was fuppofed, be fo properly at 
notice of under any other head, 

Mr Goulard, in his differtation upon the — 
external ufe of the preparations of lead, 
recommends them as almoft equally proper 

-inevery ftage of inflammation. Even when — 
tumors have come to a full fuppuration, - 
a proper ufe, he fays, of his Extractum Sa- 
turn’, not by its repelling quality, for he 
will die allow it to be pofleffed of fuch, 
but by its occafioning an exfudation of the 
contained matter, renders it almoft epee 
unneceflary to open them. ; 

rhe fame remedy is hkewife mentioned 


by 
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by him as ‘a proper application in every 
cafe of gangrene. From my own experi~ 
ence, however, of the preparations, of lead, 
I cannot take upon me to recommend them 
in either of thefe cafes. I have indeed 
_ made trial of them in gangrenous cafes, 
but without any evident effects being pro- 
duced by them; and, however ftrongly 
they may be recommended by Mr Gou-~ 
lard, in the cure of abfcefles or collections 
of completely formed pus, I muft own, 
_ that, in this flate of the diforder, I never 
thought of employing them. So that it is. 
in the real inflammatory ftate of the com- 
plaint only, and while a cure by difcuflion 
_ may ftill be expected, that fuch applica- 
tions are here meant to be advifed. 

From the known deleterious effects of - 
lead when taken into the fyftem, an ob- 
jection has, by fome authors, been raifed 
againtt a free ufe of the preparations of it, 
even when externally applied. — | 

That lead, in different forms, has, upon 
being taken into the conftitution, fre- 
quently proved poifonous, there is no rea~ 
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fon to doubt; and that, in fome particular 
inftances, difagreeable fymptoms have oc- 
curred, where fome of the preparations of 
lead have been externally ufed, is alfo 
pretty certain. That fuch bad fymptoms, 
however, if they were not merely accl= 
dental from fome other caufe, are, at leaft 
in general, very rare effects of the remedy 
jn queftion, I can venture, I think, cer- 
tainly to affirm. For in all the experience 
Y have had of the external application of 
lead and its preparations, and in many 
cafes, particularly of burns, | have known 
the greateft part of the whole furface of 
the body covered with them for days, nay, 
even for weeks together, I do not recollect. 

-a fingle inftance of any difagreeable fymp- 
tom being ever produced by them. 

Of all the preparations of lead for ex- 
ternal ufe, Saccharum Saturni is perhaps 
equal, if not fuperior, to any, as it has all 
the advantages of the others, with this 
difference, that, in it, we are much more 

certain of the exact ftrength of our prepa- 
ration, than we ever can be with any other, 
For 
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For. although in the Extrait de Saturn of 
Goulard, as likewife in the dcetum Lythar- 
girites of our Difpenfatories, | which are 
both, it may be obferved, very nearly the 
fame, we may be very certain of the quan- 
‘tity of lead employed to the vinegar; yet 
we can never, but by cryftallifation, know | 
exactly, or even nearly, how much of the 
former the menftruum may have diffolved, ° 
as that muft depend upon a variety of ac- 
_ cidents, and particularly on the ftrength 
of the acid, and exact degree of heat em- | 
ployed, which are circumftances we have 
not always in our power exactly to regu- 
late. For thefe reafons, therefore, the falt, 
or fagar of lead as it is called, fhould, for 
external ufe, be always preferred. 

The beft mode of applying the remedy, 
feems to be in the form of a watery folu-— 
‘tion; for the preparation of which, the 

following proportions are, in general, found 
to anfwer; : 

_R. Sacchar. faturn. unc. fs. 

Solve in acet. pur. unc. iv. — 
| Et adde aq, fontan. deftillat. Ib. ii. 
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The addition of vinegar renders the fo- 
ees much more ‘complete than i it other~ 
wife would be; and without it, indeed, 
when fiich a large proportion of the lead is 
ufed, a confiderable part of it commonly 
feparates and falls to the bottom. 

This is the form which I ‘commonly 
employ for the ufe of this remedy ; but as 
Goulard’s extra@ and water are preferred 
by many, I think it right to mention his - 
method of preparing them.—The extradt 
is prepared as follows. 

To each quart, containing thirty-two 
ounces, of French wine-vinegar, add one 
pound of litharge of gold. Put them into 
a glazed earthen veflel, and let them fim- 
mer for an hour, or an hour and a quarter, 
upon a gentle fire, taking care to ftir them 
during the ebullition wich a wooden f{pa- 
tula: The veffel is now to be removed 
from the fire; and the faces being allowed 
to fubfide, the liquor upon the top mutt 
be poured into bottles for ufe. ~ 

_ The water ufed by Mr Goulard, neh, 
he terms s the Vegeto-mineral water, 18 pre- 
pared 
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pared by adding two tea-fpoonfuls, which 
he fpecifies to be one hundred drops, of 
this extraét, to a quart of water, and four 
tea-{poonfuls. of brandy. The quantity of 
the extract and brandy to be diminifhed 
or increafed according to the nature of the 
diforder, or degree of fenbbuitty 3 in the ‘pat 
affected, 

In oe ufe of either of thefe leone 
in cafes of inflammation, as it is of confe- 
quence to have the parts affected kept con- 
{tantly moitt, cataplafins prepared with, 
them and crumb of bread, in general anfwer 

_ that intention exceedingly well, But, when 
the inflamed part is fo tender and painful as 
not eafily to bear the weight of a poultice, 
a circumftance by no means uncommon, © 
pieces of foft linen, moiftened with the fo- 
lution, anfwer the purpofe tolerably well: 
Although, when this objection to the ufe 
of cataplafms does not occur, as they retain 
the moifture longer, they fhould always 
be preferred. Thefe applications fhould. 
be always made when cold, or at leaft 
with no greater: warmth than is merely. 

ne- 
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neceflary for preventing pain or uneafinefs 
to the patient; they fhould be kept almoft 
conftantly at the part, and renewed always 
- before turning. Sista or hard. 


- Among the remedies recommended it 
cicagien ufe in cafes of inflammation, we 
mentioned Emollients. Thefe, when the 
tenfion and irritation on the fkin are con® 
fiderable, prove often very ferviceable: the 
parts affected, being, in this: flate of the 
diforder, gently rubbed over "with ‘any of 
- the mild expreffed oils two or three times © 
a-day, the tenfion, irritation, and pain, are — 
thereby much relieved, and. the difcuffion 
of the tumor thereby greatly promoted. — 

In every cafe of inflammation, indeed, 
emollient applications would afford fome 
relief. But as the preparations of lead al» 
ready recommended, prove, in all fuch 
diforders, ftill more advantageous; and as 
unguents of every kind, tend confiderably 
to blunt the action of lead; thefe two fets 
of remedies fhould as feldom as poffible 
be allowed to interfere with one another: 
And emollients fhould, accordingly, never 

| : , be 
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Lin prefcribed but when the circumftances 
already mentioned, of irritation, tenfion;. 
and pain, are fo confiderable as to render 
their application altogether neceflary. 
Unétuous fubftances have likewife been 
condemned in cafes of this nature, but upon 
a different principle; viz. from their tend- 
ing to ftop the pores, and confequently to 
obftruct the perfpiration of thofe parts to 
which they are applied. It is not, how= — 
ever, probable, that in this way they could 
prove very hurtful in preventing the re- 
folution of inflammation; which mutt 
always, it is imagined, be effected in a 
very different manner than by perfpira- 
tion. : 
When the part affected with Oat atite 


tion is not very tender, or when it lies 


deep, applications of the vegetable acid 


are often had recourfe to with confiderable 
advantage; and the moft effectual form of 
ufing it, feems to be by way of cataplafm, 
made with the ftrongeft vinegar and crumb 
of bread. In fuch cafes, too, I have fome- 

times thought, than an alternate ufe of this 
| remedy; 
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remedy, with . the faturnine folution al- 
ready recommended, has produced more 
‘beneficial effects, than are commonly ob-+ 
ferved from a continued courfe of any, < oné | 

of them. ; 
_. At the fame time that thele: applications 
are. continued, bleeding with leeches, or 
cupping and {carifying as near as poflible 
to the part affected, proves generally very 
ufeful, and in no cafe of local inflamma- 
tion fhould ever be omitted. In all fuch 
cafes, the whole body, but more efpecially 
the difeafed. part, fhould be preferved as 
free as-poflible from every kind of motion; 
and, for the famé reafon, the neceflity. of 
. adow cooling diet in every inflammatory 
diforder, appears very obvious, as does 
alfo a total abftinence from {piTERGnS 3 and 

fermented liquors.. 5, (3 dae aie 
. Inflight cafes of inflammation, a due per= 
eee ie in the feveral remedies we have 
-mentioned, will, in general, be found futl-. 
cient for every purpofe. But, when there 

js likewife a full, hard, or quick pulfe, with 
other fymptoms of fever, general blood- 
i | Jetting 
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letting becomes then always néceflary; the 
quantity of blood taken away being al- 
‘ways to be determined by the violence of 
the diforder, and by the age and ftrength 
of the patient. The ufe of gentle laxatives, 
too, together with cooling diaphoretic me- 
-dicines, are Tite attended with very good 
effects. 

Thefe evacuations baa reise the 
next obje@ of importance is to procure 
eafe and quietnefs to the patient; which 
is ‘often, in cafes of inflammation, of 
more real fervice than any stkie eitvostatie 
ftance whatever. .The moft effectual re= 
medy for this purpofe is opium; which, 
when pain and irritation are confiderable, 
as in extenfive inflammations very fre+_ 
quently happens, fhould never be omitted: 
In large wounds, efpecially after amputa- 
tions and other capital operations ; im punc- 
tures of all kinds, too; large dofes of 6 Opium — 
ate always attended with remarkably good 
effects. In all fuch cafes, however, opium, 
in order to have a proper influence, fhould, 
as we have obferved, be adminiftered in. 

3 a) very 
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very large dofes: otherwife, inftead of pro- 
ving ferviceable, it feems rather to have the 


contrary effe@; a circumftance which is, 


perhaps, the chief reafon. why opiates in 
general have been very unjuftly condem- 


ned in every cafe of inflammation. 


By a proper attention to the different 
circumftances we have mentioned, in the 
courfe of three or four days, and fometimes 
in a fhorter {pace of time, the refolution of 
the tumor will in general begin to take 


place. At leaft before the endof this period, it 


may for the moft part be known how the 
diforder is to terminate. If the heat, pain, 
and other attending fymptoms, abate; and 


efpecially if the tumor begins to decreafe, 


without the occurrence of any gangrenous 


‘appearances; we may then-be almoft cer= 


tain, that, by a continuance of the fame 
plan, a total rcleien will in time be ef- 
fected. 3 

‘But, on the contrary, ‘6. all sy ditt 
rent fymptoms rather increafe; and efpe- 
cially, as was formerly remarked, if the 
rumor turns Sei and fomewhat foft, 

: with 
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‘with an increafe of throbbing pain; we 
may then with tolerable certainty conclude 
that fuppuration will take place: And 
fhould, therefore, immediately défift from 
fach applications as were judged proper 
while a cure was thought pra¢ticable by 
refolution; and endeavour to affift nature, 
“as much as poffible; in the formation of. 
pus, or what is called maturation of the 
tumor. up ih Cabin (Vibe: 
For this reafon, in every cafe of inflam- 
mation, the different evacuations, efpe- 
cially blood-letting, which may have 
been advifable while we were attempt- 
ing to remove the fwelling by difcuf- 
fion, fhould never be carried a greater 
length than may be merely neceflary for 
moderating the feveral febrile fymptoms. 
For, by reducing the fyftem too much, if 
a fuppuration afterwards takes place, its 
progrefs in that cafe becomes always much 
more flow and uncertain than it would 
have been had a due attention been paid 
to thefe evacuations; nor will the patient 
be afterwards fo able to bear, efpecially if 
| D2 a 
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‘it is confiderable, the difcharge that mutt , 


neceffarily enfue from opening” ‘the ab-= 


feels. | ie ‘ pee - 


- Although it was. dorlited above, that 


. if, in general, in the courfe of three of 


four days, there do not fome appearances 
of refolution occur, fuppuration will moft 


‘probably take place; and that, confe- | 
quently, a change of treatment becomes 


neceflary: yet this, it muft be obferved, is 
only to be taken in a limited fenfe. » For 
the time of defifting from one mode of 


‘treatment and commencing the other, mfuft 
always depend very much on the feat of the 


inflammation; fuch diforders being in 
fome parts much more apt to terminate in 
a {peedy fuppuration than in others. © 
Thus, in the cellular membrane, aswell 
as in every foft part, inflammatory tumors 
of all kinds terminate much more readily 
and quickly than when any of the tough 
membranous parts are affeCted.. Hence, in 
the coats of the eye and of the tefticles, * very 
‘violent inflammations: often continue for 


amany days, nay, even for: weeks, without 
ne / on either 


; ~ tan 
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either abating in the fymptoms, or ending 

in fuppuration. In fuch cafes, therefore, 
that go on eventoavery confiderable length, 
we need not be afraid of continuing the 
difcutient applications for qa much longer 
‘time than what, in general, would other- 
wife be proper; and fhaould never be de~ 
terred from ufing them, unlefs either an” 
evident fuppuration. has taken place, or 
there appears from the violence of the 
fymptoms aconfiderable rifk, either of gan- 
ogrene, or of fome incurable obftruction: 
-In which event, we muft no doubt always 
endeavour to ‘promote the APRPUTANOD: of 
the tumor, 


\ 
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Of SurpuRATion, : 


bs I. ‘Genera Remark on veepeanen 
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ey BG tire sappapariie in general, is 
LY underftood, that procefs, by which . 
the contents of tumors and ulcers are con= 
verted into a whitith, thick, opaque, fome= 
what fetid matter, termed Pus © This, by 
many, has been fuppofed to be effected by 
a natural exertion of the fyftem; but art 
undoubtedly can, in all fuch cafes, afford a 
great deal of afliftance. Before going on, 
however, to confider the treatment necef-" 
fary for this purpofe, it will not be im- 
proper to premife an examination of the- 
different opinions that have been offered 
with refpeét to fuppuration; and this the 
more efpecially, as it will tend to elucidate 
many 
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many of the obfervations that will after~, 
WALA: occur, : 


Gey 


pe 2. OF the Formation of Pus, | 


Sie many authors, Pus has been i imagi- 
tied to confift in a diffolution of the blood- 
veffels, nerves, mufcles, and other folids, 
in the fluids of the parts in which inflam~ b 
— tumors occur. if 

_ This is the opinion of Boerhaave*, Plat 
ner T, and many others. 3 

Others, again, have Sieroted adglbet 
matter to be formed in the blood; and 
that it is fecreted, in its complete ftate, in- 
to Abfceffes, Wounds, and Ulcers. 

\ The firft of thefe opinions feems fufi- 
ciently confuted from this confideration, 
that very extenfive wounds and ulcers con- 
‘tinue often for a great length of time, 
without being attended with any lofs of 
fubftance; which they neceflarily always 
would be, if the feveral difcharges afforded 
by hicin were found to confift in a diffolu- 
: rae os 4 ona tion 
* Aphorifm 387. 
+ V. Inftitutiones Chirurgie, § 54, &c. 
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tion of the folids of the type in which 
they ; are fituated. ~Iffues, too, affo: 

{tances of the fame kind ; by ened wid 
ing, for a number of years, even a daily 


difcharge of pus, without producing any 
evident alteration whatever in the ftate of 


the folidg nrc t ons hae ernaen mee 

The other opinion sal i arin arifen. 
from abfcefles being fometimes’ obferved 
to form fuddenly, and without any evident 
previous inflammation; fo that the matter 
contained in them has been fuppofed'to be 
at once depofited from: me sini ma Shhh 


sir ge 


it atl purulent. ~ CU rhe aes 


Previous, however, to aids fordiwitda of 


pus in any part, if due attention was given, 
{ome degree of inflammation, itis probable, 
would be always obferved. , But as inflam- 
ination, in many cafes, occurs in only a 
very flight degree, and eben being at- 
tended with much pain; it may often, 
very readily have proceeded to the ftate of 
fuppuration, without being fooner obfer 
ved by the patient: and this’ we know, 
in internal abfceffes efpecially, is not! un- 
, * fre- 
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frequently the cafe. We are told, indeed). 
of: very quick: tranflations of matter from. 
one part of the body to’ another : but if. 
fuch inftances do ever oceur without the in= 
tervention of inflammation,a circumftance, 
however, much to be doubted; yet, fill; 
it is no material objection to our argu- 
ment, as fuch cafes can never be contider~ 
- ed in any other light, than as particular, 
and very wnujual, exertions of the fyflem. 
© Ie may be remarked alfo, that if puru= 
lent matter frequently exifted in the blood, 
as it undoubtedly would do if the opinion 
“now under confideration was well found- 
ed; in fome cafes, at leaft, ic would fure- 
ly have been liable to deteCtion: but no 
matter of this kind has, it is imagined, 
ever yet been difcovered in it. Such’ pus, 
too, as is. found in wounds’ and ulcers; 
would not at firft appear thin. and ferous, 
as it always does, if. depofited. vateiel 
formed from the bloods: 8) > eo +» 

The moft probable opinion igherta Be 
vanced. with refpect.to the: formation of | 
i is, that it is.a change prodied by 

Sitios As a 
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a certain degree of fermentation, upon the 
ferous part of the blood, after its fecretion 
into the cavities of ulcers and abfcefles ; 
and this in confequence either of the na- 
tural heat of the part, or of heat artifici- © 
ally applied. Mier ray ituers lied we sak 
. That it is the ferum only of blood, 
which is proper for the formation of pus, _ 
and that it is produced by the application 
ofa certain degree of heat, was firft ren~ 
dered very probable by an experiment re- 
lated by Sir John Pringle in the appendix to 
his treatife on the difeafes of the army*; and 
it was afterwards fully confirmed by feveral 
others of the famenature made by MrGaber, 
and related by him at full length in the fee 
cond volume of the Ada Ti aurinenfias 
_ Sir John Pringle found, that pure fee 
rum, kept for fome days in a furnace re- 
gulated tothe human heat, after becoming 
-tarbid, dropped a/white purulent fedi- 
ment. The craffamentum of blood, in the 
fame fpace of time and degree of heat, 
changed from a deep crimfon to a dark 
Nk cy an Snpatelaad 
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livid colour; fo that, when any part of it 
was mixed with water, it appeared of a: 
tawny hue. Serum, digefted with a few 
red globules, and in the fame circumftan- 
ces, was of the fame colour. wie 

“Mr Gaber’s experiments, as we have atl 
ready remarked, all tend to elucidate and 
corroborate the fame opinion, namely, That 
pure unmixed pus is formed only from fe- 


‘rum. Theaddition of red globules to ferum, 


and craflamentum digefted by itfelf, exhi- 
bited much the fame appearances as thofe — 
quoted above from Sir John Pringle*. Fat, 
which is thought by many to be a princi~ 


_pal ingredient in the compofition of pus, 


was found» by Mr Gaber, when expofed 
to the above-mentioned trial, to exhibit no - 
appearances of chat matter; mor were any 
of the flefhy parts, when digefted either with © 
soca or water, convertible into it. 

From all which, it may be concluded, 
that the addition of any of thefe articles . 
to ferum, inftead of rendering it capable 


) nn marge wet ie has a the 
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very contrary effe@; and that-it is. ‘pure 
ferum alone, from which: that matter. can 
Be obtained. . We DE i g 
» It may here be bitrates once for all, 
om what is meant by pure ferum, is not 
that finer halitus, which, in a healthy 
Rate of the body, is conftantly fecreting. 
into the different cavities, merely for the 
purpofe of lubricating and keeping them 
moift, and which is again. generally ab- 
forbed ; but it is a ferous fluid, of the fame 
‘nature with that which feparates {ponta=- 
feoufly from blood, upon that fluid 
being allowed to remain at reft when dif- 
charged either from an artery or a vein: 
And in which, though there is never. fup- 
‘pofed to be any mixture of red globules; 
‘yet there is certainly always more or lefs of 
the coagulable lymph; fome proportion — 
‘of which feems abfolutely. neceflary for fe- 
| rum to be’ 7) an to oon it ol 
of producing pus. RES tages 
~The feveral offette we rn Aico mene 
tioned as being produced by digeftion upon 
‘{erum. out bie the body, will very readily 
pa ed DAS occur, 
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occur, it is prefumed, on the fame’caufes 
being applied to it when collected in’ the: 
cavities of ulcers and abfceffes; and, from 
the refult of the different experiments al- 
luded to, it is probable, that, according as 
it is there depofited more or lefs free from. 
mixtures of fat, red globules, and other 
- fabftances, it will yield pus of a more oper 
or vitiated nature. Hie 
This account of the fovindtian #8 pus 
is the moft fatisfactory, it 1s conceived, of 
any that has as yet been given; and this 
more efpecially, as it renders evident, as 
will afterwards appear, the operation of 
all the remedies commonly found moft 
ee in ae i paces 


i 8: 3° + Of the wehity Remedies fab promoting Se 


py btration. 


mene me me reafons we have alent 
enumerated, it is judged moft proper to ufe 
means for promoting the fuppuration of an 
inflamed part, then all the remedies we 
have been recommending with a view to re- 
Aelunion; muft immediately be laid afide. 
Merge: No 
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» No farther evacuations, as was obferved, 
are to be admitted; and if the patient has | 
been much weakened, a full allowance in. 
‘point of diet, and even a proportion of 
wine, may probably be neceflary. | 
_ For although a very violent degree of 
anflammation proves always unfavourable 
to fuppuration, by promoting the progrefé 
of Gangrene, as will afterwards be taken 
notice of; or astending to propel into the 
cellular membrance, which in general is the 
feat of abfceffes, a quantity of red globules, 
together with the ferum of the blood, 
which alone ought to be extravafated for 
the formation of good pus; yet, in order to 
have a due quantity of ferum fecreted for 
the purpofe of fuppuration, and at the 
fame time to have its fermentation proper- 
ly carried on, the different. inflammatory — 
{ymptoms muft never be allowed to fub- 
fide fuddenly ; otherwife an ab{cefscontain= 
ing very ill-digefted matter, as it is term+ 
ed, will moft probably be produced. » 
‘Thus we find in {mall-pox, which are fo 
many tmall phlegmafiz, that altho’ blood+ 
aE. letting 
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' letting and other evacuations to a certain 
extent prove frequently ufeful, yet a proper 
fuppuration never takes place if the patient 
has been much debilitated by any confi- 
derable difcharge; and the fame thing very 
certainly occurs, in fimilar circumftances, 
in abfcefles of a larger fize. The patient 
therefore fhould neither be allowed to live 
fo fully as might raife the inflammation 
too high, nor fhould he be reduced in fuch 
a manner, by evacuations and low diet, as 
to induce the contrary extreme. | 
_ Having in this manner endeavoured to 
_ procure a difcharge, into the cellular mem- 
brane, of ferum proper for the formation of 
pus, the next circumftance requiring atten= 
tion is, that a due fermentation be exci- 
ted, and preferved in it, fo that its progrefs 
towards perfect muturation. ~ go seit 
and regularly on. | 
» This indication is chiefly effebted by the 
afe of fuch applications as tend to preferveé 
2 proper and conftant degree of heat in the 
part: in fo much, that it feems probably 
haat to a want of attention to this cir- 
Bs ate , cume- 
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cumftance, that the greateft part of all the 
fofter fwellings donotcome to fuppuration; 
and. that according to the degree of heat 
in which they are kept, whether from thé 
proportion of inflammation by which they 


areat firft produced,or fromthe natural heat | 
of the part they are feated in, they form into 


tumors of melicerous, {teatomatous, and 
other confiftences. For unlefs a due degree 
of heat be applied and continued, ferum 
being merely extravafated will never pro= 
duce pus: Hence, in afcites, and other drop 


ical diforders, large quantities of it remain 


in this fate for a great length of time, 
without any fuppuration taking place; and 
that merely from fuch colle@ions being 


produced without any inflammation at. 


firft, fo that no affiftance is afforded from 
any degree of preternatnral heat; and the 
natural heat of {uch parts, in which ferous 
collections ufually occur, is feldom conG« 
derable enough to. produce fuch an effect. 
__ The degree of heat beft fuited for pro- 
moting fuppuration is not perhaps eafily 
to be determined; but the more confider- 
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_ ableitis, at leafttoa cértain extent, the more. 


quickly, it is probable, pus will be formed: 


This we find, indeed, from Mr Gaber’s - 


experiments, is fo far the cafe*: and the 
obfervation is likewife confirmed by daily 
experience in every cafe of phlegmon; in 


which the tumor, ceteris paribus, always. 


proceeds more quickly or more flowly to 
f{uppuration, as it is feated nearer to, or at 
a greater diftance from, the heart! Hence; in 
any of the extremities, particularly in the 
Jegs, inflammatory diforders proceed very 
flowly to fuppuration; while thofe of the 
trunk; and about the head, go on very 
quickly. Thus many cafes of inflamma- 
tion of the ears and throat frequently ar= 
rive at a thorough maturation, and even 
burft of themfelves, in the courfe of ae 
eight hours from the firft attack. . | 

:. This confideération,; cHekicfame: fhould 
make us particularly attentive to the pre= 


fervation i a-due degree of- heat: in every 


Tint iit eee er) 


vi When Sekine ee pus being Beicd ; in, and fub- 


fiding from, ferum digefted in a degree. of heat equal 
to that of the human body, “Mr Gaber fays, «“ Bo autem, 
titlds fubfidebat, quo calor erat major.” Loco citate. 
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‘neannea part intended to be brought to 
fuppuration; but more efpecially i in fitua- 
tions very diftant from the heart, where ar- 
tificial heat is moft wanted, and where, by 
a proper application of it, almoft every. tu- 
mor, though fituated on the extremities, 
might probably be made to f{uppurate in the 
fame {pace of time with thofe in the ears 
and other parts juft now taken notice of.. 
I am not only convinced, by experience, 
of what is here aflerted refpeéting the very 
fingular advantages to be obtained from a_ 
~ due attention tothis matter; but alfo, from 
a courfe of experiments I was engaged in 
fome years ago upon the fame fubject. But 
as thefe turned out almoft exactly fimilar to 
thofe related by Mr Gaber, no exact account. 
was preferved of the refult of them: this, 
however, 1s particularly; remembered, that 
ina heat equal to 100° of Farenheit’s ther- 
mometer, the depofition of matter from 
ferum took place in little more than half 
the time that was requifite for the fame 
effect at even eighty degrees. | 
t was the profecution of thefe experi- 
- ments, 
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ments that firft fuggefted to mé the pros 
bability of the great advantages to be de- 
tived from the prefervation of a dué degree 
of heat in inflamed parts: and I have acé 


cordingly, on many occafions fince that 


time, found the treatment of fuch cafes 
goon much more eafily than otherwife I 
fhould either have expected or have been. 
able to account for. 

Warm fomentations and cataplafms are 
the means commonly employed for the 
application of heat to an inflamed part; 


and when thefe are regularly and fre- 


quently renewed, nothing, it is probable, 
can more effe@ually anf{wer the purpofe. 


But, in the ordinary manner in which 
they are applied, as the cataplafims are re- 


newed only once, or at moft twice,. in the 
day, they muft always, it is imagined, do 
more harm than good. For as foon as the 
degree of heat they were at firft poffefled 
of is diffipated, the moifture kept up by 
them, with the confequent evaporation 
that enfues, mutt always render the part a 
“yr deal colder than if it had been merely 
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“wrapped in flannel, without the “ane of any 
fuch application. oh rey 
In order to receive all the sivahitie of 

fach remedies, the part affected fhould be 
well fomented with flannels preffed out of 
any warm emollient decoction, applied as 
warm as the patient can eafily bear them, 
continued at leaft half an hour at once, 
and renewed four or five times a-day. 

- Immediately after the fomentation is o- 
ver, a large emollient poultice fhould like- 
wife be applied warm, and renewed every 
fecond. or third hour at fartheft. Of all - 
the forms recommended for emollient ca= 
taplafms, acommon milk-and-bread poul- 
tice, with a proportion of butter or oil, is” 
perhaps. the moft eligible; as it not only ‘ 
_poffeffes all the advantages of the others, 
but can at all times be more. ealily ob- 
tained. IO ROCUH Re a tame } 

fi Roafted onions, | peli and mies en 
—-yégetables, are frequently made ufe of as 
additions to maturating cataplafms: When 
there is not a due degree of inflammation 
in the tumor, and when it appears pro- 
Gy 26 ee ; bable 
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~ bablethat the fuppuration would be guick= 
ened by having the inflammatory 1ymp- 
toms fomewhat: increafed, the addition 
of fuch fubftances may then be of fervice; 
but when ftimulants are neceflary in fuch 
cafes, a {mall proportion of {trained gal- 
banum, or of any of the warm gums, dif- 
folved inthe yolk of an egg, and added to 
the poultices, is not only a more elegant, 
but a more certain form of applying them. 
In fome cafes, too, the fame intention may 
-be more certainly accomplifhed, by com- : 


" ‘pining a {mall quantity of cantharides with 


any application intended to be employed. 
Whenever the-inflammation, however, 
takes place to a proper degree, fuch flimu- 
lating fubftances can never be neceflary ; 
and from the different obfervations we have 
already made, there is reafon to think, that 
in many iniftances Bhey might. even do 
-mifchief. Teta oaee | 
In fuch tumors as, from: that beiuk 
seni’ with ‘little or no. inflammation, 
are commonly faid to be of a cold nature, 
-as they are generally indolent, and proceed 
| 1 gh oe Ra 
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very flowly to fuppuration, plafters com- 
pofed of the warm gums are often em- - 
ployed with confiderable advantage: im 
—fuch cafes; they are not only of ufe by 
the ftimulnus and irritation they occafion, 
but by the heat which they tend to pre=_ 
ferve in the part. They become particu- 
larly neceflary, when the patient, by be-_ 
ing obliged to go abroad, cannot have ca- 
taplafms frequently enough renewed, or 
fo conveniently applied ; but when fome 
fach objection does not occur, the latter, 
_ for very obvious ea thould eye be 
preferred. yA RL 3 ya 
_. Dry. cupping, as it is iurieteity that is, 
cupping without the ufe of the {carificator, 
upon, or-as near as poffible to, the part 
affected, is frequently ufed with advantage 
for promoting the fuppuration of tumors: 
it is only, however, in fuch as thefe laft _ 
mentioned, where there feems to be a de 
ficiency of inflammation, that it can ever 
either be neceffary or ufeful; but in all 
tumors of a real indolent nature, and 
where there ig fill fome probability of a 
ae fuppuration 


> Sake 


Set. I. Of Suppuration, at a 


fuppuration being effected, I have feldom 
obferved fuch good ences from.any other 
remedy. , 

_ Thefe different gastos volte tie 
ee fnibnlens we have taken notice of, being 
continued for a longer or fhorter time, ace 
cording to the fize of the tumor, its fitua- 
tion and other circumftances, a thorough 
fappuration, may, in general, at fal be ex- 
pectedsiininny , | 

Matter being fully scsi in a tumor, 
is known by the remiflion of all the fymp- 
toms whichtakes place: the dolor pulfatilis, 
‘that before was frequent, now goes off; 
and the patient complains of a more dull, 
conftant, heavy pain: the tumor points 
at fome particular part, generally near to 
its middle; where, if the matter is not 
encyfted, or deep feated, a whitith yellow 
appearance is obferved, inftead of a deep 
red that formerly took place; and a fluc-. 
tuation of a fluid underneath, is, upon. 
preffure, very evidently difcovered. Some- 
- times, indeed, when an abfcefs is thickly 
covered with mufcular and other parts; 
ea and 
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and when, from concurring circum ftances, 


there can be little doubt of their being 
even a very confiderable collection of mat- 
ter, yet the fluctuation cannot be readily 
diftinguifhed: ‘but it does not often hap- » 
pen, that matter is fo very deeply lodged 
as not to be difcovered a peer exa~ 
mination. | ies oa 

This, however, i a ‘circumftance of 


‘much importance in practice; and de- 


ferves, it may be remarked, more atten- 
tion than is commonly given to it. In no 
part of the furgeon’s employment, is ex-= 
perience in former fimilar cafes of more ufe 
to him than in the prefent; and however 


-fimple it may appear, yet nothing, it is 


certain, more readily diftinguifhes a man 
of obfervation and extenfive practice, than 
his being able eafily to dete@ colleGions of 
deep- feared matter: whilft nothing, on the 


‘contrary, fo materially affe€ts the charac- 


ter of a furgeon,*as his having, in fuch 
cafes, given an inaccurate or unjuft prog- 
nolis ; for i event, in ee of this 

“nature, | 


nature, comes generally at laft to sie ase 
demonttrated to all concerned. — RS 
- Together with the feveral local. fymp- 
toms of the exiftence of pus, already enu~ 
merated, the frequent fhiverings that pa- 
tients are liable to on its firft formation 
may likewife be mentioned; thefe, how- 
‘ever, feldom occur fo as to be diftin@ly 
obferved, unlefs the colleCtion is confider- | 
able, or feated internally in fome of the 
viftera. But, in every large abfcefs, they 
“are almoft conftantly met with; and, 
when they appear along with other fymp- 
toms of fuppuration, they tend always to 


| afcer tain the real nature of the diforder. 
% 


: Ss 4. of Abfceffes, pa of the proper Period jor 
vem opening them. — . 


In the déiniilenves abfeeites; it isa ge- 
neral rule, not to difcharge their contents 

. tilla thorough fuppuration has taken piace; 
for, when laid open long before that pe- 
riod, and while any confiderable hardnefé 
remains, they commonly prove throuble- 
fome, and feldom heal kindly. 
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In fome cafes, however, it is neceflary 


~ to deviate from this general rule, and to 


open them a good deal fooner; particular- 
ly in all fuch critical abfceffes as occur in 
malignant fevers. In the plague, too, we 
are commonly advifed to open fuch tu- 
mors as foon as they are tolerably advan- 
ced, and not to wait till they are fully ma= 
turated; for, in fuch inftances, it is found, 
that the patient receives more benefit from 
an early difcharge of matter, than he can 
fuffer harm from having any {welling of 
this nature fomewhat Oe a laid 
open, 
Abfceffes, too, ie 4 on any of the 
_ joints, or upon either of the large cavities 
of the breaft and abdomen, and more 
efpecially when they feem to run deep, 
fhould always be opened as foon as the 
— deaft fluctuation of matter is difcovered. 
For, when the refiftance is on every fide 
equal, they will juft as readily point inter- 
nally as outwardly; and the confequence 
of a large abfcefs burfting into either of 
the larger cavities efpecially, is well known | 
: | moft 


: 


* 


Sect. HI. Of Suppuration. a9 


moft frequently to prove fatal: An inftance 


of which, in the following cafe, I had — 


fome time ago an opportunity of obferving, 
which, with very little attention, pity 
~ have been prevented. 


_ A fargeon of eminence, and of very ex~ 
tenfive practice, was applied to by a young 


’ healthy-looking man, witha large abfcefs 


upon the left fide of his cheft. A fluctua- 


tion of a fluid was, upon preffure, very 
evidently .difcovered ; and it was agreed, 
by other two practitioners who were pre- 
fent, that an opening fhould be made to 
give vent to the matter. But the operator 
being much engaged in bufinefs, could not 
fix on an earlier period for doing it than 


the third day from the patient’s firft ap- 


plying to him: unluckily, however, the 
patient died fuddenly in his bed, the night 


before the abfcefs was to have been 


opened. | 
On examining the body, the tumor 
was found to have difappeared entirely, 
‘without any external opening being ob- 
fervable; and, on laying open the thorax, 
the 


ha, 


3 
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the matter was obferved to have burft 
inwardly upon the lungs, and hence had 


- produced immediate fuffocation. — 


In all other cafes, however, except in 
thofe alluded to, the rule in opening ab- 


- fcefles is, as was already remarked, to 
allow a thorough fuppuration to take place, 


before any vent whatever be given to the 
matter; and it being then determined to 


| lay the collection open, the next queftion | 


that occurs, is with retpect to the manner © 
of sights it, lg apa othe pied 


§ ‘. a the di ‘ferent Methods of i 
Alfie ie, 


Two different methods of opening. el 
{ceffes have been recommended by authors, 


namely, by Cauftic and Incifion. To the 


former, however, there are many objec- 


tions: It is not attended with any fuperior 


advantage to a fimple incifion; upon a 
tender inflamed part, it gives much more 
pain; it is more flow in its effects; and 
the furgeon never has the command of it 


fo eer) as to deftroy thofe parts he 


t would 


— 
y, 
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would incline, and no more; for all the 


different kinds of cauftic, notwithftand- . 


ing the greateft attention, will fometimes 
{pread farther, and penetrate deeper, than 
was either wifhed for or intended. Of this 
I, fome years ago, faw a very remarkable 
inftance and ina fituation, too, in which 
1 accident of this nature would not be 
Tisieli likely to occur. | 
Cauftic was applied to the anterior part 


of the fcrotum, with a view to produce Ue 


radical cure, in a cafe of hydrocele: but 
whether there had been very little water 
colle&ted, or whether a preternatural ad- 
hefion of the teftis to the tunica vaginalis 
had, at this part, been produced, is un- 
certain; but the cauftic penetrated to the 
body of the tefticle, and gave the patient, 
as may readily be imagined, a great deal 
of very excruciating. pain. It did, to be 
fure, accomplifh a cure: but the danger 
attending fuch an accident, although it pro- 
bably mightnot frequently occur, is, | fhould 
imagine, a very {trong objection to the ufe 

of cauftic in all fuch cafes ; and itis now 
indeed 
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Wy eho) 
ay MY 


indeed very generally, I believe, laid afide, 
the preference being juftly cd to the 
{calpel. Hae ely 

When tumors are not very large, they 
are commonly opened by a longitudinal 
incifion with a lancet or fcalpel. This 
fhould be fo directed, as to terminate at the 
-moft depending part of the fwelling, and 
fhould be of fuch a fize as may feem fuffi- 
cient for giving a free difcharge to the mat- _ 
ter; about two-thirds of the length of the 
tumor is, in fuch cafes, generally viene 
ed nitenfive enough. 

When. abfceffes, however, are of any 
confiderable extent, they are commonly | 
_ laid open through their whole length ;"and 
_ ‘when the teguments have been greatly 
ftretched, it is advifed by many, to take 
part of them away altogether. But this is 
a practice which feldom, or perhaps never, 
ought to be followed; as there are fcarcely 
any abfcefles fo turple as to deftroy entire- 
ly the contra@ile power of the integu- 
‘ments; and while this remains in any de- 
os: in a part, there are {till hopes of its 

again 


# . 
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again recovering its former dimenfions. It 


is furprifing, indeed, to what extentthis ob- _ 


fervation applies. In many inftances, the 
{kin has been known to recover its tone en- 
tirely, after having been for a time com- 
a deprived of it. _ 
'Thefe are the feveral modes of opening 
ab{cefles by the fcalpel. There are dif- 
ferent 3 inconveniences, however, found to 
attend all of them, and particularly, that 


as foonas an incifion is made into a tu= 


mor, the whole contained matter is dif- 
charged fuddenly and at once: Whereby, 


when the collection is confiderable, faint- — 


ings and other difagreeable {ymptoms are 
frequently induced; and what, in all large 
{wellings ace | is con{tantly attended 
with very bad effects, a free admiflion of 
air is thereby given to a great extent of ul- 
cerated furface, i hy 
The bad effeéts of air on ieee fpecies ae 
fore, is well known to every practitioner ; 
but its pernicious influence, on a newly 
opened abfcefs, is often really aftonifhing. 
It firft occafions a total change in the na~ 
ture 


) i, 
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ture acti matter, from perhaps a very lau 
-dable pus to a thin ill- digefted fanies; and 
afterwards brings on a quicknefs of pulfé, 
debilitating {weats, and other fymptoms of 
hectic. fever, which, forthe moft part, 
when the collection has been confiderable, 
either carries the patient offin a fhort time, 
or terminates ina confirmed phthifis, which 
fooner or later proves fatal. | 
This I have, in a great many inftances, 
had occafion to obferve; and that, in fuch 
cafes, it is the saaitctiaen of air alone which 
produces all thefe bad fymtoms, is ren=_ 
dered highly probable from this circum- 
ftance, that of a’ great number of patients. 
who have laboured under fuch diforders, 
many have remained for a very confider- | 
‘able time, with large ab{cefles fully formed, 
and without having any one fymptom of 
hectic whatever: but when they] have evet 
- exceeded an ordinary or moderate fize, I 
have feldom known an inftance of their 
being opened by a large incifion, without 
almoft every hectic fymptom taking place ; 
and this nemmReTe in lefs than forty-eight 
| hours 
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hours from the time of their eine laid 
open. 

In what manner the mic ean of air to 
an abfcefs operates in producing fuch a 
powerful and fudden effeé, is perhaps dif- 
ficult to determine. The irritation produ- 
ced by it, ona large extent of ulcerated 
-furface, may probably be one reafon:—By 
acting as a ftimulus on the extremities of 
the different abforbents opening into the 
fore, it may occafion a larger abforption 
of matter. than would otherwife take 
place;—and i it may likewife, by rendering 
the matter more putrid than before, give 
even to the fame quantity abforbed greater. 
activity in producing the different Sr ae 
toms of hectic. 

That this pe en is well founded, 
with refpect to an increafe of putrefcency 
being the principal caufe of the bad effects 
produced by the admiffion ofair to fores, is, 
from differentcircumftances, at leaftexceed- 
ingly probable. For, in thefirft place, altho’ 
the difcharge from abfcefles i is commonly 
mild, and ree from any difagreeable fetor 

on 
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' on their being newly laid open; it almoft 
conftantly becomes thin, acrid, and more 
fetid in the courfe of a few dreflings, 
which is a certain proof of a greater degree 
of putrefcency having then taken place. 
On this principle, too, we may account for 
the operation of many of the remedies 
commonly employed in the treatment of 
fores; and more efpecially of that powerful 
antifeptic, fixed air, which by many prac- 
titioners have been fo much extolled. 

“We know from experiment likewife, fet 
otlrer fubftances, as well as that} part of the 
blood from which pus is formed, is ren- 
dered putrid, and more quickly fo, by the 
admiuflion of air, than otherwife, while in 
the fame degree of heat, ee probably 
ever would be*, . 

_. From thefe confiderations, therefore, the 
greateft caution appears to be neceflary, 
for preventing, as much’as poffible, the 
admiffion of air to the internal furface of 
every. collection of matter; and this, we 
| ee 

* Vide Sit John Pringle’ s and Mr Gaber’s Experi- 

ments on this fubje&t. Loc. cit. 
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may remark, is very eafily and effectually 
done, by opening colleétions of this kind 
by means of a feton or cord, inftead of ha» 
ving recourfe either to cauftic or the fcalpel. 
This method of difcharging the contents 
of tumors, by the introduction of a cord, 
is attended with every advantage of that 
by incifion: it, moreover, empties’ the 
fwellings, of whatever fize they may be, not 
fuddenly, but very gradually; it effeCtual- 
_ly prevents a free admiffion of air; it is not 
commonly attended with near fo much 
pain and inflammation; nor is the cicatrix 
occafioned by it ever inconvenient, or un- 
feemly, which it sequently is after a large 
incifion, - 
_ Inthe RoyalInfirmary of this place, Ure 
; abfceffes, as well as thofe of a {fmaller fize, 
-ufed formerly to be opened in the ufual 
manner, by extenfive incifions: the con- 
fequences were fuch as have been already 
related; many of the patients were thrown 
into fuch obftinate hettic fevers, as they 
“never recovered from; and others, though. 
they did get better at the time, were com= 
Fa monly 
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monly fo much debilitated as to be very 
liable to be feized with other diforders, 
fron which they feldom entirely recovered. 

- This was the moft frequent refult of 
our treatment of. large abfcefles by inci- 
fions; and fimilar confequences will ftill be 
found to prevail where this practice is con- 
tinued: but fince the feton came to be 
generally ufed here, few or no fuch dif- 
agreeable circumftances - have occurred. 
Many of the Jargeft tumors have been 
opened in this manner: and when the pa- 
tients are otherwife in good health, they | 
_-very commonly do well; and with this ad- 
ditional advantage, thata eure is frequently 
obtained in little more than half the time 
ufually found neceflary after a large i inci~ 
‘fion has been employed. 

The opening of abfceffes by the tnstoane : 
tion of a feton has been mentioned, by diffe- 
rentauthors, andin fmall collections of mat- 
ter has been frequently practifed ; but never 
fo generally, I imagine, as it has been here 
ed rei laft has aight both in the 

. CON  hofpitad 
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hofpital and in private. And in juftice to 
Mr James Rae, furgeon in this place, it 
mutt be acknowledged, that we are chiefly 
indebted for it to his recommendation, he 
having firft propofed the general ufe of fe- 
tons in fuch cafes, at the fame time that he 
invented a fet of inftruments, by which 
they are eafily inferted in almoft all ab~ 
fceffes, however deep feated, and among 
whatever parts they may run; and this too 
without any rifk of wounding the large 
blood-veflels, nerves, or tendons, in the 
neighbourhood, 
Several fets of thefe i way for ab- 
{celles of different fizes, are kept in the In- 
_ firmary here: they fulfil the intention, as 
was already obferved, exceedingly well,and 
are a very ingenious contrivance. Butas 
- the curved director we havedelineatedinthe 
plate, anfwers the purpofe equally well, and 
is in itfelf fully more fimple, it will for that 
reafon bein genera! found more convenient. 
It is ufed in the following manner. ° . 
An opening ‘fufficiently large for the 
cord, being made with a lancet in the fu- 
| ie perior 
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perior part of the abfcefs, the diredtor, 
threaded with a cord of candle-wick cot- 
ton, or of foft filk, proportioned in thick~ 
nefs to the fize of the tumor, is then to be 
introduced, and its point to be pufhed 
downwards till it is felt externally, exactly 
oppofite to the moft depending part of the 
{welling. The director being kept firm) 
by an afliftant, an incifion is to be made 
with a {calpel upon its under extremity, 
of a length fomewhat more confiderable 
than the opening firft made by the lancet: 
for when this circumftance is not attended 
to, and when of courfe the under orifice i is 
made no larger than the upper, the matter 
is very apt to tranfude above; which al- 
ways proves inconvenient to the patient, 
but which in this manner is very eafily 
avoided. The director is now to be drawn 
downwards, with fo much of the cord as 
to leave two or three inches of it hanging 
out at the lower orifice. In order to caufe 
the cotton run eafily on its firft introduc- 
tion, as likewife at the fabfequent dref- — 
fings, as much of it as is to be ufed at the 
time 
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time fhould be well ee, over with ae | 
emollient ointment. | 
In twenty-four iste or iri deci: 
its introduction, the cord may be moved, 
and fo much of it fhould be drawn down- 
wards as to admit of all that part of it. 
being cut off which had been lodged in 
the abfcefs; and in this manner the fame > 
quantity of it is to be moved daily, as long’ 
as from circumftances i it hth cali to be 

neceflary. 
A racial on ae eer of ve 
matteris thus produced; the fides of the ab- 
{cefs are thereby allowed to contract gra= 
dually; and a flight inflammation being: 
kept upon their furfaces by the friction of 
the cord, they are from that. circumftance 
broughtto unite and to adherefirmly to.one | 
another, much fooner than they otherwife 
, would do. As the difcharge diminifhes in 
quantity, fo the fize of the feton fhould 
alfo be gradually leffened ; and itis eafily 
done, by withdrawing a thread of the cot- 
ton once in two or three days. At laft, 
eiticn there is little more matter afforded 
¥4 than 
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than ought to be naturally shiotiniied by 
the irritation of the cord, it may be alto~ 
_ gether taken out; and gentle preflure be- 
ing continued upon the parts by a roller 
for a few days longer, a pretty certain and 

Jafting: cure may generally be expected. 
In the introduction of the feton it was 
expre(sly faid, that it ought to be made 
from above downwards; that is, by an 
opening made in the fuperior part of the 
_abfcefs. The reafon for fucha reftriction 
is this, that when the firft opening is made 
in the depending part of a fwelling, a con- 
fiderable quantity of matter immediately 
runs out, which, as it caufes the fides of - 
the upper part of it to collapfe, renders it 
more difficult to introduce the director 
through the whole courfe of the abfcefs, 
than when done in the manner directed; 
when properly executed, the bottom as well 
as every other part of the tumor is kept. 
diftended to the daft, very little of the 
matter éfcaping ‘by the upper orifice. By 
being introduced‘in this way, too, the 
quantity of cord: that ftill remains to be 
: uted 
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ufed is kept clean and dry; which it can- 


not poflibly be when bosentan the con~ 


trary manner. 9 » sie iin 

To fome. tke rpc ig may: per 
haps, appear too trifling to deferve fuch 
particular notice; but. too. much, it is 
“imagined, can never be faid in rendering 
the account of a beneficial practice. oisar 
and evident... 

All that has. hitherto been bid. aero re- 


{pect to the ufe of fetons in cafes of abfeefs 


from recent inflammation, applies with 
equal propriety, _ it muft be underftood, to 


‘tumors of very long continuance, when 


the matter contained in them is either of a 
purulent nature, or of a confiftence not 
much thicker than .pus. All encyfted 
tumors of the thinner melicerous. kind 
are as fuccefsfully treated in this manner, 
as recent abfceiles: fo that the: practice 
is by no means confined to. one fet of tu- 
mors only; and it may :even probably 
be employed in wih forwhich it has not 

ap cyetibeentadwifeds msi Bo cut, Sas.0 
ot incre particularly well inall belted 
tions 
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_ tions of matter in glandular parts, where 


~ 


the admiffion of air is attended with even | 
worfe confequences than in other parts. 
Thus, when it is thought advifable to 
open fcrophulous foft {wellings, they com- 
monly heal much fooner and éafier with 


the feton than by a large incifion. \Ve-_ 


nereal buboés, too, when fully maturated, 
and when slid teguments are not become 
very thin by being long overftretched, heal 
much more readily’and kindly by this 
management than with any other.» 

From the practice anfwering fo remark=_ 
ably well in every cafe of abfcefs, it was. 
at laft, a good many years ago, employed 
by Mr Rae.in the Infirmary here, in the 
hydrocele, or collection of water in the 
dunica vaginalis teflis ; and it has fince that 
time been frequently ufed in fimilar cafes. 
T muft acknowledge, however, that from 


the feveral inftances I have yet feen of its 


effects in this diforder, I am not altogether 
certain whether it ought) to be preferred 
to the fimple incifion or ‘not. For, though — 
} never knew an inftance, when the ope- 

| 4 oration @ 
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ration was properly done, of its failing to 
produce a radical cure; yet the friction of 


the cord upon the body. of the teftis, ‘to 
which in this operation it is immediately 
applied, generally occafions a very high 


degree of inflammation; fully more, I have | 
often thought, than is commonly obferved — 


from the fimple incifion: ‘Farther expe- 


rience, however, is neceflary, in order to | 


determine a queftion of fuch importance. 
This was my opinion in the year 1778, 


when the firft edition of this book was 


publifhed. Since that period I have had 
no other reafon to alter it, than to be more 
and more convinced that the treatment of 


hydrocele by feton, 1s productive of more 


pain than any other method of cure now in 
ufe; while, at the fame time, it is not 


more certain in its effets than the imple 


incifion. And, accordingly, although 03 
could not at that time {peak with precifion 


of the merits of this operation, I am now | 


fatisfied that the cure by incifion ought in 

every inftance to be preferred. 

But when, in fuch cafes, it is refolved 
to 
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to: employ the icon the method of intro- : 
ducing it, as we have directed for abfcefles, — 
with a curved director of a. ‘proper ize, 4 
feems more fimple, though in other refpects — 
perhaps not better, than that lately recom=_ 
mended by Mr Pott, which being with 


the help of a common trocar, appears to_ 


be neither fafe nor eafily performed. For 
inftances have occurred, even with very 


been wounded by puncturing with that 


jnftrument; which, from its round form, 
is introduced with much difficulty. 
‘Whenever it is agreed upon, however, to_ 


make ufe of a trocar, either with a view to 
a palliative or a radical cure, one with a 


‘lancet- point, as is reprefented in the plate, 


- able furgeons now living, where, in cafes — 
of hydrocele, the body of the teftis has — 


“fe 


anfwers the purpofe with much more eafe 


than that in commonufe. A large inftru- 


rection, fome years ago, for the paracen- 
tefis of the abdomen; and, as it anfwered 
the purpofe exoeedinte i well, it has fince 


ment of this kind was made, by my di- 


been — 


aan 
oe 
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been often ufed, and is now very generally 
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< H E termination oe inflammation, 
both by Refolution and Suppuration, 
having now been fully treated of, we 
come next in order to the confideration of 
| Gangrene or Mortification. : 

| The feveral appearances of Gaybiene 
having been. already. particularly enume- 
rated, it is not now neceflary to makea full 
recapitulation of them. Only, it re be re- 


| marked, 

* ‘Mr'Thomas Hay, furgeon in this ait fome. years | 
ago ‘invented a curved direétor, fuch as is here recom- 
_ mended, which has fince that time been ufed for the 
introduction ‘of a cord in cafés of hydrocele, and is 
_ found to anfwer the purpofe very conveniently. 
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marked, that a thorough nabiiicndion or 
the laft ftage of gangrene, is known only — 
by the difeafed part becoming totally black, 
_ by its lofing all pain and fenfation, at the 
fame time that it emits a confiderable fetor; — 
at laft, too, a foftnefs or flaccidity i in gene- — 
ral takes place, together with an entire 
| diffolution of the different | parts of which : 
the organ is ‘compofed. ee 

‘have faid only in general: for Hitech 
the feveral appearances, as above related, 
do moft frequently occur; yet there are — 
fome inftances of what is neg Dry Gan- © 
grene, in which the parts continue totally — 
‘mortified for a great length of time, with- 
out either turning very flaccid, or ; panne 
into diffolution. | | 

Such cafes, however, never occur from 
inflammation. They happen commonly 
from the flow of blood to fuch parts being — 
put a ftop to by compreffion of one kind — 
or another, as tumors, ligatures, or other 
fimilar caufes, obftructing the principal 
arteries that ufed to fupply them; which, 
when the HOR PAgr of the circulation is — 

complete, 
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: complete;: | always occas) a very flow 
mortification; and as the parts, in fuch 
inftances, are) no longer’ fupplied with 
frefh quantities of fluids, while a confi- 
derable evaporation muft {till be going on, 
fuch a degree of humidity cannot shies 
fore poflibly occur, as in other cafes of 
gangrene. Thus, that fpecies of the dif. 
order has, perhaps with propriety enough, | 
been termed the Dry Ganerene. » 

There are other varieties of the difeafe 
enumerated by authors, as the White'Gan- 
grene* ; in which the parts fuppofed to 
be mortified do not turn black, but retain 
nearly their former colour, &c. Whether 
_fuch complaints, however, can with pro- 
priety be denominated Gangrene or not, 
may probably be doubted: but as it is 
_ chiefly that {pecies of the diforder which 
: fucceeds to inflammation, that is now par- 
‘ticularly to be treated of, and in which no 
fuch varieties are ever obferved, it is not 
here neceflary to carry the inguiry far- 
ther ;. and | siiabieh doe as nearly the whole 


fiat detail mode 
* Quefnay, Traité de ses P 337: 
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mode of treatment, to be afterwards res 
commended, applies, “with, salmoft equal ‘ 
propriety, to every variety of the difeafe. 

Of all the inflammatory complaints to 
which the fyftem is liable, that {pecies of 
the diforder termed. Eryfipelas, is obferved 
moft frequently to terminate in gangrene; — 
and whenever phlegmon i is in any degree 
conjoined with an eryfipelatous affection, 
which it not. unfrequently is, it feems 
thereby to acquire the fame tendency, by 
being, as was. already. remarked, more dif-. 
ficult to bring: to fuppuration ¢ than the true 
phlegmon, and by going on more free 
quently to the mortified ftate. | 


‘Pan befl vi ribet effeGtual 0 means ro 
preventing mortification in every cafe of 
inflammation, is to endeavour either to 

obtain its refolution. or. fuppuration; the 
different remedies for both which purpofes 
have already been fally. pointed out. But, 
in fome cafes, the diforder i is far advanced, 
and gangrene is already begun, before the 
fargeon’s afliftance is called in; and, 

25s | | Bes, 


Poa “shin teh gal Aig He. 


“Sea.IV. = Of Mortification. 97 


others, the inflammation runs fo high, and 
proceeds fo quickly, that gangrene occurs 
notwithitanding the ufe of all the remedies 
that can be applied: In fome inftances fo 
quickly even, that the inflammatory ftate 
is f{carcely thoroughly difcerned till mor- 
tification appears to be beginning. 
§ 2. Sy babe ee on Carbuncles as a Species of 
Gangrene. 7 
-. Tuis rapid progrefs of the diforder 
eccurs moft frequently in cafes of Car- 
buncles, what by the French are termed 
Charbons; in which the inflammation pro- 
ceeds fo quickly to mortification, that there 
is feldom any evident tumor raifed, the 
parts turning black, and ending in real 
gangrene, often in the courfe of twenty- 
four hours from the firft attack. | 
The quick progrefs ufually made by this | 
diforder, renders it the worft and perhaps 
the moft dangerous fpecies of inflamma- 
tion. For when it occurs internally upon. 
any of the vifcera, as it fometimes does, 
it muft, probably in every inftance, prove 
ase, as no remedies with which we are 
G acquainted 
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acquainted can ever prevent its progrefs 
towards the laft ftage of mortification: 
Externally, indeed, when they are not 
very extenfive, and not feated on any of 
the large blood-veffels and nerves, car- 
buncles are frequently got the better of; 
that is, with the lofs of the affected parts. 

‘As carbuncles commonly appear without 
any evident external caufe, they are in ge- 
neral moft probably owing to a {corbutic 
or putrid ftate of the fluids; for, when 
putrefcency prevails in the fyftem, every 
inflammatory affection that occurs, pro- 
ceeds much more readily to the mortified 
ftate than inflammation in other « circume= 
flances ever does. 

- This opinion with refpect to the pike 
of carbuncles depending upon a putrefcent 
ftate of the fyftem, is particularly confirm- 
ed by their occurring moft frequently as 
a fymptom in peftilential diforders ; for, 
although they are. fometimes met with 
even in this country, where the plague 
is now never known, yet the real car- 

| - |. buncle 
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buncle is tex from BF is a common oc- 
currence. | 

In fuch inftances gangrene is very ae : 
ly accounted for, from the predifpofition 
in the fyftem to putrid diforders: but in 
what manner is it produced by inflamma- 
tion in other cafes, and where no fuch dif 
pofition can be fuppofed to take place? 
This we thall proceed to inveftigate. 

§ 3. Of the caufes of Gangrene. 

AN increafed aétion in the veflels of a 
part, we have already endeavoured to efta- 
blifh as the immediate or proximate caufe_ 
of inflammation; and the fame caufe, it 
is prefumed, will, in many inftances, ac- 
count for the rife of mortification. 

One evident effect of an increafed ac= 
tion in the veffels, in every cafe of inflam- 
mation, is a propulfion, into the fmaller 
capillaries, of a greater quantity of the 
more denfe parts of the blood than natu- 
rally they were intended to tranfmit. When 
this is not confiderable, a due circulation 
is frequently reftored in a fhort time, with- 

G 2 mw out 
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out any. bad confequence pie. p nay; 
when an actual extravafation of the ferous 


_ part of the blood into the cellular mem- 


< 


brane has taken place in fome degree, the 
fluid is often reabforbed, and a cure is thus 
obrained by refolution. But when fuch 


} e t e 
extravafation from a farther increafe. of. 


this undue action of the veflels has taken 
place to a ftill greater degree, fuppuration 
is then moft frequently the confequence. — 

When, again, a ftrong exciting caufe is 
applied to a conftitution already predif- 
pofed to inflammatory complaints ; as a 
lacerated wound, for inftance, i In a young 
healthy man; the violent irritation, and. 
confequent ecmated action of the veflels 
that enfues, occafions the red particles of 


the blood to be likewife poured forth to- 


gether with the ferum. In this manner 
a collection of an extravafated fluid i is pro- 


~~ 


duced, and the great degree of preternatu-_ 


ral heat kept up by the diforder very rea- 
dily excites in it fome degree of fermenta- 
tion; which, from the nature of the mat-. 
ter it-has to act upon, not being able to ef- 


fect 
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fe&t a fuppuration*, and the ‘craffamen- 
tum of blood being particularly liable to 
_run into the putrid fermentation +, mor- 
tification, which we may here confider as 
the ultimate ftage of putrefaction, comes 
in courfe to be produced, 

The diforder being, in this manner, 
once raifed in a part, the progrefs which 
it afterwards ufually makes, does not ap- 
pear very difficult to account for.’ The. 
putrefcent particles of the tumor, by in-- 
finuating themfelves into the cellular mem- 
brane of the neighbouring found parts, as 
in this manner they extend the contagion, 
fo they very foon bring thefe likewife to 
fuffer. In this way, the mortification con- 
tinues to advance; till meeting with a part; 

G3 . perhaps, 

* Mr Gaber, when foeaing of his experiments up- 
on the craflamentum of blood, fays, that he’ could 
never obtain genuine pus from it; and farther adds, — 
«¢ Vero fimilius ergo fanguinem ceteris puris principlis ” 
admixtum, ipfum magis Jetidum et deterius Seine: : 
éc.” Loco citato, p. Sou 

+ For fome animal- fub{tances, fuch. as urine, the 


bile, and the craffamentum of blood, /2on putrefy.- Sir 
John Pringle’s experiments, Appendix, p. vi. 
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perhaps, naturally more irritable than the 
others, or which by this time has been 
rendered fo by the different remedies to 
be pointed out, a certain degree of new 
inflammation comes to be eafily induced, 
in confequence of the ftimulus which pu-. 
trid particles muft always occafion: - This, 
as it renders the parts more firm and com= ~ 
pact, makes them lefs eafily penetrable by 
the putrefcent contagion; and a fuppura- 
tion of courfe enfuing as a confequnee of 
the preceding inflammation, a complete fe- 
paration of the difeafed from the found 
parts is thereby, in general, in’ foon 
effected. 

Ac leaft, that fuch an iiflanimation; 
with a confequent fuppuration, does, in 
cafes of real gangrene, always happen be- 
fore a feparation of the difeafed parts takes 
place, is a fact well known to every prac- 
titioner; and that the caufe afligned for 
thefe appearances is the true one, | think, : 
from the different circumftances taken no- 
tice of, is at leaft exceedingly probable. 

_ Thus the local fymptoms of gangrene 

_ appear 
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appear to ‘be ‘pretty certainly accounted 
for: and the finking of the pulfe, which, 
in extenfive mortifications, always occurs, 

and which is by much the moft vere 
able change that takes place in the general 
fyftem, is a very natural confequence of 
that debility, which feems to be a conftant 
and neceflary attendant on a putrefcent 
{tate of the fluids, from whatever caufe 
this may have arifen; a circumitance we 
have particularly demonftrated in putrid 
fever, and in fcurvy, where a languid 
pulfe and general debility are always con- 
fidered as the moft characteriftic peed 


toms. 

ae Of the Prognofis in Gangrene. 

In every cafe of gangrene, the progno- 
fis fhould at firft be exceedingly donbr- 
ful; for even in the flighteft affections of 
this nature, the fyftem, from the conta= 
gion it receives a the sb ci abla of a 


affected, dist the patients are Giduatiwnta cats, 
G 4 ried 
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ried off, without appearing previoufly to 
have been in any imminent danger. 

In fuch cafes, however, as fucceed to in- 
flammation from an external caufe, where 
the gangrene is neither very deep nor ex- 
tenfive, and where it does not feem to 
{fpread, the prognoftic ought to be much 
more favourable than in thofe which 
arife fuddenly from an internal caufe, 
where the mortification runs déep, and 
more efpecially when it is {till continuing 
to advance; in which circumftance the 


greateft danger 1s always to ee appre? 


hended, 
Indeed, no perfon. witiaeeder with any 
confiderable mortification, even from an 


external caufe, can be faid to be free from 


rifk, till the difeafed parts are not only fe- 
parated, but even entirely caft off from 
the found; the poifon of putrid miafmata 


being of fuch a penetrating and deftruc-_ 


tive nature, that many inftances have oc- 
curred of patients being very quickly car-~ 
ried off, feemingly from this circumftance 
alone, long after the progreis of the mor- 

tification 
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tification had ceafed.. In fuch cafes we i 


prefume, that the -putrefcent. miafmata - 


prove deftruétive, chiefly by their delete- 
rious influence on the nervous fyftem. In 
long continued cafes of mortification, the 
general mafs of fluids may fometimes 
fuffer merely from the abforption of putrid 
effuvia; but as patients, labouring under 
mortification, frequently die fuddenly, and 
-before any putrefcency has appeared in the 
fyftem at large, we conclude that this moft 
probably happens from fome effec produ- 
ced either upon the nerves or on the fen- 
forium from whence they originate. But 
in whatever manner the putrid fomes of 
a mortified fpot may operate, their influ~ 
ence is frequently found to be fo pernici~ 
ous as to warrant the conclufion we have 
formed; namely, that no perfon, labour- 
ing under a real mortification, can be faid 
to be free from danger till all the difeafed 
parts are entirely renaoved, 


§ 5 


~ . 


sd 
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Gis the treatment of Ganrncun when no 
blood-letting or ‘other evacuation has been 
prefcribed during the preceding inflam- 
matory ftate of the diforder; and when 
the general fymptoms of inflammation, 
particularly a quick, full, or hard pulfe, 
ftill continue violent; and efpecially when 
the patient is young and plethoric; it then 
becomes abfolutely neceffary, even altho’ 
mortification may have commenced, to 
empty the veffels a little by one general 
blood-letting. Which, by moderating the 
fever,and abating the univerfal heat, proves 
often a fure means of preventing the pro-' 
grefs of the difurder: and, in this view, 
blood-letting, in fuch cafes, may, in rea- 
lity, be confidered as .an antifeptic; and 
it does often, indeed, in this particular fitu~- 
ation of mortification, prove more power- 
fully fo than all the different articles in Ber 
neral enumerated as fuch. 

For the fame reafons that biel dee 
38 recommended, gentle laxatives, and a 

free 


Be. IV. Of Mortification. 107 


free ufe of acidulated cooling drink, be- 
come neceflary. But, as in the farther | 
progrels and continuance of mortification, 
the patient is very apt to fink, and ‘the 
pulfe to turn languid, every evacuation, 
efpecially of blood, fhould be directed with 
much caution, never to a greater degree 
than may feem to be abfolutely neceflary 
for moderating fuch fymptoms as at ge time 

appear to be too violent. | «pe 
When, again, as is moft patata A ec 
cafe when the diforder has made any con- 
fiderable progrefs, the patient is much re- 
duced, either by fevere evacuations, or 
merely by the effects of the complaint; 
when the pulfe is low, and the other fymp- 
_toms of fever not confiderable ; in thefe 
 circumftances a ‘very contrary treatment 
becomes neceflary: the principal: indica- 
tion now being to prevent the fyftem from 
finking too much, by a proper ufe of cor- 
dials, and efpecially by thofe of the tonic 
kind; while, by the fame means, we en- 
able it to free itfelf from, or to caft off, the 
mortified parts. For, as we have already 
ob- 
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obferved, the feparation’ of gangrenous 


_ from healthy found parts, being always 
effected by the intervention of inflamma- 
tion, it fhould be our chief care to affitt 


nature as much as poflible, in exciting in 


the fyftem, by every proper means, that 
difpofition which, from experience, we 
know to be moft favourable for the pro- 
duction of inflammation; which, when 
{peaking of the general freaiisohiny caufes 
of inflammatory complaints, we have en- 
deavoured to fhow, is, a full plethoric {tate 
of the veflels, Raith at the fame time is 
generally conjoined with a more invigora- 
ted tone of the veffels themfelves, 
“It may, perhaps, be imagined, that this 


indication proves, in fome meafure, con=_ | 


tradiGtory to what we lately advifed with 
refpect to the propriety of blood-letting in 
fome cafes of gangrene. When properly 
confidered, however, it will by no means. 


appear to be fo. For we well know, that, ” 
in every diforder to which the fyftem is 


_ liable, an over-dofe of the moft effe@ual 


remedy will often prove juft as detrimental 
ag 
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as a medicine of the moft oppofite ten- 
dency: and, in the fame manner, though 
a certain degree of inflammation } is, per- 
haps, abfolutely neceflary for the cure of 
every gangrene; yet, in a very high de- 
gree, it becomes alway ares hurt- 
ful. | 
With a view to fulfil she intention ok 
this indication, a good nourifhing diet be~. 
comes, neceflary, with fuch a proportion 
of generous wine as the patient’s ftrength 
and fymptoms of the diforder ep feem to 
require. — ~pits gf oe 
By a due attention to this circumftance : 
bf regimen, particularly by a proper allow- 
ance of wine, much more real advantage. 
is commonly obtained than ever occurs 
from the ufe of the whole tribe of ftimu-. 
lating warm cordials. When, however, . 
the patient is much reduced, and very lan- — 
_ guid, fome of thefe, fuch as the volatile al- 
kali,andconfectio cardiaca, may, at the fame 
time, and in fuch quantities, be prefcribed, 
as the patient's immediate fituation appears 
to render neceflary, we 
| But | 
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But of all the medicines hitherto ufed — 
in mortification, none proves fo certainly 
efficacious as the Cortex Peruvianus, whicli 
has often a very evident and powerful in- 
fluence in putting a ftop to the diforder. 
As it is a very powerful tonic remedy, it 
may ptobably ac by invigorating the ge- 
neral fyftem ; and thus, by rendering it 
more fufceptible of that inflammatory ten 
dency, which we have fhown to be fo ne-. 
ceflary for effecting a feparation of morti+ 
fied parts, it may in this manner enable i€ 
' to free itfelf from them. It may likewife, 
perhaps, in fome ‘inftances, act as an anti 
feptic, merely ‘by correcting putrefac 
tion; though, in the former mode of ope-= 
rating, its effects, we apprehend, are gene« 
rally much more qouniderabie sg in the 
latter. ' 
~ In whatever manner the bers operates, — 
however, it can in no cafe of mortification 
be ever, with propriety, omitted, excepting 
in the firtt ftage of the diforder, while fe- 
veral of the inflammatory fymptoms -yet 
remain violent; but, as foon as thefe are 
: to= 
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tolerably abatetl; it may always, ‘both with 

fafety and advantage, be employed. | 
‘The beft rule with refpea to the quan- 
tity of the medicine to be exhibited, is to 
give it always in as large dofes, and thefe 
to be as frequently repeated, as the fto- 
mach can eafily bear. It is a great incon- 
venience, however, which is found to at- . 
tend almoft every cafe of gangrene, that 
the ftomach can feldom bear a fufficient — 
quantity of the’ bark in fubftance, which 
is always, we may remark, the beft mode 
of ufing it; but particularly in this dit 
order, when none of the finer preparations 
of the medicine are ever fo much to be 
depended on. : 
Of all the different foes employed for. 
exhibiting bark, I have generally found it 
fit eafieft on the ftomach when conjoined 
with fome of the fpirituous waters ; and 
to the ufe of which, in fuch cafes of gan= 
grene as bark itfelf is proper in, there can 
never be any objection. The following 
formula is far from being’ ‘difagreeable, 
2 : and 
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and I have known it anfwer with patients 


whofe ftomachs rejected every other: » 
R. Ag. alexiter, fimp. | kia 
cinnamon. fort. aa unc. iii. 
aromatic. unc, ii. * 
Pulv. cort. Peruv. fubtil. unc. fs. mifce3 
coch. ii. omni femihora fumendis, ,agi- 
tata phiala. — | 
In this manner a drachm of the Bark 
comes to be taken every hour, which, in 
general, in lefs than twenty-four hours, 
has a confiderable influence in producing 
a change on the diforder. A great deal 
depends upon the medicine being in a fine 
powder, as patients often bear confiderable 
quantities of it in that ftate, when they re- 
ject even very fmall dofes of a coarfe ai 
der. : 
As a fpecies of bark has the bees 
much employed, of a more deep red co- 
lour than the kind in ordinary ufe, I think 
it right to mention the refult of my own 
experience of it. I cannot pretend to form 
any judgment of the effedts of this remedy 
in the cure of 1 yptermartaaiity as, in. Edin- 
3 burgh 
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burgh and its environs, agues are very 
rarely met with. But, fo far as I have yet. 
feen, its influence, in cafes of gangrene, and 
in correcting the thin fetid difcharge of 
putrid ulcers; is far inferior to that of the 
 beft ordinary bark of a brown or cinna= 
‘mon colour;” One very remarkable in- 
.ftance of this it may not be improper to 
mention: A gentleman, for feveral years, 
had laboured under a finuous ulcer, the. 
difcharge of which, once in two or three 
months, always became thin, putrid, and 
_ veryacrid. The influence of common bark, 
in correcting this, was fo remarkable, that 
a few dofes of it commonly had a confi- 
-derable effect in rendering the matter thick 
and much lefs offenfive. From the tafte, 
‘and other fenfible qualities of the red bark, 
being ftronger than thofe of the ordinary 
kind, I was at firft inclined to think favour~ 
ably of it; and among others I prefcribed 
it to this patient. But although he conti- 
nued for feveral days to take it in the fame 
dofes he had always ufed of the other, 
: he oy not experigaes any advantage from | 
: ! H mone ats 
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it: veishie’ on the ouhian hand, on the com- 
mon bark being again employed, the 


matter from being thin and fetid, was | 


quickly converted into aie a’ proper 


~ confiftence. 


One trial, however, i 1S shy no means fuf- 


ficient for enabling us to form a juft opi- 


nion of any medicine: And accordingly L 


was refolved to put it to the fame bo in 


future occurrences of a fimilar nature. . 

has now been three times tried in the neo 
manner, and the refult has been always 
the fame. The red bark has never produ- 


ced any change on the nature of the dif- 


charge, while the influence of the other has 


been uniformly the fame. Indeed, our pa- . q 
‘tient is now fo much convinced of the in- 


efficacy of the former, that it is with re- 
hiétance he is induced to take i ite although, 
at firft, his expectations from it were raifed 
very high, not only from. the opinion I had 
endeavoured to give of it, but from the 
high panegyrics beftowed on it by others. 

This is the moft remarkable cafe I have 


- met with for comparing the effects of the — 


‘dif- 
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) tein kinds of baie but I Hive likewife 
feen the red bark fail in other cafes, where 
the common kind of it proved evidently 
ufeful; fo thar, although I cannot ‘with 
certainty fay that the red bark will never 
prove ufeful in cafes of mortification, and 
in fuch ulcers as wehave defcribed, yet from 
the refult 6f all the experience | have yer ; 
had of it, I am inclined to confider it a$ of 
@ very inferior nature to the other. Far- 
ther obfervation, however, is neceflary to 
determine a matter of fuch i importance. _ 
: Together with bark, the vitriolic acid is 
_ frequently employed with advantage; and 
the beft form of ufing it is, by acidulating 
all the patient’ s drink with elixir of vitriol. 
_ Thefe are almoft the only internal re= _ 
medies to be depended on in cafes of gan- 
_ grene, Many others, indeeed, have been 
recommended ; but all the advantages to: 
be obtained from any of them, may be 
procured with more certainty from fome or 
all of thofe. we have already enumerated. 
In the way of external application, we 
find a variety of remedies pointed out by 
au 2 - authors, 
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authors, and particularly thofe of the an- __ 


tifeptic kind; fuch as all the warm gums 
and balfams, ardent fpirits, and even al- 
cohol: and to admit of their nearer appli- 
cation to the found parts with a view to 


the prefervation of thefe from putrefaction, 


deep {carifications through the difeafed 


and into, the found bat have Reap oe : 


rally recommended. 

. But although fuch articles may hk of 
ufe in preferving dead animal-fubftances 
_ from corruption; yet that they will always 
prove ferviceable, in the fame manner, in 


_jiving bodies, is probably very much to be ~ 


doubted. And it is even apprehended, by 
the ftrong irritation they always occafion 
when applied | to a living fibre, that, in fuch 
cafes as. the prefent, they may rather do 
mifchief; it being only, as we already ob- 
ferved, a very flight degree of inflamma- 
tion that is required. The incifions too, 
when carried into the found. parts, with a 
view to facilitate. the operation of fuch re- 
medies, may likewife do harm; not only 


from the rifle of wounding the ist bats: 


‘Tels, 
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fels, nerves, and tendons, that lie in the 
way; but alfo, by allowing a free and far=. 
ther entrance of the putrefcent fluids into 
~ the parts not yet affected: And unlefs they 
are carried fo deep as freely to reach the 
found parts, applications of the antifeptic 
_ kind can never have any effect in an{wering 
the purpofe for which they are intended. 
For thefe reafons, and from never having 
obferved any advantages to accrue from 
{carifications, I have long thought that they, 
cai be entirely laid afide *. | 
| eD uae engi Theriac | 


ia % Although I was paiduced from Sy erie of 
what is here advanced againft the ufe of fearifications 
as well as of the impropriety and ineficacy of very 
warm ' ‘ftimulating applications in cafés of mortifica- 


' \tion 3 it was- not without difiidence that I firft ventu- 


red to affert it, the opinion at that time being, in this 
place at leaft, in a. great meafure new. I am now 
happy to find, however, in a late publication, the fame 
practice recommended from the beft authority. Vide 
| ey Obfervations by Percival Pott, F.R.S.' &c. 

In the fame publication is given a particulat deferip- 
tion of a {pecies of mortification incident to the toes 
and feet, in which Peruvian bark has little or no. influ- 


_. ence, and. in which opium, given in large dofes, fre= 
quently repeated, proves a vid effectual remedy. 


/ * 
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Theraic was, in former times, and {till is 
with’ fome practitioners, a very common 
application in every cafe of gangrene; but 
from any opportunities I have had of feeing 
it ufed, I cannot fay that it ever feemed to 
produce any evident good effects. 

_ All the advantages commonly derived 
.- from the great variety of applications re- 
commended for gangrene, are obtained 
with more eafe, and generally too with 
“more certainty, from the ule of any gently 
ftimulating embrocation; which, by ex- 
citing a flight irritation upon the furface, 
and efpecially when aflifted by a free ufe 
of the bark, as was already direéted, at 
laft commonly produces fuch a degree of 
inflammation as is wifhed for. With this 
view, I have frequently known a weak fo- 
‘Jution of fal ammoniac in vinegar and wa- 
ter anfwer exceedingly well; a drachm of © 
the falt to two ounces of vinegar and fix 
_ of water, form a mixture of a very proper 
{trength for every purpofe of thiskind; but 
the degree of ftimulus can be eafily athe : 
intcreafed or diminifhed according to cir- 
cums - 


v 
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db R-Enies, by ufing a rset or {maller 
proportion of the falt, nak dai 
Although, for the reafons we ie ae 
ready advanced, incifions may not, in ge- 
neral, be proper; yet, whenever the mor- 
tification runs very deep, it is of fervige to 
make {carifications into the difeafed parts, 
 {o as to remove a portion of them: which, 
by taking off a confiderable load, perhaps, 
of putrid dead matter, not only leflens the 
fetor, which in fuch cafes is always confi- 
derable; but often renders it more ealy 
for the found parts to free themfelves from 
the remainder: When with this view, how-= 
ever, incifions are employed, care fhould | 
always be taken that they be not carried 
the length of the found parts. bi.) 
_ Whenever, either by the means we have 
recommended, or by the effects of a natu 
yal exertion of the fyftem, a flight inflam- 
mation. begins to arife between the difeafed 
and found parts, we may 1n general, with 
tolerable certainty, expect, that, in due 
time, a thorough feparation will take 
place; and, when a full fuppuration has. 
. oH ye fairly 
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fairly commienced, there then can bé little 


doubt but that the mortified parts reel be 
very {gon and eafily removed. |... >.) 

A feparation being completely effected, 
the remaining fore, which is then to va 
confidered merely as a fimple purulent ul- 
cer, may be treated in the fame manner.as 
fuch fores generally are, | with very flight 
| eafy dreffings ; ; at the fame time that pro- 


per attention muft always be paid to fup- 
port the ftrength of thefyftem, by the con- 


tinuance of a nourifhing diet, the bark, 
and fuch quantities of wine as may. feem 
to be neceflary. ! ciate 

Although fuch ulcers, homed as re- 


main after gangrenous affections that have 


not been very extenfive, may, in general, 
be healed i in the manner now mentioned ; 


yet, in mortifications feated on the extre-_ 


mities, and which have penetrated. to the 
bones, it fometimes happens that the whole 
farrounding foft partscome to be deftroyed, 


fo that amputation of the member is there-. 


by rendered neceflary. But we fhould ne- 


ver have recourfe to amputation till a ful} 


and 


| tr & 
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and thorough feparation of the mortified 


parts has taken place: fo that it ought, in © 


every cafe of gangrene, to bé held as an 
eftablifhed maxim, never to amputate a 
member till a full ftop has been put to the 
-difeafe, or even till a complete feparation of 
the’mortification from the found parts has 
been produced. For although the parts 


immediately contiguous to thofe evidently 
difeafed, may outwardly appear to be. 
found, yet there can never be any cer- _ 


tainty of thofe, even directly below, re- 
maining fo till a feparation occurs; fo till 


this has evidently taken place, we can never 
have any fecurity for the diforder not re~ 


turning, and perhaps immediately too, up~ 
on the remaining {tump. 

It muft be obferved, however, that as 
foon as an entire feparation of the gangrene 
has occurred, no time fhould be unnecef~ 


farily loft in putting the operation in prac- ~- 
tice; for, as long as-any of the corrupted . 


_. parts remain in conta with the found, 
2 “F fyilem muft ftill be fuitering confider- 


ably, 
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_ Onthe Theory and Treatment of Uxcers, 
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Obfervations on U (eu in *aiheg: 


ce 


Y different qurhiors very different des 

# finitions have been given of the term 
Ulcer: But what in general feems to be 
underftood by it, is, A folution of. conti= 
peo in any os the fofter parts of the body, . 
LDR 


WK 


# 
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ge 


! difcharging either pus, fanies, or any other 
vitiated matter ; and. this, whether the 


complaint may have. originally proceeded 
from an internal or an external canfe. 
Many writers, indeed, have confined the 


term, to fuch fores as are the confequence 


of fome internal diforder of the fyftem, 
But in this they have certainly | erred: for 


even the moft fimple wound, not in the 


leaft connected with any other difeafe, if 
it, does not heal by what is called the firft 
iatention, without the formation of mat- 
ter, muft, in its progrefs towards a cure, 
always end in an ulcer. 

Although, in ‘compliance with cuftom, 
we have, inthe definition, confined the feat - 
of ulcers to the foft parts only; yet thac 
ulcers of the bones do likewife occur,. is 
certain. Thus every fpecies of caries at= 


tended with lofs of fubftance, may, with 


propriety, be termed an ulcer 3 and it is 
fo in reality, bath in its ages poem and 
effects. eacte : 

But, in order to prevent fath acfsatian 
as commonly occurs from the introduction 
of 


KL 
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of. more dincnuat trai are abfolutely 


neceflary, I mean to confider caries as an 


c accidental fymptom of ulcers, and to {peak 
of it under the general denomination of 
Carious Ulcer. © , 
- -* Ulcers have been doninionly diftin= 
_ guifhed by different appellations, according 
to fome particular circumftance attending 
them; and different methods of cure have 
accordingly been pointed out for each. 


And if thefe had been taken from charac= 


teriftics fuficiently diftin@, and of any 
real confequence either in the theory or 
treatment of the different diforders, they 


would certainly have been material, and 


ought to be retained. But as it is evident, 
that many of them have been formed from 
 circumftances either not very ‘obvious, or 
_ from fuch as are merely accidental, and 
that do not, therefore, afford any real dif 
tinGion, to! adhere to thefe could never 
be productive of any advantage; and might 
even, it is prefumed, frequently do mif- 
‘chief, by leading to a more complicated 


practice, when a much more fimple treat- 


ment 
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eiietit Would’ probably anfwer the pure 
‘pofe. ) 

The different circumftances hie Wiiicti 
ulcers have Serottsbien their denominations, 
are, | 
a. From the general appearances of the 
 folids in the parts difeafed: as the Callous, 
Fungous, Fiftulous, &c. 

2. From the nature of the matter dif: 
charged: as the’ Ichorous, Sordid, and. 
Purulent; from their difcharging a thin 
ichor, a2 more vifcid glutinous kind of 
matter termed fordes, and oe take 

ter. | 

3. From their duration; as so Recent; 
and Habitual. 

4. From the attendant fy fait beiae 
mild or violent, they: are denominated Be- 
nign or Malignant. And, — 

5. They have been termed reneest, 
Scorbutic, or Scrophulous, according as . 
_ they have been fuppofed to be connected 
with the Lues Venerea, the: weap oF 
Scrophula. — 

Thonghit ney be proper for sia@ittibners 

ied to 
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to be acquainted with thefe and other terms 
that have been ufed, in order more accu=' 


rately to underftand the meaning of au- 
thors, and to explain to one another the 
appearances of difeafes ; yet it is exceeding= 
ly obvious, that many of the diftin@tions 
we meet with in books, have been taken 
from circumftances quite too trivial to 
have any real influence on the diforders, 


_and which confequently can have no other 


effect than to embarrafs and perplex all 


fuch as enter upon the inied of ‘egy ieee 


of Brae AE Oe 


§ 1. Of the Arrange ft Ulcers. 


THE elise arrangement os ulcers, 


at the fame time that it appears to be ex- 
ceedingly fimple and natural, comprehends 
every {pecies of the complaint that. can 


occur; and, if duly attended to, will, we 
hope, render the method of treating them 
- more effectual,-and at the fame time more 


certain than in general it is found to be. » . 


Ulcers, hens may be divided i into two 


gene- 


t 
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general claffes, Inthe firft we mean to com= 
prehend all fuch as are merely local, and 
- that do not. depend pies me yendee of 
» the fyftem:: © . 

- In the fecond. vatk all fach ised are 
included as are the confequence of; or that 
are. connedted with, seid hemi of the 
conftitution. | no ieeenD ies . 
- 6ecDhe ‘impiirtnice: of fach a elafhification | 

appears evident from the very great differ= 
ence in the treatment, which undoubtedly 
fhould take place, between ulcers that are | 
only topical affetions, and fuch as afe — 
connected with any diforder of the fyf- 
tem. It is frequently, indeed, from ‘want 
of due attention to a diftinction of this 
- nature, that the treatmentof’ ulcers is ren= 
dered fo tedious and uncertain as it very 
often is.’ For, by forming a diagnofis too 
haftily, and by treating an ulcer that is 
merely a. topical affection, “with remedies 
directed to fome diforder of the general 
fyftem, many are forced to undergo very . 
unneceflary courfes of medicine, and may 
thereby have their conftitutions” sagt 
rably hurt. | | 
3 A 
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A contrary error; again, not unfrequent- 
“ly happens, which is fometimes attended. 
_ with very difagreeable confequences, name=_ 
ly, the treating, as fimple local affedtions, 
thofe ulcers which are certainly owing to 
fome general diforder of the habit; and 
which it is, therefore, in vain to cape et to 
cure by topical remedies only, unlefs the 
difeafe of the conftitution be at the fame 
time attended to. Sometimes, too, an ul 
cer is treated as a diforder of the conftitu= 
tion; but, by miftaking the nature of the 
_ complaint, which of courfe mutt oceafion 
a mifapplication of remedies, the cure of 
the fore is thereby not only greatly retard- 
ed, but the fyftem in other refpeds is of- 
ten brought to fuffer very materially. 
Thus, an ulcer conne&ted with a feors 
butic habit of body, is not unfrequently 
miftaken for, and treated as, a leprous, or 
perhaps a venereal affection; acitcumftance 
which muft undoubtedly ied to a kind of © 
practice that will frequently be attended — 
with difagreeable confequences. | 
The only caufe that can occur, to occa 
| { (oan 
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fion fuch miftakes in practice,.is the want 
of a proper fet of diagnoftic fymptoms for 
the feveral {pecies of ulcers. This, in the 
enfuing feGions, we have in fome mea- 
fure endeavoured to remedy, by enume- 
rating, as clearly and concifely as poffible, 
the different characteriftic fymptoms of 
each: the feveral varieties we have men- 
tioned contain every diftinétion of impor- 
tance; but as they are not near fo nume~ 
rous as thofe commonly enumerated by. 
authors, the means of diftinétion we have 
- propofed will probably characterife them 

‘with more precifion than ulcers in ong 
ral have hitherto been. +t 

But before going on to the Kettle : 

- confideration of the different fpecies of the 
 diforder, it will not be improper, in the 
firft place, to make a few obfervations upon 
ulcers in general ; and #3 with | Soi 
to their caufes. 


G2. Of the Caufes rs Ulcers in ie e 


The caufes which, in aire circum- 


a te 


oo | | lances, 
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ftances; may give dc¢cafion to ulcers; are 

exceedingly various ; ‘bat in géneral they 
are found, on examination, to arife from 
one or other of the following nature. 


iT: From fach as may be termed Occa- 
fional or Exciting Caufes: Of which kinds 
are, wounds in general—bruifes ending in 
fuppuration,—burns,—and inflammation, 
from whatever caufe it may have arifen, 
when’ it terminates caters? in gangrene or 


fuppuration. 

2. From fuch as with propriety may be 
_ termed Predifpofing caufes; of which kind 
are” ‘confidered, all ‘ito ders of the fyftem 
in general, attended with determinations 
to, or affections of, particular parts: fuch _ 
as fevers of all kinds that terminate in 
what are called Critical Abfceffes—alfo 
lues venerea—fcrophula—and feurvy.. 

3. Ulcets may proceed from’a combina= 
tion of the two foregoing caufes, Thus a 
flight fcratch, or excoriation, that in a 
found conftitution would heal without 
any trouble, in a habit tainted with any 

hte ae Ae liye) of 
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of the above-mentioned diforders will ices 
quently produce a. matey <ifagecenhil, and 
tedious ulcer 


Sis. of the Prognofis is of U Icers in general 


3 THe caufes of eee fo very va~ 
sious both in their nature and. effects, the 
prognofis to be given in all fuch complaints 
ee it is evident, be no lefs fo. 

. It muft depend upon the nature of © 
a ainrene exciting caufes that may have 
given rife to the diforder. 

2. Upon the fituation of the fores ; and, 

3. On the time of life and habit of baty 
of the patient at the time. 

With refpe& to the firft of re it is 
evident, that the occafional caufe. muft 
have a very confiderable influence on the 
nature of the complaint. Thus an ulcer 
proceeding from a fimple wound, inflict- 
ed with a clean cutting inftrument, will, 
ceteris. paribus, always heal more eafily, 
than one that has been the confequence, 
either of a fevere bruife, or of a wound 
from a foul ragged inftrument. 


Sea. I. Ulcers in ae 133 


Tt is likewife found, that pundtured ; 


wounds are much more difficult of cure, 
than fuch as have large free openings; and 
this again may be ane to two i 
reafons. 

1. To the want of a mbats exit to the 
matter ; which, in punctured wounds, is 
very apt to infinuate itfelf between the 
common teguments and mufcles, and even 
between the interftices of the different muf- 
cles themfelves: a circumftance that fre- 
quently lays the foundation of cae trou- 
blefome finufes. | 


2. Pain and inflammation are always 


much more troublefome i in wounds occa- 
fioned by punctures, than in thofe where 


the parts have been freely and extenfively 


divided. For it is found by experience, 
that the irritation occafioned by the par- 
tial divifion, either of a nerve or of a ten- 
don, proves always much more confider- 
able than when the parts have been tho- 
roughly cut in two: And hence has arifen 
the practice -of enlarging all fuch wounds. 

| tan often carries off the Par aunt 


I 3 flammatory — 
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flammatory fymptoms more effectually, 
than all the applications and remedies that 
in fach cafes are generally recommended. 
Secondly, The cure of ulcers, it was ob= 
ferved, is confiderably influenced by their 
fituation; and this, we may remark, is the 
cafe i in two different refpedcts. | re 
‘t. With refpeét to the natureand orga- 
_ nization of the parts. on vauihigh: bina are 
feated; and: Yea aes Ry ie 7; 
2. ve to. tied reves on es eek of 
the body, or on eo ude or onier extre= 
mitted, 7G ¥ 
Thus it-»was lenge ago Hegel sal it 
has fincé been confirmed by experience, 
that ulcers in the foft flefhy parts heal 
much more eafily, than when the tendons, 
aponeurofes of mufcles, glands, ome a 
or bones, are affected, - | 
The pain occafioned. by (Gres in ae fofe 
-mufcular parts is not fo confiderable, the 
difcharge is generally better-conditioned, 
and the cure commonly advances more 
quickly, than when any of the other parts 
are. the feats of the diforder : And, on the 
other 
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other hand, ‘whether: ulcers are. Peed in 
the cellular membrane, in the _tefidons, 
-periofteum, or bones, their cure is always 
_ obferved to go on much more eafily, when. 
feated in the trunk of the body, than on 
any of the extremities; and of thefe, again, 
the legs and feet are found by every prac- 
titioner to be the moft troublefome fitua- 
tion for fores of every kind. 

The. depending fituation He the latter 
feems to be the principal caufe of fuch a 
difference : for the fluids having, in them, 
to proceed i in a direction quite contrary to 
their own gravity ; ; and this too at fuch a 
confiderable diftance from the heart, where 
the influence of that organ cannot be ma- 
terials: whenever any of the parts happen 
to lofe their tone, or by any accident fuffer 
in their arrangement, fwellings, efpecially 
thofe of the ferous kinds, very naturally 
occur. And, when fuch fwellings do arife : 
in the neighbourhood of ulcers, by. occa= 
fioning too great an afflux of matter to the 
fores, the difcharge at laft becomes vitiated 
in its quality likewife; and thus the ‘cure 
14 Pe ee 28 
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is protracted, till the parts, by reft and 
propet management, have apa pevesered 
their natural tone. . : 

It is from this circumftance cies that 
a material part of the cure, in ulcers of the 
legs; isfound to be obtained from reft, and 
in keeping the limb in an horizontal po- 
{ture. One great advantage too of the laced 
ftocking, in fuch cafes, confifts in its ten- 
dency to prevent thefe kinds of fwellings : x 
This will hereafter, however, be more oso 
ticularly taken noticeof. 

The fituation of ulcers, with refpect to 
the neighbourhood of large blood-veffels 
and nerves, from the danger of thefe at 
laft becoming affected, muft, likewife, 
have a confiderable influence on the prog- 
nofis; as ought alfo their being feated up-_ 
on, or very near to, any of the large joints; 
or there being any rifk, from their fitua- | 
tion, of the matter penetrating into-either 
of the cavities of the cheft or abdomen. 

It was, in the third place, obferved, that 
the prognofis, in every cafe of ulcer, fhould - 
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be much festa by the age and ey 
_ of the patient. | ) 
Thus, in young ey people, all the 
-fecretions are commonly better propor- 
~ tioned, both in quantity/and quality, than 
in the old and unhealthy, i in whom the {e+ 
creting organs are feldom capable of per- 
forming rightly their different functions: 
And, as the different difcharges from ul- 
cers are to be confidered almoit entirely as 
fecretions from the general mafs of fluids, 
_ their being of a good or of a bad quality, 
mutt of courfe depend fo much on a heal- 
thy flate of the folids, that it cannot ap- 
pear furprifing, their being fo much influ- 
enced by: me cantar health of the pa~ 
“etent.. 
The cure of lc ieatanes hereto, 
upon fuch a number of circumftances, a 


_. juft prognofis, it is evident, can only be ob- 


| tained sai a due a attention to a their va- 
rieties. oe i 


the fyftem might very probably fuffer from 
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mene relpeg i treatment of ihe: 
the firft circumftance to be determined, is 
the propriety of attempting a cure or not. 
That it is proper.to endeavour to heal 
every recent fore, is wniverfally allowed ; 


‘but when ulcers have been of long conti- 
nuance, or when they appear to have had 
vany effec either in carrying off or in pre- 
venting any diforder to which the contti- — 


tution may have formerly been liable, it 


has always been confidered 4s dangerous 


to attempt their cure: And, accordingly, 
almoft every author who has written upon 
the fubject, has exprefsly. determined 
againtt it, as being a: hazardous, and. even 
a dangerous practice. — Hie ee hy Ras: 
» Such ulcers as have askdrdeds a. ironies 
ab Rivers: and have been of very long 
ftanding, it would no doubt be exceed- 
ingly imprudent all at once to heal up, as 


the 
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the fudden retention ofa confiderable quan- 
tity of fluids, which it had been accufto- — 
med for along while'to throw off by means 
of fuch drains. Many cafes, indeed, have - 
ended fatally upon fuch ulcers drying up 
- fyddenly, either of their own accord, or by 
the imprudent ufeof aftringent applications. 
On the other hand, however, the trou- 
ble arifing from a foul extenfive fore, dif- 
_ agreeably fituated, and which is probably 
to continue for life, is an inconvenience 
which none butt very old or inactive peo- 
ple can be fuppofed willingly to fubmit to: » 
and, therefore, the difcovery of fuch a_ 
courfe as can render it fafe for patients to 
attempt the removal of fuch diforders, be- _ 


comes at once a moft important object. 


With a {mall degree of caution, the cure 
of every ulcer, we think, may be attempted; 
the only requifite precaution, before en- 
tering upon the means neceflary for this 
purpofe in habitual fores, being the intro- 
duction of fome other drain, by means 
of a pea-iffue or.of a cord: ‘The former 
of thefe is managed with the greateft eafe; 
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and, By increafing of amiarien.. the fize 
and number of peas made ufe’ of, the 
quantity of matter may be increafed or 
diminifhed at rena | | 


§ 3 te the Efeais of Ufues i in the Cure of Ulcers. 


AN iffue of this kind being paced 

and having come to difcharge properly, 
and in quantity nearly equal to what the 
vulcer afforded, the cure of the latter may 
be then carried on with the greateft free- 
dom; and if the fore has not been of very 
Jong ftanding, the fize of the iffue may 
be gradually leflened, till it is brought to 
contain a fingle pea only, which will pro- 
duce a conftant difcharge, with very Titele 
trouble. 

But when, on the contrary, the ulcer she 
been of very. long continuance, and efpe- | 
cially if it feems to have been inftru- 
mental in preventing any other formidable 
- complaint; in this cafe, the iffue fhould 
undoubtedly be continued of the fame fize 
for hfe: but even this may be done with 
| no 


» 
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no great inconvenience, at leaft in com- 
parifon with the trouble acne OS: al aes 


‘ulcer. 
This practice Ae we erie ‘Shine reas 


-foning alone, be confidered, at, Jeaft as fafe. 


For, if a drain equally copious is firftintro~ 
duced, and is afterwards kept running, the 


healing of the ulcer for which it was fub-- 


' ftiruted, however old. it may. have been, 
‘cannot, probably, in. thefe circumftances, 


be. productive of any harm,to the conftitu- 


tion; And] can fay, from much expeni- 
ence in this. branch. of fargery,, that no- 


thing commonly: proves, more effe@tual. in 


the cure of old ulcers) than. iffues; and 
Lnever knew an inftance of their. being at- 
tended with any material. inconvenience. . 


The objections that have been made to 


the practice here recommended, are, 
y. That an artificial iffue, to be conti- 
nued for life, i is almoft as: troublefome and 


| difagreeable i in its management asa natu-_ 


ral ulcer. ‘And, 


2. That nature having been, for a Jong 


time accuftomed: to the difcharge of a, par- 
ticular 


a’ 
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ticular Mind of eviDeb teh matter afforded by. 
the ulcer, we ought not ‘therefore, by in- 
novations, to run any rifk of diverting her 
ftated and ufual operations. ~~ me 

The firft of thefe arguments is very ea- 
fily, and has already, indeed, been partly 
anfwered; for it cannot be readily admit-~ 
ted, that a fimple iffue, for which we can 
choofe the moft convenient fituation, will 
ever prove fo troublefome as a large ulcer; 
and which is probably, too, very inconve- 
niently fituated. Of this, indeed, we have 
evident demonftration, from daily experi-_ 
ence; there being few complaints more 
perplexing to patients than extenfive ul- 
cers; efpecially when the difcharge is fo 
thin and acrid’as to fret the neighbouring 
parts, and which 1S not rng toarr oe 
Cale, | Ee Bs 


J 


6 6. The E fll of U gees on sth Confbitution a 
more on the Quantity than on the Quality — 
of the Matter di ifcharged. 


THe other objection alleged wet fhe 
practice of healing old Bai, is, as was al 
4 : ready 
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ready: obferved, the fuppofed anmers ari~ 
_ fing to the conftitution, from the retention’ 
of a particular kind of morbid matter, 
which by their means it had been. accu= 
ftomed to throw of, fl 

_ By the fupporters of his objection it is. 
Ps too, that although the matter of an if- 
fue may beequal in quantity to that afforded 
by an ulcer; yet that its being of a dif= 
ferent quality. muft render the yduebaige 
much lefs falutary. th few 
| Andi it muft be acleakvelgpecd. oe we 
~ do almoft univerfally obferve the greateft 
difference between the matter of an iffue, 
- and that which is difcharged from an ulcer; 
from the latter it, being frequently thin, 
tharp, and acrid, whereas a mild bland pus 
is the moft common difcharge from iffues. 
_ The foregoing argument, at firft fight, 
appears very conclufive; and it has pro- 
bably, with many, been the principal rea~ 
fon for rejecting the practice in queftion. 
Upon due ‘confideration, however, it will. 
not, it is prefumed, be. Le to be of much 
: importance; and that 3 at as more owing to 
the 
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the quantity difcharged by ulcers, than to _ 
the quality of the matter, that they prove | 
ufeful to the conftitution or otherwife, will,. 
with very little reflection, be rendered ex~ 
Soca a evident. — : 

Thus it is obferved, that thre Roptinge of 


even a pea-ifh ue, though it may never have 


difcharged any thing farther than the 
mildeft and moft fimple pus, if it has been 
of long continuance, proves equally dan= 
gerous. to the conftitution as the ftoppage 
of an ulcer that has difcharged nothing 
but matter of the moft acrid kind: a cir= 
cumftance which could by no means be the 
cafe, if the common opinion was well: 
founded, namely, that the bad effects of 
drying up old fores are to be attributed. 
folely to the retention of a noxious matter, 
which had Lo been cuehers ae, by 
them. 7 
And, that the tiauecioe Shrae of mat= 
ter difcharged, fhould, independently of 
every other circumftance, have 4 confider- 
able influence on the fyftem, cannot ap~ 
pear in the leaft furprifing, when we re- 
| 2 si Rt flect 
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fle& on the very confiderable proportion 


of fluids requifite for the fupply of an if- 
fue, of even a moderate fize, with pus. For; 
independent of the quantity that appears 
and is difcharged at the different dreflings, 

a large exhalation and abforption likewif@ 


of the more thin ferous parts is conftantly : 


and at all times going on; which circume« 
ftance alone accounts for the debilitating 


effects frequently produced by iffues, which 


in, Eom of hize appear very inconfider= 
able *. | 

Were we, ideed) certain that feck acrid 
and putrefcent matters, as are frequently 
difcharged by ulcers, previoufly exifted in 
the maf of blood, and that fuch fores fer- 
ved merely as drains for thefe; this would, 


no doubt, Prove a very weighty argument: 


but as it is probable, and indeed, I may 
K ek 


x 


* Upon this fubje€t Sir John Pringle remarks: « As 
‘* near as I could guefs, an ounce of ferum, upon ftand- 
‘‘ ing fome days, did not furnifh more of this matter, 
“¢ viz. Pus, than what might be produced by the daily 


running of a pea-iffue, or of a feton.” Vid. Exper. 


xly. Appendix to Difeafes of the Army, 


‘® 


te vs 5 
ee 
Pas 


none ae shel ani, aca ate: hae, 
blood, we are induced therefore to con- 
fider this argument.as of little or no ities 
portance. Nay PW San ES. 

. Very httle donfidavation,) indeedy. will | 
make it appear, that no fuch varieties of 
matter, as are frequently obferved | to flow 
from, ulcers, ever exifted in the blood. 
No analyfis of the blood has ever beent able : 
to difcover them: Nor can it be conceived, 


how fluids fo acrid, and fo different from 


the blood of a healthy perfon, ¢ n circulate 


in the delicate and irritable veffels of the 
human frame,’ witheut producing dange- 


yous or even fatal effets. Now it is well 


known, that the difcharge from. fom ae’ kinds’ - 
of ulcers, efpecially from thofe. generally 
termed Phagedenic, i is often fo acrid, as not 
only to excoriate the furrounding: parts, 


but even fometimes to render it danger- 


ous for a furgeon to apply. the eRe 

dreflings. | : 
. Fhe difeharge wich occurs from ai 
eyes; 
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eyes, in fome inftances of ophthalmia, ‘has 
been known too to be fo acrid as to corrode 
the: neighbouring parts; and the ferous. 
evacuation ‘produced by blifters; although 
commonily inoffenfive; is fometimes i 
_ fed of a great deal of acrimony. i 

“In fome cafes of feurvy, iedeat 3 con- 
fiderable degree of putrefcency, even of the 
blood itfelf, does, no doubt, frequently take 
place: but itis not in fuch ulcers as oc 
eur in this difeafe; that fuch very. acrid 
-corrofive htimours, as we are now defcri- 
bing, aré ever obferved; the phagedenic 
ulcer of authors, being a very different 
diforder from the true: putrid ulcer as 
| mBiEG DEC, ‘py Lind ae other writers on 
feurvy.. f giatind 

eBefides; ark! it were “teal sacs 
that thefe kinds of matter actually did ex- 
ift in the blood, even in a completely form- 
ed ftate, how is it poflible, that; by means’ 
of fuch ulcers, or any other drains, the 
morbid fluids chiefly fhould be evacuated, 
and fuch only left behind as are mild and 
dmnoxious? A circumftance which, how- 
Sa ever 


ever improbable 1 it may appear, has always 
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= ae. 


‘been afferted by the clit of the ophe a4 


-nion in queftion. — he: oy 
| The obvious ‘Gli dona of rh vate 
fhould induce us to reject it, though we 
could not propofe ; a more fatistactory opi= 
nion in its place. | But, as the various ap- 


in 
Pe rue te ae 


pearances and alterations which take place | 


in the difcharge of ulcers, feem evidently 


to depend in a great meafure on fome pe~ 


culiarity of the folids or fecretory organs 


connected with them, we are therefore more 


eafily induced to conclude, that other fup- 
pofitions do not merit our attention. _ : 
- The general feat of ulcers is in the cel= 
jular menbrane. Now it 1S well Known, 
that naturally there is fecreted i into the cells 
of this membrane, as there is into every 
cavity of the body, a thin tranfparent fe~ 
rum, the principal intention of which i is 
to keep thefe moift, and to facilitate the 
actions of fuch mufcles as are conneéted 


¢ 


with it. It is this chiefly, with a greater _ 


proportion of the coagulable part of the 
blood, which, with a due degree of heat, as. 
| gs dl was 
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was elfewhere remarked, fornis that mat- 
ter which we call pus; nd which we fup- 
pofe, and indeed find, to be thé natural dif= 


charge of ulcers i in a found healthy ftate“of 


the body ; and it is fome change induced 
upon the nature of this fluid, which occa= 
fions the varieties in the difcharges from 
ulcers, and from the fame ulcer at t different 
‘times. 4 

~Such_ changes, oth sh gehts may fre- 
quently be, in fome degree, influenced by 


different circumftances, as will hereafter be 


obferved, mutt yet, in a great meafure, de- 
pend upon fome particular affeCtion of the 


-veflels that feparate fuch fluids from the 


‘blood: for, by means of an external topi- 
cal application merely, we can often change 
the appearance entirely of the matter of an 
ulcer ; which in that manner we could 
never do, if the change produced upon it 
depended on an sbpore wel effected on the 
general mafs of blood. i aa 

According to the nature of the exciting 
and other caufes of ulcers, it is not unrea- 
peste to fuppofe, that very confiderable 


Ry K 3 |  dif= 


the oetor organs t to "which piece a ca 


readily be prefumed, 
that a burn will produce ‘a very aioe 


| effect from a cut, a bruife from a punic- 


ture, &c.; and that likewife, according te 
the. particular fate of the patient’s health 


at the time, very confiderable differences 
— willin the fame manner take place. 


“In what manner thefe different ‘eaufes 
operate in producing fuch various effects 
upon the folids or fecreting veflels of uls 
cers, is not, perhaps, to. be fo eafily | €x- 
plained, hor can we determine precifely 


‘what the particular changes they induce 


upon fuch parts really are. But, as all the 
caufes of ulcers, with which. owe: are ac- 
quainted,. are of an irritating ‘or. ‘ftimula- 
ting nature, itis probable they all act b: oy 
producing fome inflammatory affection ¢ on 
the extremities of fach. veilels as empty 
into the fores; and therefore, that the na~ 


ture of the dic lpaigileratle in every refpece 


depend much upon the depted of pulls 
mation thus raifed. - ralgie. Mat: decd. «he 


We 
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pe have endeavoured to Psi ity: lay 
prec ceding part of this work, that one cer+ 
tain effect ut inflammation i is to propel a 
greater quantity of the red globules of the 
blood into the fmaller fets of veflels than 
naturally they. are intended to tranfmit. 
This, when it occurs in vellels difcharging 


their, contents into ulcers, and efpecially 


when the inflammation i is confiderable, will 
render the matter. very different, both in 
colour, fmell, and acrimony, from genuine 
pus, which we have already demoniftrated 
soube produced from pure ferum only. 


_ Upon this principle it is evident that, 


many of the varieties of matter which we 
mect with i in fores, may be accor unted for 

‘Bor. other circumftances likewife occur, 
which. have. fome influence in producing 
many of the alterations that are obferved: 
The degree of heat efpecially, in which the 
‘part: is kept, as will afterwards be more 
particularly remarked, and the remora of 
‘the fluids for a longer or fhorter time in 
the cavities of fores, miuft have no {mall 
influence 3 in many. refpeds, but efpecially 
; K fh iy On 


-them. 
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on. the Grete of » confitency obferved in 


From one or cea of thele a oa Ney 
ces, or from different modifications of all 
of them, the various appearances in matter 
afforded by wounds and ulcers, are very 
clearly explained, without ie recourfe 
to that inexplicable doétrine of their pre- 
exifting in the fyftem. But although the 
cafe were otherwife, and that the feveral 4 
differences obferved could not be fo eafily 


_accounted for; yet that they depend i ina 


great meafure on fome peculiar aétion or con= 
JSormation of the veffels in the part affected, 
feems to be ftill more evident and probable 
than any other opinion hitherto advanced 3 
and is juft as certain as a great many cir- 
cumftances under our daily obfervation, 
that we cannot in any manner account for, | 
and yet have no fort of doubt as to shee 
reality. | | 

Thus, in what manner the nerves, Aspe 
in their ftru@ure are all fo fimilar, aét in 
the production of hearing, vifion, tafte, | 
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and all the different fenfes, is, perhaps, im= 
poffible ever to determine; as is alfo the 


action of the liver, fecretory organs ‘of the 
mouth, ear, &c. in producing fluids of 
- fuch different natures from the fame mafs 
of blood, and which did not previoufly 
feem to exift in it: Only that the facts are 
| fo, nobody ‘pretends to. doubt: And till 


the contrary is evidently demonftrated, we 


have the fame reafon to believe, that the 
different appearances of ulcers with refpect 
to the varieties of matter afforded by them, 


are at leaft more frequently owing to fome 


of the local caufes we have enumerated, 
than to any ngs oh gprils of ree sr 
mafs of blood. ‘ 


-I have faid more sear Geaiy thstes a 


dalle there are, no doubt, fome particular 


cafes of feurvy and of other putrid difeafes, 


as we have formerly remarked, in which 


_ the blood is fo much diffolved, as to rum 
_off by ulcers, and other drains in the form 


of a bloody ichor : fuch. cafes, however, 
occur very rarely, except in high degrees 


of the true {curvy, which are not often 
ma meet 
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met with in any country; an and although - 
they were more frequent than they really 


-are, they could never account for all bei 


varieties of matter afforded by ulcers. ra 
| The principal objection, therefore, that 


aa been made to the healing of long con- 


tinued ulcers, feems, on being examined 


‘into, to be no better founded in theory, 
than it is, as we have formerly remarked, . 
on real experience. For, although it has 


been ftrongly inculcated by the generality 
of authors, never to attempt the cure of 
fuch fores; yet all of them have probably 
beeneither biafled by that favourite opinion 
of morbid matrer in the fyftem ; ‘ory a few * 
having. led the way and laid down prin- 
ciples, the reft have indifcriminately CO- 
pied from eons ee having recourfe 
to/experiénesag hte Ree phe GPa ates 
_ Nay, we even pdaiendlads indeed it is 
Sensis evident, that long continued ulcers, 
inflead of proving ferviceable to the con= 
{utution, are not unfrequently attended 
with a good deal of rifk and danger. Thus, 
it 1s very common for ulcers on the fhin 
PHS; ; | and 


” 


+ 
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wi other, iota ‘immediately above the ~ 
bones, to penetrate fo deep as to affect the 
periofteum, | and fometimes even the fab- 
ftance of the bones themfelves ;\ which al- 
ways produce very troublefome and often 
: dangerous cariofities; every rifk ‘of which 
is avoided by having: recourfe roan iffuein 
a proper, firuation, at the fame time that 
every ee Ay 16 ae from it as” a 

ciraite, Hy teeth cm | 
~The iesceilea ab lee likewife,, jn an- 
other refpect, faffer much more from the 
long ‘continuance of an ulcer, than it ever 
can do from the fab(titution of an iffve: 

For it will furely be acknowledged, that 
"4 Nery. confiderable part of the matter fecreted 
by vulcers,. muft be again taken into the 
fyftem by the lymphatics; and ‘when it 
happens to be of a corrofive irritating na- 
ture, which in old fores it frequently is, 
not only the general mafs of fluids, but 
even the folids themfelves, aie tl sip in 
time become greatly vitiated. , 
Accordingly, there is not a com: 
mon, than very scaioiet a and even dan= 
geraus 


~ ; 5 . . 
J : P oe, 
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gerous obftructions of fach external glands 
as are fituated in the courfe of the lym- 
phatics leading from fuch ulcers; and as 
_ the glands feated internally are undoubt- 
edly, from the fame caufe, liable to the 
fame fort of affections, it furely cannot be 
denied, but that, from this citcumftance . 
alone, confiderable danger may attend : a, 
3 continued Wicers 6%: en et 
Thus it appears, that from every confi- 
deration, both with refpect to convenience 
and fafety, the cure of every ulcer ought 
to be atrempted ; and, with the previous : 
‘caution of inferting an adequate drain, it 
may pic be ne: - without any kind of 
— 3 " mere 
This ite it was chowphie neceffary to 
ti in) general, with refpec to the pro- 
priety of attempting the cure of ulcers ; 
and I have infifted the longer upon this 
part of the fubjeét, as the opinion generally 
received of it appears to be very ill found- 
ed, and not adopted from experience, but 
from hypothetical reafoning alone. | 
“.'When the healing of an ulcer, then, is 
GT 2 | ~ to 
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_to be attempted, the method to-be purfued 


for its accomplifhment | muft next be at=— 


tended to. _ By almoft every author who 
has given directions on this fubject, four 
different ftates, as they are termed, are enu« 


merated, as being neceflary for an ulcer to 


go through i in its progrefs towards a cure, 
namely, thofe of digeftion, deterfion, incar= 
nation, and cicatrifation; and various re- 
medies have been recommended as Pp: “oper 
for the different ftates, and for thefe only: 


And, upon this part of the fubject, it may 
be obferved, authors have fpoken with as 


much certainty and precifion, as if every 

circumftance in the treatment of ulcers 

could be regulated at difcretion. ‘ai 
Thus all the different kinds of nee 


tines, as. likewife the unguentum /gyptia-° 


cum, powders and tinctures of myrrh, eu= 
phorbium, aloes, &c. are pointed out as 
digeftives: as detergents, unguentum ba~ 
filicon, linimentum Arczi, mercurius pre= 
cipitatus ruber, &c.: with a view to. pro= 
mote incarnation, or the srowth of new 
granulations, powders of matftich, thus, &c. : 
| sand 


* 
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and as. Uhh accompli fl pethe cure. 
we find recommended’ a variety. both of 
Gmple and compound applications, | parti= — 


cularly all etna boleavearthayt aia 8 
meters nSadyiit vr iis 
- Sucha sculitien of divisions) bavignehe in 


the: feveral {tates or. ftages” of ulcers, with 
the confequent indications of eure, and re= ; 


medies recommiended. for the accomplifhs 


ment of thefe, has had a confiderable ten- 


dency to render the treatment of fuch difz 
orders more complicated than we find from 
more late obfervation to be in any degree 


neceflary. The indications. pointed out 


in the following feCtions, we hope, will ap- 
pear to be juft and fimple; and the effects of 
the methods of cure we have recommend- 
ed, will probably ‘be found much more 
confiderable than thofe which commonly 
refult from a more complex treatment. — 
We now proceed to:a particular confi- 
Bethe of the different clafles and {pecies 


of ulcers; and im pointing out the. feveral 
_ diftinctions, it will be, obfervedj as we 


formerly haaited that they are obvious cir- 
I | cumftances 


a 
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aftances only, and fach as at the fame 
time | indicate and require fome peculiarity : 
in the method of treatment, that are al- 
— lowed to have any mafitiences in nae ae 
: fing a epeciess! i 0 : 

Thus, thofe of the rf clafy, will all lof 
them i in their appearances, be found very 
different from one another; and all of them 
will likewife require fomething peculiar i in 
the method of cure: And again, thofe of 
the fecond clafs, it is prefumed, are equally 
well diftinguithed, and by fimilar cireums 
ftances, not only from « one another, but 
from every one that with propriety could 
be confidered as Lights a! to the ipsa 
ding clafs. — ' ent 
In the firft divifion of hears we compre 
hend, as was formerly remarked, all fuch 
as are merely local, and that are not con+ 
meted with any diforder of the conftitu- 
tion; and, in this view we mean to confi 
der the following different fpecies, viz. 

a. The fimple purulent ulcer, 

a. Fheimple-vitiated ulcer, 89 0 

. | met War Phe: 


ae 
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wuigey Tie fungous ulcer. ret th | 

- 4. The finuous ulcer, a ib / 

og é'The callgusuleer: 4 ge 
6. The carious ulcer. _ eae, 
+.The cancerous; and, = ist—«is 


' 8. The cutaneous ulcer. 
- In the fecond clafs of ulcers all fach foreh 
3 are meant to be included as are the con= 
fequence of, or that are connected with, any 
- diforder of the fyftem. The different f{pe- 
cies of which are, the venereal—the {cor= 
butic—and f{crophulous ulcers. < 
It is propofed, as being firft in Poids to 
go through the confideration of the feveral 
{pecies of fores contained in the firft clafs; 
and to proceed afterwards, in. courfe, to. 
thofe enumerated i in the fecond divifion. 


4 
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s I. of the Cp rivie: nit me Prognofis, of 
the fimple Purulent Ulcer. 
WD) XY the fimple purulent ulcer, is meant, 
) U that {fpecies of fore, which is entirely 
~ a local affection, and. is attended with a 
- very inconfiderable degree of pain and in~ 
| flammation, whilft the difcharge afforded 
by it is always of a mild purulent nature, 
and of a proper confiftence. 4 
.. ‘This fpecies of ulcer is fixed upon z as the 
firtt to be treated of, from its being the 
> moft fimple that can occur, both in its 
~ fymptoms and method of cure. And, 
as it is to the ftate of fuch an ulcer 
that every other fpecies of phe diforder 
+ ii mutt 


* 


ar Li a oben atonserth ie Lt 


mee ie sive treatment of thefe = thal ai 
time coincide with that which + we are now 
confidering,, proper: references, i in order. to 
prevent repetitions, will always be. made to 


.4 


what may be hereadvanced. 
Together with the Kote sieae 
mentioned in the definition of this {pecies 
of ulcer, itis not improper. here to remark, 
that the granulations. which arife i in it are 
of a firm, freth, red, healthy appear ance 5 
and, if no unforefeen accident ‘eecurs, it ne 
eure, in general, goes on regularly, and 
without i Ea ds) tg all ee spt : 
duced. Ny addi le! a ies 
‘In eonGadriag. the origin of the diforder, | 
it may be obferved, that even this, the moft | 
fimple fpecies of ‘ulcer, may be pivanieat 
bya great variety of caufes; but, from the 
definicion we have’given of it, i¢ will ‘be 
a uunderfto ad, ch. es maft all be fuch as 
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ad t merely by prod icing a local. affeCion 


without i the Tet Faledenee the ua 


of all kinds that sree Brocsiaedys unite 
without 1 the formation of matter; and this 
whether they may have been attended with 


lofi of fubftance or not. ‘Under. this head : 


we may rank all chirurgical operations — 


| attended with incifion into bi part. a Be 


op ei 


ba 


emia other caufes e fach Dies, muft | 


be mentioned, burns, in whatever manner 


they may. be. produced; whether by fire, 


aquafortis, fcalding liquids, &c.; alfo brui- 
- fes; and.in fhort, every Pxtarnal accident 


that terminates in fuppuration,. with an 


_ opening as a confequence Of ite. 


_ We donot, however, by any means in- 
tend to affert, that a fimple purulent ulcer 
is always a neceflary and am immediate 


confequence o of the different circumftances 


we have enumerated ; for the very reverfe 


| of this i 18. frequently found to take place: 


: Tas burns, » velpecially; are fometimes | 


L 2 known 


/ 
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known to aan very t decpedinie vitia= 
ted ulcers; and bruifes, as well as all the 
other caufes we have mentioned, ‘a te not. 
unfrequently attended with the fame effed. | 
Ic is only contended, that fome one or other 
of them may in general be confidered as 
the primary or original caufe of fach ul- 
cers, independent of any appearances they : 
may exhibit before they are a ea into 
- the fimple purulent ftate. 

With refpect to the prognofis in s this f Spe | 
cies of ulcer, it fhould almoft in every in- 
ftance be exceedingly favourable; more or 
lefs fo, according as there is a lefs.or a 
greater lofs of fubftance, and according to 
the fituation of the fore and habit of body — 
of the patient. Thefe circumftances being 
attended to, together with what has already 
been mentioned upon ulcers’ in general, 
there will never remain any dowbnjerithy re- 
{pect to the prognottic. if oo 

Before we proceed to a particular i in- 
veftigation of the means to be employed i in 
the cure ofa fimple ulcer, it will not be im- 
proper to offer a few general obfervations 
upon 
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upon dic manner in which: nature feems to 
operate i in accomplifhing the cure of fores, 
as alfo on the effects of fach affiftance as 
may be afforded by art Bis iva the 
fame oo | 


Oae ao 


18 2. Remarks on the Gtoitb ba new j Parts in 
| Sores. Lac ty ERNE ei 
THERE i iS. evidently i in every ‘ulcer, ' in its 
progrefs towards a cure, a growth of parts 
that stends confiderably_ to diminifh any 
‘vacancy the complaint or accident may 
have occafioned. This fubftance, from the 
granulated form it affumes, has been ge- 
nerally termed Granulations ; and it ap~ 
pears, in every wound, in tates or fimaller 
: proportions, according as the. patient is 
young or old, healthy: or otherwife; — in fo 
much that, in young plethoric people, ‘the 
_. inereafe of parts is often fo confiderable, as _ 
to rife above the level of the neighbouring | 
teguntents, and to require. the ufe of dif- 
ferent cauttic applications with a view to 
reprels 3 eS hae he eM 
Le a When 


a 
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fible, fupplied, the remaining part of. the 
“cure poknAwis ihe formation ofa cicatria Xe 
i | This is effected, either when nature ‘alone 
’ produces ; an e) x ficcation, as it were, of the 
fi irface of fach granulations as had been 
_. previoufly raifed, and in that manner forms 
_ a kind of cuticle or fearf-fkin; or, iti is ob- 
“tained by art from the ufe of cnyinge aftrin- 
gent applications. ROS EM Cg hee 
» By the formation of new parts, oF} ‘gree 
nulations, it is not here, or ‘wherever the 
term. sy: be. made ule of, “meant” to in+ 


have been produced, ‘is thus, as far as pore i 


_.. finuate, that we fappofe real mufcular or il 


other a ar pe are ever coe 


wuh'a radtue srodn atthe abicks i le a - . 


a - certain degree i in ‘ulcers attended Sag lofs 
| of fabftance. Ni do Wa cae he 
The real nature of this. prod 1 i 


‘fitution be found, always takes ] slace toa 


- perhaps, eafily | to brie boat ; bur, 


rom its ch appearances, it 1s oby bvioufly 
very 


eee 3 
® | 
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very vafcular; from which j it is probable, 


that it confilts i in an elongation or extenfion’ 


of the fmall_ blood-veffels that have been 
divided, with a confiderable proportion of 
inorganic cellular fubftance; which, again, 


is moft probably formed i a matter fe- 


creted. from the mouths of fuch vellels, 


and which ferves chiefly a as s their perenne or 


means of connection. | 

We are not to. imagine, Tonia ‘chat 
any very extenfive lofs of fubftance is ever 
to be. entirely filled up in this manner: for 
a although, in particular circumftances, na- 
, ture does effe& the repair of very confider- 

able accidental. loffes; yet, in general, her 
‘operations of this. kind are very limited. 


_ In youth, indeed, before the different parts: 


have arrived at their full growth, and while 
, the feveral veffels are yet daily extending 
~ themfelves, confiderable loffes are, often, 
almoft completely repaired: but we ought 
‘mot, even at this period of life, to attribute, 
as pradt itioners commonly do, fuch cures 
entirely to the growth of new parts; for on 
_refleQion it appears very evident, that a cir- 

sumftance of a quite oppofite nature al- 
L4- ways 
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5 3. The Decay of the contiguous “tll Paes 
a neceffary Es in ibe cure of U leers. 


ie had, 
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‘Tus, though 3 in the He of every 
bata whether i it be attended with lofs of ¥¢ 


 fabftance or not, a growth of new ‘parts, as 


we have already remarked, generally takes 
place to a certain degree; yet the greateft: 
part of the vacancies, which in thefe cafes. 
always occur, is evidently more diminifhed. Mh 
by the decay or decreafe of the divided 
parts that remain, than by any other caufe. 
Indeed, the effe& with refpect to a cure is 
ultimately the fame as if all fuch deficien= 
cies were actually fupplied with a new fab-) 
ftance: for, if the-cavity of an ulcer be di- 
minifhed, or even entirely annihilated, by 
the fubfiding or wafting away of the parts’ 


with which i itis. furrounded, there is then’ 


no kind of neceflity for the formation of 
others: And, in effeét, cures ‘are often obs 
tained, efpecially in old people, without 

| i any 
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any evident growth of parts whatever, and 
this too in sie Sp tte and pmeniives 


ulcers. | AE lb) tt aN 
This part ites nature’ S prscelt' in dele cure 
of ulcers, is to a certain degree obvious 


even in the {malleft fores: but the larger’ 


the ulcer, the more evident always it ap- 
pears; and particularly i it becomes exceed~ 


- ingly remarkable in the cure of that very ‘ 
~ extenfive ulcer, which commonly remains 
after the amputation of any of the extre= 


pane efpecially of the thigh, 
In thefe inftances, indeed, there 1s never 


any -confiderable formation of new parts | 
obferved to. take. place ; ‘and the cure al- 


ways advances, jufttin proportion as thefkin 
is allowed to contract by the wafting away 


or decreafe of the parts which it furrounds: 
and fuch a decay, or diminution of bulk, 
‘is not, in any of thefe cafes, confined’ toone 


fet of parts only ; but extends equally to. 


all, the bones perhaps only excepted. oy 


Thus, after the cure of a ftump, every’ 
Well even the largeft, is almoft entirely | 
I «anne for a- confiderable’ extent: -at 

hw 3 3 deaft 


leaft nothing is Heinad to remain of Cae 


but the thin membranes, that compofed 


inconfiderable cords; the fibres of the dif- 


ferent. mufcles. are, in the fame manner, 
greatly diminihed ; and. the cellular fub- 


ftance feems frequently to be almoft. en- 


tirely annihilated. I have happened to 
meet with feveral opportunities of diffea- 
ing the ftumps of patients after death, and | 


the appearances were unifopmly as is here 
related, ie: 


ie Kg 


_ There is yet another cafe of whee in 
: mee the cure feems with fill greater pro= 


bability to. be chiefly effected | by. the i in- 


fluence of the fame caufe. Ina large i in- 


cifed wound; with little or no lofs of fab- 
ftance, its edges, in the courfe of twenty= 


- four hours, become greatly fwelled and 
‘tumefied ; they are thereby kept at a con- 
i fiderable diftance from each other, and the 
whole exhibits the appearance of a large 


foul ulcer. In this fituation it would re- 


main for a confiderable. length of time, af 


it fhould either be neglected, or treated 


‘their coats, now fhrunk into very {mall 


7t 


4 gerid irritating applications: As Rie how- 
% ever, as by warm emollient poultices, and 
other proper dreflings, a free difcharge of 
pus is obtained, tk einflam mation diminithes 
-—the {welling of the fides of the ulcer fab= a 
fides—and the fore gradually contracts to bi 
- fach a degree, that i its edges, which before 
“were much ipparated,, are now ‘Draught 
“near to dhe another. jr PM Pe! Ga Pee 
~The fame ssuaniibielbi is: obfervable in 
a | gesatvieati degree, in the cure of every 
ulcer attended with much. inflammation ; . 
where a great part of the treatment con= 
fifts in removing the pain, irritation, and 
- fwelling, which, in {Geh oe alae takes. 
‘place. | 
~ Every {mall boil 4 is found to exuabib he 
a re ‘appearances : : Ona boil: being laid 
open, an ulcer is always left, and the cure 
depends chiefly on the removal of the in-. 
-flammation and Ree af mie fipdimd, i 
ing parts, it ’ 
~ Thefe, oe it may . 2 faid, are seid} 
: sue of preternatural fwellings, per- 
ape originally excited by the prefence of 
fome 
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fome acrid i irritating caufe; “upon the re= 
moval of which, they may ae expected to 
fubfide, and the ulcers occafioned by them 
to contract and heal, The fame circum- 
ftance, however, has been fhown to take 
place even with refpect to the fubftance of 
found parts ; particularly, as we have al- 
ready remarked, after the amputation of a 
member; the Blood: weltels,” nerves, and 
mufcles, i in all fuch cafes, being conftantly 
found to fuffer a very confiderable decay. 
‘The fame thing is likewife known to 
pape in all deep tranfverfe wounds that’ 
penetrate through the different mufcles, fo 
as to reach the bone: fora cure, in thefe 
cafes, i is feldom to be obtained by the firft 
intention, efpecially when any lofs of fub- 
{tance has been produced. In the cure of 
ulcers which remain after fach wounds, an 
evident decay of the extremities of the di- 
vided parts always takes. place: and what 
fhows it in a remarkable manner is, that, 
in all fuch cafes, the - vacancies occafioned 
by the wounds are never fo large and. con- 
fpicuous immediately after the cure, while : 
the 
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the patient yet remains Jean and emaciated, 
as they afterwards ‘become, when in the 
courfe of time, by the recovery of health 
petite, a ll the parts of the body, and, 
among’ others, thofe which have been di- 
vided, come in a great meafure to regain 
their former bulk;, and when, accordingly, 
- all vacancies that hael been. occafioned by 
-fuch wounds appear to be more confider- 
able. "has a NE 
When, Meet. a eral eerie : 
into the cellular. membrane, or does not , 
J entirely divide the mufcles, the cavity pro- 
- duced by it, does, no doubt, in the courfe 
of time, gradually diminith, fo as fome~ 
times to difappear altogether. | This, how- 
‘ever; is in confequence of the parts below 
extending i in their diameters; which, in the 
other cafe we have fuppofed, of a. wound 
with lofs of fubftance. PERERA, to » the 
_bone, never can happen. ee OP ce 
. This opinion, with refpeat to the cure of 4 
wheids depending in a great: meafure upon 
the. decay of the. furrounding parts, was 
frit introduced by a very ingenious N) rench 
_ practitioner 
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have. th, Sip tli thd du ak rc 

others; much more remarkable effed t 
been attributed to it, t than, on examination, 

it will be found intitled PB M66 i yy RY, 
a hus Mr Fabre, and. Mr | Louis: ‘another: 
furgeon of eminence in Paris, affert, that. 
v mn me of. soaks fod wok do 


wee ies 


fing away of ae extremities ce aalia parts 
as. have been. divided; and they abfolutely _ 
affirm, that there never ddes occur any . 
lafting Sow ie of new 4a inthe heals. 


Such an ve a HHO is 2 einige a 
contradi@ory to. daily exp perience 5. and. 
feems to. be merely. the confequence of a 
lively imagination entering keenly into the. 


paper at a nianona do@irine: hah altho! hy 


fiderable | part sy « he, sabe im: every al in 
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caufe we have afligned; yet few praéti- 
tioners will, probably, deny, that i in many — 
inftances, | particularly in young: people, 
very confiderable productions occur of that. 
vafcular fabftance we have formerly. de- 
{cribed ; infomuch that it is fometimes a 
very troublefome matter to fupprefs fuch 
-excrefcences, fo as to keep them within 
proper litngtss oat og my gg hgN Be 
As a farther confirmation. that a growth 
of new parts does, to a certain degree, fre- 
quently occur, many very remarkable in- 
ftances might be mentioned from different 
authors, of deep and extenfive loffes being : 
almoft entirely repaired. by natute. It 
would here, however, be very foreign to 
/ our purpofe, and efpecially as it does not 
appear to be in the leaft neceflary; for by 
every candid practitioner it muft be ac- 
‘knowledged, that fuch occurrences are ng 
no means uncommon. _ aie : 
Though the opinion, vineo al cannot — 
be admited in fuch an extenfive latitude 
as thofe who introduced it might incline; 
yet, from the feveral arguments we have © 
_ advanced, 
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advanced, it will appear to have at leaft a 
_confiderable fhare in the cure of every ul- 
‘cer; and from all that has been faid with 
ce Dare to it, » this inference, we think, aney 
: of ulcers are nail ih des a . fpecies te new — 
“ : production, yet toa certain extent the cure 
, of all. fuch diforders depends very much 
upon. the contraction of the furrounding 
fkin, in confequence of the parts lying be- — 
low it fubfiding or diminifhing i in bulk. 
pres etm when there has been any preter- 
| natural t tumefadtion induced, as frequently 
happens in a particular manner in fcro-_ 
. phulous fores, 1s. effedted. merely by. the 
 difcuffion of fuch fwellings; but in others 
that are attended with areal lofs. of fub- 
{tance, the extremities, of even ‘the found 
remaining parts, mutt, as we have already 
Q. > eremarked, undergo, very confiderable di- 
. minutions. 
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From this view of the matter, a very 
material piece of practice, which we find to 
have been long ago known to pra¢titioners, 

‘but which of late has, for no evident rea= 
fon, however, been almoft entirely laid 
afide, comes to be clearly accounted for: I 
mean, the ufe of the laced ftocking in ‘ul- 
cers of the legs; which, by Wifeman and 
many other old writers, is much recom-= | 
mended, with a view to prevent thofe cede~ 
matous fwellings to which patients with 
fuch diforders are commonly liable. 

_ With this view, the laced ftocking i is no 
doubt to be confidered as the moft effeCtual — 
remedy; but it has, in all fuch cafes, I am 
perfuaded, been much more frequently of 
fervice, by ferving to promote that dimi- 
- nution of the adjoining parts, which we 
have tread fhown to be fo set for 
wn ics teciely Ndi the acneil of cabal” 
M | afforded, 
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afforded, it muft evidently prove equally 
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ferviceable in whatever part of the body 
fores may be firuated; and accordingly, I 


have conftantly found, that ulcers in the 


arm, and wherever a continued gentle 


preffure could be applied, have received’ 


more benefit from an application of this 
kind, than from all the other retneslins ufu- 
ally employed. | 

As itis the preffure therefore only, which 
in fuch cafes is wanted, it is moft conveni- 


ently made, both in the legs and elfewhere, 


by means of a pretty broad roller applied 


ipirally, if neceflary from the extremity of 
- the member, to a little above the difeafed 
“part; but when no cedematous {wellings 


occur, it generally proves fufficient to make 


the roller pafs from about three inches be-~ 


ag the fore, to two or three inches above 
In ulcers of the legs the roller fhould 
commence at the toes, and fhould becarried 


to the knee joint, or at leaft to two inches 
above the fores:' and, even in ulcers of the 
‘thighs, if any cedomatous fwelling oc- 
ours 3 in the leg, as is often the cafe, the 


bandage 
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bandage fhould commence at the toes; but 
when the leg is altogether free from rai 
ing, this 18 feldom found to be neceflary. 
By means of a roller, compreflion can be 
made more directly on any particular part, 
than with the laced ftocking; it is more 
conveniently applied too, and it generally 
gives lefs uneafinefs to the patient. It is 
likewife more eafily obtained: for the diffi- 
culty of fitting a laced ftocking, with that 
exactnefs which this application requires, 
is {o great, that very few tradefmen are cap- 
able of making it; whereas a roller may at 
_all times be cally. procured. 

Rollers, for this purpofe, ought to be 
about two inches and a half broad; and 
on experience it is found, that they anfwer 
better when made of thin flannel of the 
Spanifh or Welch kind, than of any other 
article. This.not only keeps the parts 


warmer than linen, which, in ulcers of 


every kind, proves commonly ferviceable; 
but the eres and elafticity of the flan- 
nel prevents it from fretting and galling 
the parts to which i itis applied; an incon~ 
M20 venience: | 
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venience frequently experienced i li- 
nen bandages. | 
In the application of fach a st ae it 
will readily be inderftood, that it fhould _ 
always be done in fuch a manner as par- 
ticularly to fupport the fkin, fo as to occa~ 
fion as near a conjunction as poflible of 
the edges of the fore. For as it is well 
known, that there never occurs any pro- 
duction of new fkin, or even elongation 
of the old, as much as can be eafily faved 
fhould | always be brought to cover fuch 
parts as by its retraction may have been. 
denuded; for all fuch as remain uncovered, 
have afterwards for their protection a thin 
{carf-fkin only, which, in ftrength, as well 
as in every other circumftance, is stack 
inferior to the cutis vera. | 
From a due attention to this point, cinch 
more affiftance is to be obtained in the cure 
of wounds and ulcers than is commonly . | 
imagined: for, in by far the ereateft num- 
_ ber of fituations, every wound not attended — 
with much lofs of. fubftance may be 
pepent to heal rs the re-union of the di- 
vided 
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het parts; which, in every cafe that can 
occur, is by much the moft eligible me- 
thod of cure. When this can ‘be properly 
accomplifhed immediately upon a wound 
being inflifted, it fhould always be done: 
but very often, when that precaution has 
either at firft been neglected, or when it 
has not then been practicable from a too 
great retraction of the parts, it may fre- 
quently be effected afterwards in rf later 
period of the diforder. 

For, in large wounds, when in the {pace 


| of about fourteen days a full fuppuration | 
has come on, and the inflammation which. 


| originally took place has in a great meafure 
i fubfided, the fides of fuch wounds, or ul- 

cers as they then are, may by proper com~ 
preffion. be either entirely united, or at 
- deaft brought fo far to approach one ano- 
ther, as greatly to diminifh any vacancy 
that at firft took place ; a circumftance 


which renders the cure of fuch complaints 


much more fhort and ealy than it is other- 
wife found tobe. | 


In the application of compreffion, for : 
M 3 ve tie 
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the purpofe we have mentioned, it 
underftood, from what we have faid al- 
ready, that it is not to be employed in any 
{pecies of ulcer while any confiderable’ de= 
gree of inflammation remains; but as foon 
as that fymptom is pretty ase removed, 
it may always be put in practice with the 
ereateft fafety. 

The remedy of which we are now w fpeak- 
ing, namely, compreflion, proves fo gene- 
rally ufeful in the cure of ulcers, that after, 
the inflammatory {tage of fores is over, it 

ought in, perhaps, every inftance to be em= 


ployed: Cures may no doubt be effected ) 


by other methods ; but I will venture to 
fay, that in the “moft troublefome of all 
fores, habitual ulcers of the legs, more 
lafting cures may in general be obtained 
by a proper application of preflure, than — 
by any other means with which practi- 
tioners are as yet acquainted. | , 

The other moft remarkable part of the 
procefs. of nature in the cure of ulcers, 
confifts, as we have already obferved, in 
the formation of a certain kind of new fub- 
: flance ; 


Bice: = nin sonadbttach of which we in 
fome meafure attempted to explain, by fap- 
pofing it co confift i in an extenfion of the 
divided veflels, with a confiderable increafe 
of cellular fubftance. This, in a found 
healthy ftate, appears, in every fore, in the - 
form of. an infinite number of very fmall 
tubercles, of a bright, freth red complexion, 
and in general, of a tolerably firm organi- 
fation. 

As, in Wifeated ftates of the body, thefe 
tubercles or granulations put on very dif- 
ferent appearances, according to the parti- _ 
cular nature of the complaint with which 
they happen to be connected, fuch peculia~ 
rities as are thereby occafioned in the feveral 
fpecies of ulcer enumerated i in the enfuing 
-fections will be all particularly taken no- 
tice of; as. will likewife the various me- 
thods uf affitting nature, ‘not only in the 


correction of the difeafed ftates of fuch 


productions, but in promoting a firm and 
healthy growth; for although this is chief- 
_ly to be confidered as the work of nature, 
yet art in different circumftances is fre- 

NE At quently 
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quently able to afford: her - 
able afhiitances: ~" eee . 

“Though the means neceffary For: bits | 
purpofe will be afterwards pa icularly 
pointed out, it will not bei improper, in the - 
firft place, to make a few obfervations with 
Tefpect to ‘their general tendency, fo that 
the operation of all of abt may. be then. 
more readily underftood. © 


§ 5. Of the Abiahiasds to be obtained from Art, 
it the Production of Granulations in ee uf 


OD principal advantage ai in ae 
refpect accrues from art in the cure of | 
fores, is the removal of fuch caufes as tend | 
to retard the natural exertions of the fyf- 
tem; and although the different, obftruc- | 
tions which nature meets, with j in her pro- 
erefs are- exceedingly various, yet they 
may all with propriety enough be reduced 
to two general heads, namely, to fuch as 
may be confidered entirely as of an inter- 


nal nature, and to thofe again which ope- 
Fate merely as external or local caufes. 
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Of the former kind are, every general 


-diforder to which the conftitution is liable ; 


as it 1s by experience found, that a fond 


healthy ftate of the fyftem only, is capable 


_ of producing proper granulations. 


‘Thus the cure of fuch uclers as occur in 


tues venerea, fcrophula, and fcurvy, can 


. | parts: For, as the fupply of fuch accidental 


never be properly effected unlefs the ge~ 
neral affection of the habit be frit cor= 


rected. 


_ Alow emaciated ftate of the Fitters too, 
proceeding either from a very poor diet, — 


or from immoderate evacuations, is found 
to be very prejudicial to the growth of new 


loffes as occur in fores, muft render it ne- 
ceflary to fupply the fyftem with a larger 
proportion of nutritious matter than is re- 


v quifite when there are no lofles or defici- 


~ timethe difcharge from theulceris confider- 
able, the repair of any deficiences mutt, | 


ences to be repaired, if a patient in fuch a. 


fituation be kept upon a low allowance in 
point of diet, and efpecially if at the fame 


in pera circumftances, it is evident, go on 
much 
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much more flowly than when the dnteary: ag 
of thefe occur. And in faé& we find, though — 
a very plethoric habit of body, with a full — 


allowance of heating nourifhing diet, is not 
proper for the cure of any kind of fores; 
yet that an emaciated ftate, and a low de- 


bilitating regimen, Ore early Pree 


dicial. , 

A middle courfe, chiectares fhould : in all 
fuch cafes be obferved, and the patien 
ought to be kept in a fituation at leaft not 
much more reduced than that of his ordi~ 
nary or natural health. (But this circum- 
{tance muft in a great meafure be regula- 
ted by the particular exigences of every 
cafe: for, in fome patients of a highly in- 
flammatory diathefis, every f{cratch almoft 
is apt to inflame and become troublefome ; 


fo that, when ulcers of any magnitude oc- 


cur in this ftate of the fyftem, it is often 
neceflary to keep the patient on a very low 
allowance. 

Others, again, 6fa contrary hahie of bo- 
dy, who have been much reduced, and who 
_have no particular tendency to inflamma- 
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tory ‘complaints, very frequently bear, and. 


receive much benefit from, more nourifh« 


- tng foods than they were formerly accu- 


ftemed to; fo that it muft always depend 
on thejudgment « of the pradtitioner, topoint 


out fucha regimen as may feem beft fuited | 


to the particular fituation of every patient. 
The local obftruCtions, again, which oc- 


| cur to the formation of new parts in ulcers, 
are of various kinds: but they may all be 


_ reduced to two general divifions; namely, 


to fuch as act folely in a methanical man- " 
ner by exciting irritation ; and thofe that 


are evidently of a corrofive nature. 
From daily experience, it is found, thae 


_ granulations in fores, are, cxteris paribus, 


always moft quickly formed when the part 
is kept entirely free from pain; and, when 
duly attended to, the reafon of this ap- 


‘pears fucfliciently obvious. For whatever 


proves the caufe of much uneafinefs, muft 
excite in the extremities of the divided vef- 
fels, as irritation does in every fenfitive 
part to which it is applied, a preternatural 


degree of action or ftricture; which is a_ 
: | | : {tate 
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ftate entirely oppofite to “what we have 
flown to be the moft fa vourable for the : 


production of new parts; - for as this very 
probably depends, as we have elfewhere 
remarked, on an elongation of the divided 


veffels, the more eafy and lax thefe are pre- 


ferved, the more readily always will fuch 


an extenfion advance. 


- And we do accordingly find, What what- 
ever tends to keep up any confiderable i in- 
flammation in fores, has a certain effect in 


putting a total ftop to the and cnc of 
_ granulations. | | ' 


‘Hence the neceflity roe removing. from 
wounds and ulcers, every extraneous body, 
or whatever tends to produce irritation ; 
and from the fame circumftance is ac- 
counted for the great advantage of drefling 
feldom, and of ufing mild Simple applica- 
tions, inftead of following the practice 
which formerly prevailed, of drefling much _ 
more frequently, and that too with very 
complex irritating ointments and wafhes. 

The other fet of local caufes that tend to 


aaa the formation of new granula- — 
. pene 
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tions} and which were faid to be of a cor= 
_ yofive nature, are chiefly all thofe vitiated 
: difcharges, which, by neglect or improper 
management, are fo apt to occur in every 
ulcer. For, almott every kind of matter che 
afforded by fores, that differs much in its 
nature, either in colour or confiftence, 
from mild and good pus, poffeffes con- 
ftantly a greater or lefs degree of acrimony 
or caufticity ; which in fome cafes is fo 
very remarkable, that not only the granu- 
lations are corroded and prevented by it mt 
from rifing, but even the neighbouring © 
found parts are often greatly injured. 

In all fuch diforders, the principal inten- 
tion to be kept in view, 1s the correction of 
this acrid ftate of the matter, whilft at the 

fame time we attempt to convert it into 
what is termed laudable pus; the feveral 
means for ’effecting which will afterwards 
in the different fections be particularly . 
‘enumerated. He 
_ Thefe different obftacles to the ‘Bins: 
tion of granulations being at laft removed, 
nature will always, as far as poflible, carry 
on 
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on their formation; and when, in due 
time, fuch vacancies as occur in fores, are, — 
either by their means, or by the effe& of 
compreflion, or by both, as much as may 
be, fupplied, the only remaining part of the - 
cure, as we formerly remarked, is the for- 
mation of a cicatrix. This, too, is fre- | 
quently, in a great meafure, effected by © 
nature; but it can often be confiderably 
promoted by the ufe of proper applica~ 
tions. 
 Whilft any G@icicnces 3 in fores remain 
to be filled up, and whilft the parts are for _ 
this purpofe ftill fhooting and extending, © 
the very mildeft applications, it was re- 
marked, are the moft proper; but, when | 
the lofs of fubftance has either been re-— 
paired entirely, or to fuch a degree as the — 
{trength and other circumftances of the 
patient will permit, thofe applications, 
which in the extending ftate of the veffels 
_ would have been prejudicial, now become — 
proper and neceflary. | 
_ Thus, all the mild ftyptic ue and 
wafhes, by contracting or corrugating the 
extre~ 


a 
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extremities of fuch efielrs as uhiava been di- 


vided, and by. producing an exficcation of | 


that inorganic cellular fubftance in which 


thefe are enveloped, tend to induce over 
the furface of fores that delicate thin co- 
vering termed Cicatrix; which, though 
it is at firft always very terider, yet in 
courfe of time it commonly acquires greater 


ftrength, by a farther addition of thick- 


nefs, from that fame cellular membrane 
which at firft contributed to form it. 
Having premifed thefe general obferva-. 


tions with refpect to the manner in which 
the cure of fores feems to be effected, and 


which apply in a great meafure to every 


fpecies of the diforder, we now proceed to 
the more particular treatment of the fimple 


— purulent ulcer. a 


we 
ae 


“§ 6. aise on the Indications of Cure, and on 


the Remedies neceffary in the Treatment 
me the fimple Purulent Ulcer. i 

In the cure of this faith of ulcer, as 
there is very little inflammation, and no 
_pre- 


, = 
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preternatural {welling fuppofed to take 
place, but merely a vacuity, either from a 
real lofs of fubftance, or from. a retraction 3 
of parts fimply divided, the difcharge at 
the fame time being of a mild purulent 5 
nature; the rigged indications that occur, — 
are, 

3h To diminifh, as tn as poffible, 
any vacancy the ulcer may have occafion- 
ed; and, a) 
2d, To promote the forrateidi of a ci« 
catrix. “7 ae : ? ee 
For the more “effeduual accomplifhment 
of the firft of thefe, the concurrence of 
two different circumftances is requifite ; 
namely, The formation, to a certain ex= 
tent, of new granulations; and the dimi- 
nution or decay of fuch parts as lie imme- 
diately contiguous to the ulcer. : 

We have formerly fhown, that either a 
confiderable degree of inflammation, or 
the prefence of any acrid corrofive matter, 
are both exceedingly detrimental to the — 
production of new parts; fo that this part — 
of the cure ought to confift entirely, or 

2 at 
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at. leaft chiefly, in fuch a treatment as 
tends moft effeftually to the prevention of 
thefe caufes. : 

With this view, the ‘firtt ite: oO 
to he attended to, is, to avoid the ufe of 
the feveral warm. gums, balfams, and {pi- 
rituous tinctures, as we find recommended 
in every cafe of ulcer, by all the older wri- 


ters, and as-is ftill continued by many of 


the modern foreign practitioners. 

For although, in fome {pecies of ulcers, 
- different articles of this kind may be ufed 
without much inconvenience, and in cer- 
tain circumftances may fometimes even be 
of fervice; yet, in every cafe of fimple ul- 
cer, they always do mifchief, and in the 
treatment of fuch fores fhould certainly 
“be laid afide; as ought alfo every ap- 
plication that can occafion much pain or 
irritation: for whatever has this effect, 


muft always increafe the inflammation ; | 


and, confequently, for the reafons we have 
formerly given, muft neceflarily retard the 
cure. Even the common bafilicon and i 
nimentum Arczi of the fhops, are, for the 


N . fame . 
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fame reafons, improper; for every oint- 
- ment with any large proportion of rofin or 
turpentine, alweys irritates ag confider- 
ably. aad : | 
Theonly wrist which, in fuch catdhs 
ought to be looked for from the ufe of any 
ointment, fhould be, its allowing the dif- 
ferent dreflings to be renewed with lefs 
pain than they otherwife could be; and 
hence a compofition of the blandeft mate- 
rials, is, for fuch purpofes, preferable to 
every other. : } 
In this view, any ointment fimilar to the* 
unguentum cereum of the Edinburgh Dif- 
penfatory, anfwers exceedingly well: It 
is prepared. with pure white wax, fperma- 
ceti, and frefh oitve- ot, without any other 
addition. © } 
The quantities of each of the: drictens as 
there prefcribed, are, four ounces of wax, 
three ounces of fpermaceti, and a pound 
of oil; a compofition which forms an oint- 
ment of a very proper confiftence, and 
which ought to be kept in every fhop, as - — 
"ie ath : the 
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the moft ufefal dreffling for all the more 


fimple kinds of ulcers. 

In fuch fores as we are now treating of, 
an ointment containing a proportion of any 
of the faturnine remedies, is fometimes 


found to prove ufeful; and as Goulard’s - 


cerate is a very neat preparation of this 


kind, we think it right to communicate the 
_prefcription he gives for it. — | | 


Take four ounces of refined wax and one 
pound of oil; and keep them over a flow 
fire till the wax is melted, taking care to 
ftir them gently. Having previoufly mixed 
four ounces of the extra@tum faturni with 


fix pounds of water, add it by little and 


little to the wax and oil, now cooled in 
a vefllel of a proper fize*. Let them be 
well incorporated together with a wooden 
{patula, always taking care to let the quan- 
tity of water firft put in be thoroughly 


_abforbed before any more is added: This. 


cerate may be made ftronger or weaker, by 
adding more or lefs of the extract. This, 
N2 jm ae 


* For the preparation of the extractum faturni, fee 
Page 44. 3 
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as well as every ointment, fhould al- 
ways be prepared in {mall quantities, ‘as it 
is of much importance in the 1 treatment of 


fores to employ fuch dreflings only as are 


perfectly frefh and free from rancidity. © 


Pledgits of lint, {pread thin with either 


of thefe ointments, are in general applied 


without occafioning the leaft pain ; and | 


the ufe of them in this manner, indeed, is 
never attended with any kind of inconve- 
nience: for, though all oily applications to 


fores have been condemned by fome, from 
an apprehenfion of their turning rancid ; 


yet I can fay from experience, that under 
proper management they never become fo. 
Nor is it eafy to fuppofe that any fuch 
preparation, as thefe we have mentioned, 

when compofed of frefh materials, can e- 
ver become putrid between the different 


‘dreffings of fores, which very rarely ought 


to be more Mia than’ ewenty put hours 


‘from one another. 


The frequent drefling of fores is now 


~ very generally, and very properly, con- 
' emned; but, as practitioners are apt 


to 


x 
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to run into oppolite extremes, We find that 
by fome it is recommended to renew ap- 


| plications. of this kind not oftener than 


once in five, fix, or eight days. It rarely, 
if ever, happens however, that this can be 
proper. It affords no advantage to the 
fore: for we can affert from frequent 
evidence of both methods, that an ulcer, 


except in the lateft ftages of it when the 
 cieatrix is nearly forming, will in general 


cure more eafily by the dreflings being 
changed daily, than when not renewed fa 
frequently ; and it is attended with this 
advantage, that the patient 1S kept clean, 


and the air of the apartment in which he 


lies is preferved in a more pure ftate than 
-it ever is by a contrary management. We 


~ are therefore clearly of opinion, that al-. 


though the dreflings of fores ought not tobe 
very frequently renewed, yet that the con- 


"trary extreme would prove ftill more pre- 


judicial: In hofpitals efpecially, where it 
is fo difficult to preferve the air pure and 
untainted, this is a circumftance which 
merits the greateft attention; more indeed 


N 3 than 


* 
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than practitioners: commonly'b eftow u pon. 


it. The leading circumftance 1 rhich oughe 
to direct us in the frequency of dreflings is, 
the quantity of matter afforded by fores : 
No application fhould be removed till it can 
be done with perfect eafe; but whenever 


there is any confiderable quantity of mat- 
ter in the cavity of an ulcer, the dreflings 


ought to be renewed daily. 

One principal chioireinehibe fap pote to 
arife from the frequent dreflings of fores, is 
the influence produced upon them by ex- 
pofure to the air; but if new dreflings are 
fo prepared as to be immediately applied 


on the others being removed, every incon-" 


venience from this caufe may be avoided. 
This we muft remark, however, is a point 


of fuch importance as to deferve very fe-. 


rious attention; for a too free admiffion 
of air to fores eee interrupts the cure, 
not only by acting as a powerful irrita- 
ting caufe, but by tending to vitiate the 
nature of the matter difcharged by them. 


Another objection too has been made, by 


different practitioners, to the ufe of un@u- 


Os 
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oa eee in the treatment of fores, 


=== 


namely, that they are apt to render the 

parts lax and. flabby, fo as to prevent the. 

new granulations from being fo. firm as 
they otherwife would be. 


This I know, indeed, to be the tonite. 
quence of a long- -continued ufe of warm 


emollient applications, efpecially of fomen- | 
tations and poultices: but an ointment of 


the kind we have recommended, very thin- 
ly fpread, never does produce that effect, 


-. and it always proves a more agreeable ap- 


plication than dry charpee alone; which, 
unlefs the fores to which it is applied are 
covered with large quantities of matter, al- 
always occafions a good deal of irritation, 


and in fome degree is attended with the 
fame effeGts as gentle efcharotic applica- 


tions; a circumftance that feems to have 


been well known to many of the old wri-_ 
ters on furgery, who frequently recommend 


dry charpee for fupprefling the undue 


- growth of parts, when, in the cure of fores, 


it ip happens to be too confiderable. 


J have long been an enemy to the indif=_ 


Nga . : criminate 
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practitioners, Lam perfectly convinced, that . 


a 


Poti A This « vill eho IK contents a 
of the preceding paragraph, which was 
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| publithed fix years. ago, and I never had © : 
any reafon to alter my opinion, The-effee 


of cuftom, however, is fo powerful, that j Te 
may be long before the ule of dry. li : “| 
is fo univerfally laid afide as it ought: 
be: but, from much experience in | mal 

of this kind, lam clearly of ‘opinion, that 
a general ufe of it as a dreffing tends much 
to retard the cure of ulcers ; and whoever. 
will have the refolution of deviating f from — 
the eftablithed. pratice, ‘snd will employ 
any mild ointment as a common applica- 
tion to fores, will receive much fatisfagtion 
from doing fo, When {peaking of mild 
dreflings, I would with to have it under- 


flood, that it is in the fimple purulent ftate. 
of an ulcer only, in which much utility is 


to be expected from them. , After all that 
has yet appeared to the contrary, not only 
in the writings of many of the ancient au-_ 
thors, but even in thofe of fome modern 
¢ in 


ee 


 fome ofthe warm irritating dreflings, to be 

ee afterwards pointed out, are the only means 
= which relief is to be expected. 

‘In all fuch ulcers, therefore, as we are 

? _ now {peaking of, thofe pledgits, which, at 

_ the different dreffings, are applied imme- 

diately to the fores, fhould be f{pread with 

. .  fome fuch ointment as thofe we have re- 


_ commended. ms 


- The next Rincamneuites requiring atten® 
sion in this part of the cure, is to employ — 


f ~ fach means as may preferve the matter dif- 
“ charged from fores in its proper purulent 
» ftate, both with refpec& to colour and con- 


tion be given to this point, the beft con- 


_ ditioned matter always degenerates fooner 


or later into a worfe kind; and as matter 
_ ofa real purulent nature is the mildeft and 
deat acrid difcharge that ulcers ever afford, 


_vevery 


etic fle: met in i A ce 


este ; for, unlefs very particular atten- 


ft 
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_on inflammation, how neceflary a proper 
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every precaution fhould be taken’ to. pre | 
ferve a continuance of it in this fate. ie 
In the fimple fpecies of ulcer now under. ,” 
confideration, the principal attention which i 
for this purpofe is requifite, is the prefer- 4 
vation of a due degree of heat in the e part 
affected. This, in whatever part of the bo- ‘ 
dy the diforder is fituated, is reading 
neceflary : but it is more particularly fo 
in the extremities than any where elfe; 3 for 
the natural heat of thefe parts is not near 
fo confiderable as it is in the trunk and other bs 
-fituations where the action of the heart has 
more influence. | 
We have formerly rr one in the Riese 


in every cafe of abfcefs: and as it is no 
lefs fo in the treatment of ulcers, it fhould 
always be very particularly attended to; for 
the want of a due regard to this circum- 
{tance alone, very often occafions the dege- 
neracy of fimple ulcers into thofe of much 
more inveterate difpofitions. 
Whilft any degree of £ Aaeamasiie re= 
é . mains 


Sd 


| 
| 
~ degree of heat is for the formation of pus | 
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: mains in ulcers, the eafieft and beft mode - : 
of applying heat is by the ufe of warm 
- emollient cataplafms; but, as foon asthe 
_ imflammatory fymptoms are much abated, 
_ thefe fhould be immediately laid afide: 
, For, in confequence of the very powerful Re 
_ relaxing properties of warm emollients, a 
too frequent and long-continued | ufe of | 
_ them, as we have already obferved, is apt 
; too induce too much laxity or want of tone ‘ 
inthe parts to-which they areapplied. And He’ : 
the fame purpofe may be then anfwered 
- equally well, by applying over the dreflings 
thick quilted coverings of wool, cotton, or 
- of any fuch fabftanees as moft sini 
retain heat. — | 
- The good effects nig Soni a proper 
" attention to this kind of management, [| 
have on many occafions experienced; and 
_ although it may not be of fo much: import- 
ance in’ cafes of fimple ulcers merely, as in 
- thofé of a worfe kind, yet even in: the 
* flighteft that occurs it oe never be 
omitted. — 3 r 
Tn almoft every fpecies af Sten poultices | 
jar are 
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aie found to ‘bes very ufeful Mbtie seth in 


one part or other of the cure: and altho” — 


- in fuch as are atteeded with much inflam- 


mation, they may no doubt prove fervice- 


able by their emollient properties; yet the 


degree of heat they afford, by its effects in 
promoting a good fuppuration, is, 1am per- 


fuaded; independently of every other cir- ; 


cumftance, the greateft advantage they ever 
produce. hemeeat eae 
But poultices, when ufed wile this in- 
tention, unlefs they are much more fre- 
quently renewed than they generally are, 
rather do harm than good; for, in order 
to obtain all the advantages that may be 


. derived from them, they fhould be renewed 
~ at leaft every three hours. But this fub- 
jet having been more fully treated of in 
the eflay on inflammation, it is not now 


neceflary to enlarge farther upon it; for 
the fame obfervations we had then occafion 


tomake refpecting the effectsof heat in pro- 
- moting fuppuration, apply wrath tee force 4 


and propriety here. — 
Thefe different circumftances, suiaely) 


the - 
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the prevention of irritation by very, mild 


dreflings, and the prefervation of a proper 


_ degree of heat in the part affected, are the 
~ moft certain means both of promoting the 


growth of new parts, and for ‘obtaining 
and keeping up a difcharge of good mat- 


ter. They fhould both, therefore, be all 


- along particularly attended to; either till 
_ there does not feem any farther deficiency 
to fill up, or till nature appears to have 


: effected as much in the production of a 


” new growth of parts as the circumftances 
of the cafe will permit. | 


The other-moft material part of the firtt 
indication i in the cure of ulcers, is to be 


rf obtained, as we already obferved, by means 


£5 


of gentle compreffion: and this, ic may be | 


_xemarked, is to be employed at the fame 
time, and to be ufed along with the feve- 


ral applications we have already mention- 


ed; for as foon as the inflammatory ftate 


of an ulcer is over, anda difcharge of good 


_ matter is induced, flight compreflion by 
means of a roller, as we formerly recom- 


mended, may be immediately applied, and 
3 2 fhould 


e is as 


fhould be continued during all the re= 
_ mainder of the cure. It fhould be applied 
too, as was then directed, in fuch away as _ 
not only to produce a gentle preffure upon. 
the parts immediately furrounding the ul- 
cer, but likewife to ferve as a fupport to the 4 
fkin and other tezuments, fo as to prevent q 


their retraction, which otherwife, in large 
ulcers efpecially, is. very ready to happen. 

When, by a proper attention to the moft 
material circumftances in the treatment, 


and on the necefflary remedies being .conti- 


nued for a longer or fhorter period accord 


ing to the fize of the fores and habit of the | 
patient, any_lofs of fubftance which occur= | 
red is at laftas far as poflible fupplied, the — 
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next indication of cure comes then to be — 


attended to; and that is, the formation of ‘ 


a cicatrix, ss tal 


upd = 


We have formerly ee eee that a cica-- 
trix is frequently effected by nature alone; . 


but, in many cafes, when every deficiénoy 


appears to be conn thoroughly. fupplied, _ 


yet ftill a cure is difficult to accomplifh : 
The furface of the fores remains raw, 


andi! 


& 
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and at the fame time difcharges confider- | 
able quantities of matter. In fuch cafes, 


it becomes neceflary to lay afide the oint- 


ment recommended for the preceding part 


of thecure, and to ufe one of a more ftyp-= 


tic drying nature. 
In this view, the unguentum album pre- 


pared with cerufs, as is ordered in different 


x 


difpenfatories, anfwers exceedingly well; 


better, indeed, I have often thought, than 


_ the ceratum e lapide calaminare, fo com-~ 


monly employed as a dry application. 
Lime-water, too, often proves a very effect- 


ual application in this fituation of ulcers: 


By bathing the fores with it once or twice 


_ daily, and ufingthecerufs ointment or com= 


_fibly be obtained by emollients: Ardent ~ 


- mon cerate as a drefling, a cure will fre- 


quently be effected, when it cannot pof- 


{pirits, too, will often anfwer the fame pur- 


 pofe, of putting a {top to the difcharge af- 


or corrugating the foft 
_ upon their furface into a firm cicatrix. © 


forded by fores in this fate, and of drying 
cellular fubftance 
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jt becomes neceffary to have recourfe to _ 
plications, " ‘of which the moft effectual 
among the milder cauftics is blue vitriol ; 


which, unlefs in very obftinate cafes, al- 


happens to fail, nothing weaker than the 
common cauftic ftone i is everfound to wg . 


other part of the cure: for it often-hap- 


has gone very properly on, thata cicatrix | 


i] 


On fome “ongationey again, a proper gle 


trix is prevénted from forming, | by the 
growth of new granulations being fo con= 
fiderable as to rife above the furface of the 
neighbouring found parts. In fuch cafes, 


different aftringent or even efcharotic ap= 


moft always proves fufficient; and when it 


effectual. 
In flight cafes of shih ha. haben acure 
is often effected by the ufe of dry charpee 
alone; a pretty tight bandage being: at the 
fame time applied over all. i: 
This, we muft obferve, however, is a 
Giuation of a fore which frequently proves 
more perplexing and troublefome than any 


pehs, even in the moft healthy conflitution, — 
and when the preceding part of the cure 


cannot | 
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annot be induced, and the [ORES 


newly formed continue raw, and do not. 


fhow any tendency to heal: In this fitua- 
tion, when the means we have already ad- 
vifed do not prove effectual, comprefles 
moiftened in {trong ardent {pirits, as we 
have mentioned above, particularly in 
| French brandy, being applied under the 
roller, will often accomplifh a cure: or 
‘fpirits ufed in this manner, may be al- 
ternated with tin@ure of myrrh, or with a 
folution of blue vitriol in water; a practice 
. which in different inftances I have found 
to fueceed, when the means ufually em- 
‘ployed in fuch cafes have all failed. 
In the preceding obfervations we have 
enumerated fuch local applications z as have 
been found to be moft effectual in the cure 
of ulcers; but there arefome cireumftances, 
which, though of a more general nature, 
are yet eed necelfary to RS attended 
to. 


In. every {pecies of ulcer, even in thot ; 


of the moft fimple nature, reft of body, 
meeclly of the part. affected, is particu- 
O a ery 


we | 
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larly requifite ; infomuch, that, unlefs this 
circumftance be attended to, all the appli- 
éations that can be ufed, prove commonly 
of little importance. In diforders of this 
kind, too, occurring in the lower extremi- 


ties, the affected limbs fhould be always 


kept, as much as poffible, in a horizontal 
pofition, as being the pofture which proves 


moft favourable for the circulation of the 


fluids. 

Reft and an hocladritet Holinad! baad by 
almoft all praCtitioners, both ancient and 
modern, been looked upon as abfolutely 
neceflary for the cure of ulcers in the lower 
extremities. In fome late publications, how-+ 


ever, it is afferted, that reft is fo far from 


being neceffary in fuch cafes, that a cure is 


jutt as eafily and certainly performed whilft 
patients are going abroad, as whilft they 


are under the ftricteft confinement. 
In fome very flight ulcerations, this may 


fometimes be the cafe; and with the afhift= 


ance of a pretty tight bandage or laced 
flocking, applied. fo as to fapport the parts 


Property: even fores of a worfe kind may. 
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be frequently cured, and the patients at 


the fame time be allowed to take gentle 


exercife. But, in géneral, fo far at Jeaft 


as my experience goes, the regulations up- 


on this point, enjoining ftri@ confinement 
in every ulcer of the extremities, as handed 
down to us by all the ancient writers, ap= 
pears to be very well founded; for, accord= 
1 ing as they are more ftrictly\attended to or 


not, the cure commonly advances sad | 


or otherwife. 


It does often happen, indaed, as we have - 


faid above, that ulcers of even a bad na- 
ture are cured without any affiftance from 
confinement ora horizontal pofture of the 
limb. This | have frequently met with; 


and at this time I have different cafes un-_ 


der my care, of ulcers going on towards a 
cure, whilft the patients are daily going 


abroad. But their being allowed to take ~ 


this liberty, has always: proceeded from 
—neceffity; as there is nothing of which I 
am more perfectly convinced, than that 
ulcers on the lower extremities will cure 


fgoner, more eafily, and to more real ad- 


O2 vantage, 
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- vantage, whilft the limb is preferved i in a 
horizontal pofture, than they will do whilft 
the patient continues to take exercife. But 
when the circumflances of patients prevent 


us from receiving the advantages to be de- 


rived from confinement, we are reduced to 
the neceflity of attempting the cure of ul- 
_eers by other means; and, in fuch circum- 
ftances, nothing anfwers fo well.as preflure 
applied by a roller in the manner we have 
uniformly mentioned in this as well as in 

the former editions of this work.) 
As confinement, during, the cure of ul- 


cers on the legs, proves always i inconveni= 


ent, various means have been propofed for 
rendering it unneceflary ; ; and it has not 
only been faid, that cures may be performed 
without any afliftance from confinement 


-or a horizontal pofture, but by fome it ts 


valleged, that they are even prejudicial *. 
We have. already remarked, that ulcers 
of the pias may be healed while | patients are 


Pe CRP Ae ak 8 Ly a 
M53 This has been afferted by other writers 5, but it 


has been more fully enlarged upon of late, in a treatife | 


upon ulcers of the legs, by Mr Underwood of Lori- 
don. 


4 
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daily’ going abroad; and efpecially if a due 
compreflion be continued: But, notwith- 
ftanding all the arguments adduced in fa- 
vour of the practice, | have not yet heard 
of any which ought to fet afide the opinion | 
we have endeavoured to inculcate upon this 
point, and which, indeed, has in all ages 
‘been allowed to be well founded; namely, 
that a horizontal pofture is highly proper 
in the cure of every ulcer of the lower ex~ 
tremities. The means propofed by Mr 
Underwood, I have tried on various occa= 
fions; they have fometimes proved fuccefs- 
ful; but whatever may have been the cafe 
with others, they have never, in the courfe 
of my experience, effected cures fo eafily 
and fpeedily, or which have proved fo per- 
“manent, as the means we have recom=— 
mended, of employing mild dreflings to 
fimple fores, together with a- ‘horizontal 
-pofture in every ulcer of the leg. 
In almoft every cafe.of ulcer, viireictalee 
- direCtions have been given by practitioners, 
with refpect to regimen; and, in general, 
a low erases diet has been prefcribed. Such 
03 regue 


ay 


tite 
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regulations, however, when carfied to 4 
great length, moft’ conftantly do mif- 


chief: for they feldom fail to relax the ha=. 
bit confiderably, and to produce other dif= 


agreeable effects, particularly on the naé 


ture of the matter difcharged from fores. 


' The only attention, which, in this re= 
fpea, feems to be neceflary, is to guard | 
againft all excefs in eating or drinking; 
for whatever has the effet of producing 
merely a flight temporary fever with any 
additional inflammation, proves, in fuch 
cafes, always very pre} udicial: But, in place 


of a diet much lower than ufual, as is moft 


frequently recommended, a more full and 
nourifhing regimen, than the patient even 
in a ftate of health has been accuftomed to, 
_is often found to prove ferviceable. 
For the difcharge of purulent matter 
proves always fo very debilitating, that in 
Jarge ulcers, when great quantities of it are 
afforded, this circumftance alone generally 
weakens the patient too much, if the con-= 
ftitution be not at the fame time enabled to 
fupport it by a proper diet. Indeed, it is 
zh con- 
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iui dy ‘found, that the cure of fach fores _ 
goes on much more eafily when the patient 
is kept in his ufual habit of body, than 
when his fyftem is much reduced by. a very 
low allowance: nay, l have had many op- 
portunities of obferving, that ulcers even 
of the worft kinds, are foon brought to heal 
by the ufe of a nourifhing diet alone, after 
they have obftinately refilted all iin ufual 
ELM and remedies. » cia 
For the fame reafons that a low regiment 
is condemned, the ufe of purgatives, and 
in general whatever tends to weaken the 
conftitution, is improper. Nor does it ever 
happen, if proper attention be paid:to the 
different circumftances we have pointed 
out, that internal medicines of any kind 
are neceflary in this fpecies of ulcer: I 
-know that it is a frequent practice to give 
medicines of different kinds, particularly 
bark, nitre, and cooling purgative falts, in 
this as well as in every variety of ulcer. 
But in the fimple purulent ulcer, of which 
we are now treating, I never find it: necef- 
‘ er to employ any remedy directed to the 
O4 fyftem 
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fyftem at large: The diforder is merely” 


local, and local applications. oug 


ight to be. 
folely depended on for the cure. When, 

indeed, the matter of a fore is intoo great 
quantity, and efpecially if it be thinand 


acrid, bark, fteel, and other tonics are fre- 
quently employed with advantage: But r 
when the local applications we have al- q 


ready recommended do not prove effectual | 4 


in correcting this, it will commonly be 
found to originate from fome general dif- | 


eafe of the conftitution; 1a different fpecies 
of ulcer will be therefore produced, and . 
other. picnics will a be nes 


celta Pe nah igs line 
; 


ad ie on” the fine eenerer U ape cit 
r ] HE Gincle akin iat we weer sie bra 
{cribed in the preceding feGion be= 


ing the mildeft, and, if the expreflion may 
; | be 
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_be vufed, the moft suai) {pecies of the 
E aagitder that can occur ma healthy body, 4 
every deviation from it might be confider- 
edas a vitiated ftate. But thofe we mean . 
to comprehend under the denomination of 
‘Vitiated Ulcers, are fuch as differ from it ° 
chiefly 3 in the appearance and nature of the - 
 difcharge which they afford. All. thofe 
which are diftinguifhed by any remarkable 
- peculiarity of the folid parts, as they re- 
quire each of them’ a diftin@ and feparate 


'. method of treatment, fo they are allowed, 


as we have formerly remarked, to confti- 
tute fo many diftinét fpecies of the difor- 


der; and they will, accordingly, be all ta= 


ken notice of feparately. > 
» Whereas, thofe which differ ine the 
more fimple ulcer, only or chiefly in the 


nature of the difcharge, as they require all 


nearly the fame method of cure, and as 
thefe differences are merely accidental, they 
have not, for thefe and other reafons, as 
we have already remarked, been allowed 
to have any Eptnancg in epuaaiain diftine= 
tidns. dined oenen mateo? to ae heey 
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s f. OF. the Symptoms, Caufis, and Pregnofis f 4 
ers the ui; mple vitiated sot ital 


hs Tue aie common appearances in the 
matter afforded by ulcers, when i at deviates 
from the more natural. fate of purulent 
aa are,” macy nek 
a. A thin, limpid, elie: greenith 

ditdiarees termed Sanies. : 
<2. A fomewhat red-coloured, fhiliy fine 
generally very acrid matter, termed Ichor. 
And, rch | | | 
- 3. A more vifeid pltinous find of mat- 
ter, called Sordes. 

~©'This laft, too, is frequently of a naheian 
ifh red appearance, fomewhat refembling 
the grounds of coffee, or grumous blood 
mixed with water. They are all of them 
tnuch more fetid than purulent: matter, 
and none of them are altogether free from 
acrimony; but that which has generally _ 
been termed Ichor, is by much the moft © 
acrid of any of them, being frequently fo 
fharp and corrofive as to deftroy large , 
quantities of the neighbouring parts. 
Pe a In| 
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» In confequence ag the iu Biasnty of the 
different matters we have mentioned, the 
_ ulcers difcharging thei do not fill up with 
freth granulations, but wafte away more 
and more; and, inftead of a red healthy 
a complexion, they have either a dark brown, 
or fometimes a black floughy appearance, 
The pain in all of them is confiderable; 
and is generally more or lef fo, according 
as the matter caifordta Is more or lefs cors 
rofive. an eke ae ey er ey: 
As caufes of ‘this ict iofulcér: may 
be mentioned, all fuch as we have taken 
notice of in the preceding fediion, namely, 
wounds in general, burns, bruifes, and in 
fhort all thofe which were enumerated as 
caufes of the fimple purulent: ulcer; for 
even that {pecies of the diforder, ‘however 
- mild it may have been, if it happens to be 

either neglected, or to be dreffed with im- 
proper irritating applications, very réa= 

dily degenerates into the bre ea ulcer be 
which we are now ‘fpeaking. toy Ge 
“Te is not improper here to obferve, 100, 
‘that 


/ e 
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that fach changes inulcers, from the imple 


to thofe of a more inveterate kind, happen q 


Nah more frequently it in particular. parts 


than in others: thus from the tendons : and 


aponeurotic expanfions of mufcle 

fording that fpecies of ferum neceffary for 
the formation of good pus, fuch ulcers as 
are feated'in thefe parts commonly prove 
‘much more troublefome and inveterate 
‘than thofe which are feated in the cellular 
membrane, where a plentiful fecretion of 
a fluid proper for this Pod vio nid 
takes place. 

‘In ulcers of the kind’ which we are now 
| confidering, that are merely local, and that 
are not connected with any diforder of the 
fyftem, when they have not been of longdu- 
ration, and more efpecially when they oc- 
curin young healthy ¢ patients, the progno nofis 
fhould always be favourable. But, when 
the oppofite circumftances take place; when 
the patient is very old; the ulcer exten- 


five, inveterate, and of long ftanding; the _ 


prognoftic fhould always ‘be ib -— 
Pan eh? 


wie 
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s 2. Of the Cure of the fi uid vitiated Ulcer. 


We have already remarked, that the ae 


aaliagt of the matter afforded by ulcers, 


e - ‘proceed, in general, from fome particular 


affection of the folids. or fecreting organs 


._ in the parts difeafed, whereby fach kinds 


of fluids are feparated from the. ‘blood as 
cannot be converted into good pus. ‘The 
nature of this affection, . too, we. have 


endeavoured to. explain ; ; and, from. the 


feveral arguments. formerly advanced, ‘it 


appears evidently to, confift in different 
degrees of , inflammation, or of. ‘increafed 


: ; aétion in the veflels of the. parts. difeafed, 


occafioned. by one or other, of the feveral 


exciting caufes which give rife to ulcers. 


Independently, too, of what was for- 


. merly advanced in fupport of this opinion, 


at feems to be farther confirmed by. the 


mature of the different, remedies found to 


i 


‘ “be mott effe@tual i in the cure of fach difor- 


ders, which are chiefly of that kind which 
have evidently very, powerful, effets in €a- 
fing pain, and abating irritation, Bi 


CREED. iho. de a 


gare 
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Thus warm emollient fomentations and. 


cataplafms, in a. very fhort {pace, fome- 
times even in the courfe. of twenty-four 
hours, will frequently not only give the 
patient a great deal of relief from. pain, 
but will. even produce a confiderable 
amendment in the nature of the difcharge; 
and, by being continued for a longer time; 
till the tendency to inflammation is tho- 
- roughly removed, they will, very frequent- 
Ty, without any farther: afliftance, convert 


the matter, however bad it may have been, 


into a natural and good pus. 

- The moft proper method of proceeding, 
therefore, in the treatment of all fuch ul- 
cers, is to foment the parts three or four 
times a-day, for half an hour at leaft each 
time, with an emollient deco@ion ; and 
then to apply pledgite of the wax-ointment, 


as was formerly recommended, with warm . 
poultices over all, to be renewed as nm 


quently as they turn cold. 

In fores of this nature, Shdhy the pain 
is confiderable, as nothing more quickly 
promotes the cure of fuch diforders than 
Ee I the 
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_ the removal of pain, it frequently becomes 
neceflary to have recourfe to opiates, which, . 
in fuch circumftances, are often ufed with 
much advantage: and when they are em= 
ployed, they fhould always be given in fuch 
dofes, and thefe fhould be as frequently 
repeated, as the bess a of the am pp 
indicate. : 
The’ habit of body muft, in tiie mean 
time, be alfo attended to, and particular 
, direétions given with refpect to it, accord= 
ing to the immediate fituation of the pas 
tient. Thus, when-from a long continu- 
ance of an-ulcer, or from any other caufe, 
the conftitution has been much reduced, 
we ought, by a full allowance of diet, .to 
endeavour to repair it ;, and when, on the 
contrary, the patient is of a full plethoric 
habit, and has formerly been liable to 
inflammatory affections, it then becomes 
proper to keep him rather rive a ate re 
gimen. if 
In ulcers of this bind) Liebteh occur in 
the former of thefe circumftances, namely, 
in low reduced habits, the Peruvian bark 
+ ies proves 
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proves often efficacious: in fuch fores, in 
deed, it acts frequently as a very powerful 
remedy, and particularly in effecting a 
change for the better in the nature of the 
difcharge. | 

. The bark, however, in order to produce 
fach' an effect, requires to be given in much 


larger quantities than are commonly exhi< 


bited: It is feldom given in any complaint 
of this kind toa greater extent than three or 


four dofes in the day, of a feruple « or half a 


drachm each; whereas, when any remark- 
able advantages are expected from it; fix 
or eight dofes of a drachm each fhould al- 


ways be given in this {pace of time; and, 
in fuch quantities, ir feldom fails of pro-_ 


ving a very effectual remedy. ) 
At mutt: be obferved too, that; in the 


manner we have directed, very little more | 


of the remedy. ever becomes neceflary, than 
what, upon the whole, is commonly exhi- 
bited i in the ufual way of giving itin {mall 
dofes ; ; for with large dofes, and thefe be- 
ing frequently repeated, ‘more real advan- 
tages are in. general obtained i in the courfe 


i of 
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of twelve or fourteen days, than are ufually 
experienced from its being continued a 
great number of weeks in {mall dofes. 3 & 
In fuch cafes of ulcers, however, as oc= 
cur in inflammatory conftitutions, and in 
plethoric habits, the bark muft be ufed 
with greater cautions and, in thefe circum- 
ftances, indeed, tt fhould feldom be given 
to any extent, till the tendency to inflam-= 
mation has in a good meafure difappeared. ; 
The feveral circumftances in the cure 
which we have enumerated being all duly 
attended to, whilft at the fame time the: 
part affected is kept at reft and ina pro- 
per pofture, it rarely ‘or never happens 
that the difcharge is not foon converted 
into good pus; and when once this is ac- 
complithed, every other appearance of the 
fore; in a very fhort time, , generally changes 
for the better. At leaft this is commonly 
the cafe, wnlefs the ulcer happens to be 
~ conneded with fome general diforder of 
the fyftem; a citcumftance we do not 
here fuppofe to occur, and which. would 
| conititute, indeed, a fpecies of fore diffe- 
ahs P rent 
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_ rent from that which we are now dont 3 
dering. ah ee ee 

As foon as the auehpras is ebiaiered 
into a proper fuppuration, the moft ma- 
terial part of the cure. is thus, in a great 
meafure, effected: for the parts being no- 
longer corroded by a conftant immerfion 
in an acrid matter, but, on the contrary; 
. being covered by the moft natural balfam 
that canbeapplied to them, they commonly 
foon put on a red healthy appearance; and 
new granulations being now at liberty to 
form, any lofs of fubftance which oc- 
curred, comes as far as poflible to be fup-— 
plied, and this in a longer or fhorter {pace 


of time, according to the depth and fize of 4 


the ulcer, fituation of the part affected, 
-and the age and habit of the patient. 
Sores of this kind being by thefe means 
reduced to the ftate of fimple purulent ul-. 
cers, are to be treated during the remain- 
der of the cure exactly in the manner we 
have direéted in the preceding feGion: 4 
that is, with very mild dreflings; at the. - 
fame time that due attention is paid to the 
. pre- 


Sea. HL. Simple vitiated Us ior, han 
prefervation of a proper degree of heat in 
the parts, together with the ufe of a gentle | 
compreilion, from the time of the inflam- 
_ matory {ymptoms gh ah been perriah d 
removed: 


a frequently happens, however, in thig 
as on “tay as of se ifs cron ftand- 
anaidsaane, re have len brineht tO 
put ona very healthy appearance; and al- 
though the difcharge has, from a very bad 
fort of matter; been converted into the 
beft kind of pus; yet ftill the fore cannot 
be got to cicatrife, but continues to dif- 
charge as plentifully as ever. 4 

When, in fuch a fituation, the different 
dire€tions we have given in the laft fection 
with refpeét to the cicatrifation of fores, da 
not fucceed, as may frequently be the cafe; 
an iffue of a proper fize, inferted in any 
convenient fituation; will often contribute 
_ More towards the accomplifhment of a 
cure; than all the applications which are 
generally ufed in fuch cafes. — | 

, P 2 And, 
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_ And indeed, in old habitual ulcers of 
every kind, nothing but ‘the introduétion 
of adequate drains will ever produce per- 
manent cures: for although, by the ufe of 
drying aftringent: applications, the fores 
may be covered with a thin cicatrix or 
{carf-{kin; yet, in cafes of this nature, fuch 
cures are féldom of any long duration. 
For, independently of the danger which © 
arifes from the practice of healing old 
drains before new ones are inferted in their 
place, any cicatrix obtained by means of 
aftringent applications, being very weak, — 
generally foon burfts open, in confequence 
of that redundancy of fluids which muft 
always be induced in the fyftem by the 
retention of that confiderable quantity of 
ferum, which for 'a long time the confti- . 
tution had been accuftomed to throw off, 
for a fupply of pus to the ulcers. Se: 
- In all fuch ulcers, therefore, and indeed 
in every fpecies of the diforder that has 
been of long ftanding, the firft part of the 
cure ought to confift in the introduction of 
an iffue of fuch a fize as may afford a quan- 
tity 


é 
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tity of matter in fen degree propel uoned va 


to that which the fore has generally yielded. 
And although the firuation of fuch drains 
has commonly been chofen as near to the 
part affected as poflible; yet, provided the 
- fame quantity of matter be difcharged, the 

fituation of the iffue is not probably of 
- much confequence ; ; and therefore, that 
which is moft convenient for the patient 
may-be always fixed upon. | a 
_ The iffue having difcharged for fir 
time, and the different remedies caret ly 
recommended being ftll continued, the 
cure of fuch ulcers will at laft be com- 
monly completed. : 

Since the firft edition of this work was 
_publithed, the good effects to be obtained 
from iffues in the cure of old habitual ul- 
cers have in various inftances been expe- 
rienced. In fome of thefe, cures were ob- 
tained by iffues, when every other means 
_ of relief had been found to fail: And in 
~ others, the fores broke out again upon al- 
' lowing the iffues to-dry up, and were 
Pig / again 
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again cured by having recourle to the 
fame means. zt ‘i: 
Various inftances mie likewalt be. gi~ 
ven from authors, not only of the diff- 
culty of curing habitual ulcers unilefs an 
iufhie ‘be previoufly inferted, but of very 
pernicious confequences refulting from it. 
But as the experience of every pra¢titioner 
muft have furnifhed inftances of this, we 


do not think it neceflary to refer to books 


for authorities. 

In fores. which Bai not sich long 
duration, however extenfive they may be, 
it would be highly improper to put the 


_ patient to the trouble of an iffue for their 


cure. Inrecent ulcers, the fyftem has not 
been fo long accuftomed to the difcharge, 


as to induce any rifk: from a ftop being © 
put to it; we wifh, therefore, to have it - 


underftood, that it is not in fuch fores 
they are meant to be recommended: But, 


in ulcers of long continuance, we mut 
again fay, that a cure can never be at- 


tempted with fafety, unlefs af iffue of an 
adequate fize be previoufly inferted, 
2 a As 
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As iffues of every kind are attended with, 


_fome inconvenience, they feldom prove 


agreeable to patients; and from this con- 


fideration, practitioners are frequently in- 


duced to difpenfe with them: The leaft 
attention, however, muft render it evident, 
that no confideration of this nature ought 
to have any influence, 

It is in the fpecies of ulcer we are now 
confidering that the internal ufe of nitre 
has been fo much recommended; bur, al- 
though I have given it, in this as well as 


-in other kinds of fores, in very confide- 


rable quantities, and with every neceflary 
precaution, { cannot fay that I ever obfer- 


ved any evident effects produced by it, | 


Sores, indeed, have been cured in which 
nitre was ufed; but unlefs the roller and 


__ other local applications were employed at 


the fame time, this remedy, in any of. the 


trials I have made of it, has never of itfelf 


been able to effect a cure. 
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‘ Pores excrefcences frequently oc 
7 cur in different {pecies of ulcers ; 
and very often increafe to fuch a degree me 
to conftitute. fores extremely. different in 
their appearances and effects, as well as in 
their treatment, fram the. fores which ori- 
ginally induced” them: and this is the rea~ 
fon for our allotting a feparate fection for 
their confideration. _ 


§ rae Symptoms and Cau/es of the Fungous U. leer. ‘ 


| By the term fangus i 1S underftood ints 

i preternatural rifings of the parts in fores, 
-asarecommonly more foft and {fpongy than 

found healthy granulations; which, , though 

; they do not in general acquire any great 
degree 
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degree of bulk, yet by very long continue 


ftances, arrive at very confiderable fizes; 
_ And although, as we have obferved, they. 
are generally at firft lax and foft, yet, when 


of long duration, they likewife; in fome 
cafes, acquire very great degrees of! hard= 


| nef. | mUperer ry OMS 
The pain attending them i is nov com- 
monly confiderable; though, in fome in+ 


ftances, it is otherwife; and the difcharge 


afforded by them, varies according to the 


_ fpecies of ulcer they PapEsh to be. connec= 
ted with, 


-Thus, when a nidenet nse ie term. 


gomiagnly, ufed for fuch rifings in fores, 
eccurs merely from negle& ina fimple pu- 
rulent ulcer, the difcharge frequently con- 


_ unues all along tolerably good; and, on 


the contrary, when it is conneéted. with an 
ulcer difcharging any of. the more acrid 


vitiated matters, as) in fome.inftances is 
_. the cafe, the difcharge ufually continues ta’ 


be of the fame. nature.) . > 
With refpect to the caufes. of cha difor- 
der ; 
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der} when {peaking of. fimple purulent ule 


éérs, it was obferved, that in a healthy ftate 
of body, and efpecially in young people, 

the new granulations that form in fuch 
fored are very apt to puth forward too much, 

fo as ‘to rife above the furface of the neigh- 
bouring parts. This, by attending to the 
direGlions which were then given, may very 
often be effeGually prevented ; but if, in 


fuch circumftances, the fore be neglected, 


aiid the parts are allowed to advance much 
further, the diforder of which we are now 


fpeaking comes then to take place. And if ~ 


it is not atrended to for yet a ftill longer 


time, as with poor people efpecially is fre- 


quently the cafe, even this the moft fimple 


fpecies of fungus degenerates into a very ) 


troublefome diforder; it being in this man- 
ner that the very hardeft excrefcences are 
commonly produced. | | 


Another variety of the diforder is fome+ — 


times met with in the cure of wounds 


‘and ulcers of different kinds, from not 


attending to their being found at bottom 


| ere the new granulations are allowed to 


pr oceed 


SeQiIV. ° fungousUleer, == age 


proceed any length. In this manner, whe- 


ther from any finus not being filled up, or | 


from: any corrupted parts, that may not 
have been thrown out, continuing to ac& 
as extraneous bodies, the granulations that 


firft appeared {till continue to advance; 


but, inftead of cicatrifing when. they are on 
a level with the neighbouring found parts, 
they go on rifing confiderably beyond 
them, till the difeafe we are now confider- 
ing is of fome duration. oe 
And, when in this way a fungus has 
once commenced, it continues to increafe 
from day to day, till the caufe which ori- 
ginally produced it is difcovered, and re- 
moved, either by art or nature, in confe= 
quence of a plentiful fappuration being 
formed below, and burfting out; which, 
by laying open the feat of the diforder, 
gives room for a phere treatment to take 
place: | Oa : 


§ 2. 
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: By a proper attention to the cafe, and to 


the different caufes we have mentioned, a 
will,.in general, be eafily difcovered from. 


which of the two the difeafe has originally 
proceeded : and, as foon as the caufe is 


diftin@ly known, the method of cure to’ be. 


purfued is. juft as certainly determined ; 
which, till then, could not with propriety 
be undertaken, as, in the two different 
cafes, the remedies found to be neceflary 
are of very oppotite natures. . | 


When it is found that the fungus. a 


been induced merely by an overgrowth of 
parts, and that there is no difeafe lurking 
at the bottom of the fore; when thé tus 
mor is of a confiderable SLE and -e{pe- 
cially when it does not rife to any great 


height; we fhould have recourfe immedi- 


ately to the ufé of efcharotics. 
Of fuch applications, a great variety has 


been recommended: by many, even the. 


actual cautery has been propofed; and by 
others, 
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others, we are directed to remove at once 
all fungous. parts by the fealpel. : 

Either of thele. methods would, ‘no 
doubt, prove in every cafe very. effeCtual, 
and a great deal more expeditious than any 
other that can be recommended: but they 
have fuch an appearance of feverity, as to 
deter almoft every one from fubmitting to 
them; efpecially as it is well known, that 
the diforder we are treating of can be jut 
as certainly, though perhaps, not fo quickly, 
removed by means of much more gentle 
remedies. _ 

Of all the artificial cauttic preparations 
enumerated. by authors, the lunar cauftic 
is, for fuch purpofes efpecially, by much 
the beft. It a&ts more quickly, and. does 
not arti more pain, than many of the . 
milder forts; it never fails to produce the 
proper effect, which is not the cafe with any _ 
of the others; and it is not near fo apt to. 
run and to fpread over the neighbouring 
parts, as fome of the other compound forms 
of cauftic, which is frequently a very trou- 
blefome circumftance attending their ufe. 

| The 
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The cauftic fhould be liquefied; and a 
{mall brufh or pencil being dipt in it, it is 
in this manner to be applied to fuch parts 
as are to be deftroyed: And this being 
done either daily or every fecond day, the 


fungus will be removed in a longer of — 
fhorter time, according to the fize and ~ 


firmnefs of the tumor. A ftrong folution 
of verdigrife in water, of crude fal am- 
moniac, or of blue or white vitriol, being 
applied in a fimilar manner, will commonly 
prove effectual too, in removing fuch ex- 
crefcences. | 

In the courfe of pradlice, cafes occur in 

which fome variety of fuch applications is 
found to be neceflary: I have made trial of 
a great number; but none ever proves fo 


generally ufeful, as we faid above, as the lu- 


nar cauftic. For purpofes of this kind, have 
fometimes ufed a ftrong folution of filver 
or of crede mercury in fpirit of nitre; and 
the effects of it, as may readily be ichasiteal 
are always very powerful: they are nearly 
the fame, indeed, being only fomewhatmore 
powerful than thofe we commonly experi- 
ence from hanar cauftic; this kind of cau- 
‘ fic 
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{tic being merely a folution of filver in 
the nitrous acid evaporated to drynefs. 

One ounce of pure quickfilver will dif- 
folve in an ounce and.a half of {trong {pi- 
rit of nitre; and this forms, perhaps, as’ 
{trong a cauftic as can be prepared. For 
other purpofes, where milder applications 
of this kind are neceflary, the {trength of 


_ the remedy may be reduced by ufing 2 


fmaller proportion of mercury and a weak 
nitrous {pirit: But for the removal of a — 
hard callous excrefcence, the f{trongeft fo- 
lution ought to be employed; it gives no 
more pain than thofe of a weaker nature, 
and it always proves more effectual. We 
may here remark, too, that a ftrong folu- 
tion of this kind is perhaps the moft effec- 
tual of any cauftic application in the remo- 
val of warts of every kind, and particularly 
for thofe which originate from a venereal 
caufe. Butin ufing it, either for warts, or for 
fuch fungous excrefcences as we are now 
deferibing, it ought never to be applied to 
an extenfive furface at once. When the 
fungus isin confiderable, afimall quantity of 
i ge 
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the'folution may be applied over the wholé - 5 


of it without any rifk: ‘But, in extenfivé 
affections of this nature; it anfwers better 


to apply it toa fmall portion of them only; _ 


and if different parts of an excrefcence be 
‘touched with it daily, the whole will in 
general be foon removed. After the ap- 
plication of any of thefe ‘articles; the parts 
fhould be covered with dry lint; and not; 
“as is commonly done, with any kind of 
ointment, which always tends to deftroy 
the activity of every cauftic remedy: 

We have hitherto been fuppofing; that 
the furface of the fungus is of a confider= 
able extent, and that it is not raifed to any 


great height above the contiguous found 


parts: But whenever the reverfe of thefe 
circumf{tancestakes place, thatis; whenthere 
is a narrow bafe, and the height: of the ex- 
crefcence is confiderable, the moft expe- 


ditious and eafieft method always is, to | 


take it off by aligature; which being ap 


plied at its root tolerably tight, and ftrait= _ | 


ened a little. every day, foon deftroys the 
pip tay 32934 at cireRs 


aa, | otter ee 
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circulation in the {welling fo entirely, asto - 


caufe it in a fhort time to drop off. 
When the rifing is, as we have obferved, 
_ narrow at the bafe, and efpecially when it 
is in the leaft pendulous, a ligature can be 
applied and kept on with the greateft cafe; 
but when the tumor is broader below than. 
above, it isnot poffible, without fome af- 
fiftance, to prevent it from flipping off. It 
may always, however, be certainly and very 
eafily effected in the following manner? | 
 Aftrong ftraight needle, fixed in a handle 
with an eye near to its point, being pufhed. 
through from one fide of the tumor to the 
other at its bafe, and two ftronge waxed 
threads being introduced at its eye, itis to 
be again drawn back, leaving the threads 
with their ends hanging out at each fide of 
the fwelling.: In this fituation, a firm li- 
gature is to be formed round one half of 
_ the tumor by the two extremities of one of 
the threads; and with the other two, the 
other half is in like manner to be compre- 
__ hended; and each of them being from time 
to time rans tightened, both halves of 
| | the 
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the {welling will for the moft part very foon © 
fall off. The hint of the praCtice we have 
here recommended, was taken from the 
defcription of a curved needle of this kind, 
recommended by Mr Chefelden, for the 
extirpation, by ligature, of difeafed tonfils, 
which, without fome fuch contrivance, 
could never with propriety be attempted. 
The fungus being by either of thefe 
methods removed, the fore is then to be 
treated in the manner we have already di- 


rected for the management of fimple pu- _ 


- rualent ulcers. 

The other {pecies Be fungus we nade 
mentioned, that proceeds, as we obferved, 
from the new granulations in ulcers not 
being raifed on a fure foundation, by pu- 


rulent matter or fome other extraneous © 


body being lodged at the botom of the 
fore, is, in general, very eafily diftinguifhed — 
from the preceding fpecies. It rifes with _ 
much greater rapidity, and is not near fo 
firm; on the contrary, indeed, itisalways 
more foft and flabby even than pe viah 4 
granulations. 


By 
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By-attending to thefe, and all the other 
 ¢ircumftances of the ulcer, the caufe will © 
- feldom remain long in doubt; and as foon 
as it is difcovered, the firft thing to be done, 
is to give free vent to the confined matter, 
by making a proper opening into it. Af- 
ter which, by taking care that the fore fills 
properly up from the bottom, the cure will 
go eafily on in the ordinary way, Nor, un- — 
lefs when the fungus is very confiderable, 
can there ever be-any occafion for the ufe 
of efcharotics; for, in fuch cafes, the gra~ 
nulations are commonly fo foft and fpongy, 
_ asto wafte away of themfelves in the courfe 
of the cure, without any affiftance what- 
ever from cauftics. 

Thefe are the only cafes of. fungus, 
i which, i in general, i in local ulcers ever prove 
 troublefome ; excepting, perhaps, that 
which occurs as a fymptom in carious ul- 
_ cers, and which in its proper feCtion will 
_ be taken notice of. It may be alleged, 
indeed, that the varieties we have now de- 
{cribed may be confidered as fymptomatic; 
ene for this reafon, it may be faid, that 
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they fhould not be allowed to conftitute da r 


ftinct complaints: : For the reafons we have 


formerly given, however, and particularly 


from their tréatment being very different 


from that which 1s neceflary in any other 
fymptom of ulcer, it was thought proper 
to allot a feparate feGtion for their confi- 
agin 


SECTION V. 


Obfervations on the Sinuous Ulcer. ; : 


5 nh Of the Sy mptoms and Conf of the fi nuous U oe ; . 


Y the term varus es is meant that 


fpecies of fore communicating with — 
one or more openings or Cavities of various 


+ fizes 
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ge sia dimenfions, which are senceaity 
 feated in the cellular membrane, between 
_ gthe common teguments and mufcles, or be- 
__ tween the interftices of the mufcles them- 
felves. | | 
- Thefe different Gait eh fecettigs as refer~ 


voirs both for the matter formed inthe — 


_ body of the fore, and for that which is 
afforded by the fides of their own cavities, 
_ make the difcharge of all fuch ulcers, 
__ when the matter of the finufes is preffed 
. into them, appear to be much more confi- 
_ derable than their extent of furface would 
| . give caufe to expect. : 

A finus, as thus defcribed, is the moft 
- fimple ftate of the diforder: but by long 
continuance, or by the ufe of drying aftrin- 
gent applications, it is liable to become 
hard and callous in its internal furface’; 
and, in fuch a ftate, from its fuppofed re- 
_ femblance to a pipe, it is termed a fiftula ; 
of which nature is the fiftula in ano, a well- 


- known and troublefome diforder. 


The moft frequent caufe of the forma- 
z mon of finufes in ulcers and abfceffes, is the 
Q3 7 Want 


f 
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want of a free vent to the difcharge; which, 
naturally falling to the moft depending {i- 
tuation of the part, if it does not there find, 
an eafy and ‘ready paflage by-an opening: 
being made into it, it very readily infinu- ‘ 
ates itfelf into the foft yielding fubftance 
of the cellular membrane, and proceeds on 
gradually till it fomewhere or other makes 
an opening for itfelf, either upon the fur- j 
face of the body, or into fome of the neigh~ 
bouring cavities, 

Very tight bandages, too, when applied 
directly upon ulcers, if they are not made 
to act hkewife upon the neighbouring 
found parts, for fome way both above and 
. below the fores, are not unfrequently at- 
tended with the fame effet; and fhould — 
never, therefore, be applied in this man- 
ner. Belt ne imles pe hci euc cade 
In every cafe of recent finus, and even, 
in general, in thofe of longer ftanding, 
_ when thefe are fo far acceflible as to admit 
of proper applications being made to them, ° 
and when the conftitution in other re« 
ects.) 1s healthy, “v wernay almoft always 

venture 
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venture to make a favourable prognofis, 
- But when the complaint has been of very . 
Jong continuance, and efpecially when the 
‘different finufes open into any of the joints, 
or are beyond the reach of an operation, a 
cure, in fuch cafes, becomes both very dif- 
ficult and doubtful. Nor is there, indeed, 
any diforder that more frequently baffles 
the ingenuity of furgeons, than fome {pe- 
cies of this diforder, particularly Oe fiftula 
in ano. 


§2. Of the Cure of the finucus U Ieer. 


In recent affections of this nature, we 
are direéted by all the old writers, as 


 likewife by many of the moderns, to make 


ufe of what they call vulnerary or healing 


injections. And, in the more advanced 
 ftates of the diforder, when by long conti- 


nuance the fides of the different finufes 
have become callous, efcharotic injections 
and powders have been recommended : 


2 But none of thefe have ever been found to 
¥ produce any permanent good effects, and. 


Q4 the 
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the too frequent ufe of them has often ren- 
_ dered hard and callous fuch finufes as be- 
fore were of the moft fimple nature. 
Others again have advifed, in every cafe 
of this kind, efpecially when the complaint 
is in any degree of a fiftulous nature, to lay 
the different finufes open from one end to 
the other, and, by cutting out all the hard- 
ened parts, to convert the whole into one 
common ulcer, and to proceed afterwards 
with the cure in the ordinary manner, 
This method will, no doubt, very fre- 
quently effet a cure; but, independently 
of the great pain, ear very large unfeemly 
cicatrix, which it never fails to produce, it 
cannot, in every cafe, with latery be ‘put 
in practice. | 
Thus, when finufes run very far up the 
rectum, it can never. conveniently be prac- - 
tifed; and when, as is frequently the cafe, - 
they penetrate deep, and run below either 


large blood-veffels, tendons, or nerves, it 


would never furely, in thefe cafes, be ad-’ 
vifable to have recourfe to fuch treatment. 
Fut alshough the practice was even al- 
together 
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j copula: free from dahears it ought in al- 
moft every inftance to be laid afide; fince 
-wecan, by a much more fimple and lefs 
painful operation, be always as certain of 
obtaining a cure, as we ever could be, ei- 
ther by a fimple incifion, or by an entire 
deftruction of the parts. 
_ The intention of cure es cafe of 
 finus, is to produce a coalefcence of its 
fides, fo as to deftroy any vacuity that may 
have been occafioned. : 
The moft effectual means for accom- 
-plithing this, is, firft to make a depending 
orifice for a free exit to the matter; and 
then, by a gentle irritation, to ented) on 
the internal furface of the finus, a flight 
_ degree of inflammation, which by experi- 
' ence is known to be the ftate which proves. 
_ moft favourable to the production of adhe- 
- fion between any two parts; fothatafirm - 
_ union of the fides of the finus to one ano= 
ther may in due time be obtained. _ 
Now both thefe intentions are fully an- 
fwered by the introduction of a feton, from 
the orifice in the ulcer, along the courfe 


of. ee 
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_of the finus, to its other extremity; where _ 


_ an opening, large enough for the difcharge, 
. ought to be made in the manner we for- 
merly directed in cafes of abfcefs. 


The cord of cotton or filk ought at fir 


to be pretty large, more or lefs fo accord= 
ing to the capacity of the finus; and it 


fhould be diminifhed gradually, as the — 


cure.advances, by taking away a thread or 
two from its thicknefsevery fecond or third 
day. And at laft, when the difcharge is 
greatly leflened by the filling up of the 
vacuity occafioned by the finus, the feton: 


fhould be totally withdrawn; and a ban-— 


dage being applied with fome tightnefs 


over the part, and being continued a fufi- 


cient length of time, a complete cure will — 


for the moft part be effected. 

The firft {tep to be taken then, in all 
cafes of this kind, is to difcover the direc- 
tion im which the finufes run; which 


commonly we can eafily do, either by the © | 


_introdudtion of a probe, or by obferving 
where the matter points on being allowed 
to collect for fome time, and 


\ 


1C 


from whence’ — 
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it comes, on the part being prefled. And 
into every finus that opens into the ulcer, 
a feton, as we have above directed, fhould 
be introduced, ge 

This method of curing finufes, by is: 
ufe of the feton, is free from all manner 
of danger, and is admiffible in almoft every 
cafe that can occur. Even when finufes run 


_ deep among the mufcles and blood-veflels ; 
and when it would be unfafe, therefore, to 


ufe either the {calpel or acrid injections; a 
feton, introduced by means of the director, 
as we formerly recommended in the treat- 
ment of abfceffes, may be always employed 


with much fafety and advantage. 


The practice we have here recommend- 


: ed is feldom found to fail in any cafe of 


fimple finus; and, in general, it anfwers 
even in thofe which are confidered as real 
fiftule. 7 | | 
Although it would be very inconvenient 
in fuch a firuation, yet I am much per- 


- fuaded, from its general utility in fimilar 


cafes in other parts, that the feton would — 
pprove a much more effectual remedy in - 
gales 
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Garde of the fiftula in ano, than any other 


that has as yet been employed. In fimilar 
cafes of this kind that occur in the peri- 
neum, I have known it ufed with the 
: gr eateft advantage: And it is in this fitua- 
tion, indeed, particularly proper; as the 
cicatrix formed after the opening of a long 
finus in the common method, with a fcal- 
pel, proves in thefe parts frequently more 
troublefome and painful to the patient, 
than even the original difeafe it was in- 
tended to remove. | 

The finufes, by thefe means, being at 
laft filled up, the ulcers with which they 


have been cenneéted are then to be cured 


in the ordinary manner, as we have directed 


in one or other of the different fections, | i 
for the {pecies of fore to which they may 


happen to belong. © 


This part of furgery, it may be obfer- 


ved, is much indebted to the i ingenious 
Mr Pott, for the fimplicity he has been 


in a great meafure the means of introdu- ~ 


cing in the treatment of fiftulous com- 


plaints 1 in ano and in perineo. In all of 


which, 
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_ which, as we have already remarked, it 


ufed formerly to be, and with many in-— . 


deed ftill is, the practice to cut out the 
affected. parts entirely, whether they are . 
much hardened or not: which not only — 
occafions a great deal of unneceflary pain, 
but very feldom produces fuch an agree- 
able or fpeedy cure as is obtained by 
merely laying the parts open with a fimple 
 incifion; and which is all that, even in the 
 moft obftinate cafes, fhould be ever at- 
tempted. For, if a cure cannot be ob- 


tained by fuch an operation alone, or by 


the feton when it can be ufed, as we have 
_. lately advifed, cutting out the parts never 
_ will effect it, unlefs they are all evidently 
ina very hard callous ftate; in which cafe, 
extirpation of the difeafed parts may no 
doubt, in fome cafes, be neceflary. Even 
_ when a very confiderable degree of hard- 
__ nefs prevails, much advantage is often de~ 


rived merely from laying the finufes open 
~ by a fimple incifion along the courfe of 


_ each of them: The free vent which is thus 
given to the difcharge, together with the — 
4 new 


re 254 yy. | | Obfervations ott the | Part I. 


new fappuration induced by the incifions, _ 


proves frequently a very certain means of 
removing the callofities; and this being ac- 
complifhed, a complete cure is commonly 
obtained. 


SECTION VI. 


‘Ceres on the Callous Ulcer. 


§ 1. of the Symptons and eit: of the a ibeads P 


Ulcer. 


N ulcer is faid to be callous, when 


its edges, inftead of contracting, and 


| diminithing the fize of the fore, keep at a 
ftand, turn ragged, and at laft, by acqui- 


‘ring a preternatural thicknefs, often rife 
confiderably above the level of the neigh~ ra 


bouring parts: And, as it is generally 4 
3. : from 
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_ from negleét, or improper treatment, that _ 
ulcers do turn callous, the difcharge af- , 
forded by them i is easioniys a = viti- 
ated matter. im) | iii yt 
It is in this {pecies of ulcer cies too, 
that varicofe veins occur as a fymptom, | 
efpecially when the complaint is-feated 
in the lower extremities. This feems to 
be owing, not only to the difficulty the 
blood, in fuch fituations, meets with in 
its return to the heart; but, in ‘a great 
meafure, to the ftri@ture occafioned by 
the callofities on the courfe of the differ- 
ent veins; a circumftance which, in ex- 
_tenfive fores of this kind, muft, no doubr, 
have a confiderable influence. 
By many, and even by late writers, this 
_ fpecies of ulcer has been commonly termed 
_ varicofe; from their fuppofing fuch fores 
_ to proceed from, and to be‘as it were fed 
_ by, matter furnifhed to them from thefe 
_ fwelled veins, which frequently have the 
: Ba abit of opening into them *. 
‘This error, however, it is evident, mutt 
| 1 aiave 
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have ilveecled from want of. attention to 


the caufe of fuch {wellings in the veins s 
together with the miftaken notion which 


has hitherto prevailed refpecting the for- 
- maation of pus and other- kinds of matter; _ 


which were formerly, in general, fuppofed 
“to circulate with, and to be depofited from 
_ the blood; but ane in the preceding 


eflay, we have endeavoured to demonftrate _ 


to be an opinion th void of any — 
foundation. 

With refpect to the caufes ae eslla(ities 
in ulcers, it may be remarked, that they 
may all be reduced to the general head of 
neglect and improper management. When 


foresareinjudicioufly treated, either byirri- 
tating or by very relaxing applications; or — 
when they are entirely neglected, fo that — 
fungous excrefcences are either allowed to — 
arife, or different dreffings and other extra- _ 
neous bodies are permitted to remain too 
long in their cavities; fuch fubftances 
come at laft to aétas impediments to the 4 
_ farther diminution or contraction of the i 
ulcers. And, the fmall veffels of their — 

Bloc: edges 


SeQ VL callous Ulcer. ae 


edges being thus prevented from proceed~ 


ing farther in a proper direction, are forced | 
to pufh upwards, and fometimes even back- 
wards, till, in confequence of the ufual 


_ preffure from the neceflary bandages, they 


naturally come to acquire a morbid hard« 


_nefs or callofity ; which, as long as it is al- 


ee 


lowed to remain, very effectually prevents 


the accomplifhment of a cure, however ju- 


- dicioufly the fores may in other refpects 


be treated. 


ES 2. Of the Cure of the Callous Ulcer. 


From the confideration of the above- 


_ mentioned caufe of the diforder, the firft 


i flep towards.a cure, it is evident, fhould 


: confift in its total removal. 


Thus every improper application, which, 


tll now, may have been -ufed, fhould be 
immediately laid afide; and if any fun- 


_ gus or other extraneous body appears to be 


_ doing mifchief, thefe and every other ob- 


ftruction to a cure ought as foon as poffible 
; to be removed. This shia, to thoroughly 


Fy a accom= 
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accomplithed, and the fas being brought : 
to a clean healing condition, the. different 
callofities are then to be deftroyed ; for, till 

they are effectually removed, it is in vain 
by any kind of application to expecta cure, 


In. very.recent inftances of fuch com- | 


plaints, warm emollient. cataplafms, when 
continued for a proper length of time, by 


foftening the callofities, will frequently, 


without any other application, anfwer 
every intention of cure, But it is in 
the earlieft periods of the diforder only 
that thefe ever prove effectual; for when 
it has been of long duration, “es that the 
_ edges of the fore have acquired much pre- 
ternatural hardnefs, neither the ufe of 
emollients nor of gum-plafters, as we find _ 
in fuch cafes recommended by many au- x 
thors, are ever attended with any remark- 
_ able advantages. | | 
The only remedy then we can have re- 
courfe to, is the {calpel or cauftic: Andas- 
this laft, when properly managed, is equally — 
certain with the other, it fhould, as the 
eafiet method, be always employed; and,” 


fort 
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for reafons we have mentioned in.a former 
— fedtion, the lunar cauftic fhould be here 
_ likewife preferred. _ The {olution of filver 
or of mercury, of which we gave a de- 
{cription when treating of the fungous ul- 
eer, may be ufed with equal propriety: here 
too: Either: this, or the lunar cauftic, 
_ fhould be applied every two days to the 
callous edges of. the fores, which in this 
manner will be foon deftroyed. By this 
means, together with a continuation of the 
poultices fo long as any degree of foulnefs 
remains in the fores, they will foon be re- 
duced to the ftate of fimple purulent ulcers, 
when the treatment we have recommended 
for that fpecies of fore will feldom fail in 
accomplifhing a cure. 

In the lift of fymptoms which we fis 
merly enumerated, varicofe veins were 
mentioned as one. Thefe, it might be 
imagined, when the caufe which produced 
them was removed, would likewife difap- 
pear. This, however, is very feldem the 
cafe; for blood-veflels, which have once 
faffered fuch a diftention as to be deprived 

R 2 en- 
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entirely of their tone, do not often foon re« 
cover it. In the treatment, therefore, of this 
{pecies of ulcer, itis not merely neceflary to 
removethe caufe which originally produced 
thefe {wellings in the veins: fome fupport 
mutt be afforded to the weakened parts in 
order‘to enable them the more eafily to re- 
cover their ufual ftrength. On. 

For this purpofe, nothing has hitherto 


proved fo effe@tual, as the laced ftocking, or | 


fpiral bandage, which we have already re- 


commended fo frequently for different cir- J 


cumftances in thecure of fores: In order to 


have a proper effe@, however, in every cafe 


of varix of long duration, itought to be con- 
tinued for a very confiderable time: And 
it rarely happens, we may remark, that any 


inftance occurs of the diforder being fo 


bad, in which a cure may not be obtained 
merely by the means we have recommend- 
ed; or at leaft, that the inconvenience pro- 
duced by the {welling of the veins may 
not be fo far palliated as to render quite 
unneceflary that painful operation fo fre~ 
quently recommended of extirpating, as in 

| | cafes 


+ an 
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cafes of aneurifm, the difeated or ue 
parts. — 
The effects of preffure in ee cure of 
fores we have already taken different op-~ 
portunities of mentioning; but they are 
particularly remarkable in ulcers with cal- 
lous edges. In fores of this kind, this’ 
hardnefs or callofity of their edges, is not 
the only impediment to a cure: the con- 
tiguous parts are always much tumefied ; 
an occurrence which muft be entirely re- 
moved before any estate cure can be 
obtained. 7 
This {welling of the ee parts 
originates moft probably from obftructions 
taking place in the fmaller veffels of the 
edges of the fores, in confequence of pref- 
fure produced by the callofities which fur= 
round them: And accordingly it will 
fometimes fubfide merely by the effects of 
emollient poultices in removing this hard- — 
nefs by which the tumefaction was in= 
duced.—But when thefe do not prove. al~ 
together effectual, preffure obtained by a 
proper and continued ufe of a flannel rol- 
| R 3 , ler; 
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ler, will in almoft every sage cate plete 
the cure. : aie. Ge a 


‘SECT LON, ving! Seah : 
_ Oefervations on ibe Carious ae 


8 I. Y the syaiptoms and Diagnofis if the Car ious 
' Ulcer. | 


YY the term Carious Uleer, is Hare 
-underftood that {pecies of the difor- 

‘der only, which is connected with a local 

affection of a bone. For although the fpina 
ventofa, rickets, and fome other diforders ~ 
of the bones, may, in particular circum~ 
ftances, ‘perhaps, come under the fame 
denomination; yet as it is probable, | that 
fuch affections of the bones as occur in 
thele difeafes, are connected with, and de- 
pend 
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pend upon, fome general diforderof the fy+ 
ftem, and which with more propriety comes 
under the province. of medicine than of 
furgery, to enter upon their confideration 
at prefent would evidently be deviating 
very much from our plan: All that is now 
intended is, to give as clear and concife a 
defcription as poflible of that fpecies. of 
caries in which furgery is more particu- 
larly concerned, and in which, by proper 
attention, we often have it in our power | 
to be of more real fervice, than in almoft 
any other chronic diforder that comes un- 
der the management of a furgeon. 

‘It may likewife be obferved, that fo far 
as thofe difeafes of the bones above men- 
‘tioned are to (be confidered as local affec- 
tions, which, after the removal of the ge- 
neral diathefis which produced them, they 
frequently are, the different directions we 
are afterwards to give will be found to 
apply with equal propriety to them as to 
the moft fimple cafes that occur. ey 

The moft clear and fimple idea that. can 
be given of a caries, is, that it isa diforder 

R 4 : of 
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of the bones exactly of the fame nature with 
a {phacelus or gangrene of the foft parts ; 
a circumftance which, we think, is. very 
clearly demonftrated both from the fymp- 
‘toms, caufes, and method of cure. Ae 

As the blood-veflels in bones are not 
near fo numerous in proportion as they 
are in the fofter parts of the body, the 
anaftomofing of different veffels cannot oc- 
cur in them fo frequently ; fo that, when 
any confiderable artery of a bone happens 


to be deftroyed, the parts fupplied by it na-_ 


turally fuffer much more than any of the 


fofter organs would do from a fimilar _ 


And, as all the blood-veffels of bones 
_ are known to pafs to them through their 


{urrounding membrane the periofteum, 


upon which they generally run for a con-. 


fiderable way before penetrating deeper, 
it is Not very uncommon for a caries to 


occur in .a bone which’ has fuffered no.. 
other apparent injury than that of having. 
a very! fmall portion of its membrane 


deftroyed, 


We 
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We do not, however, mean to fay, that. 
a caries muft always neceflarily follow a 
deftruction of a part of the periofteum; 
for the contrary of this is frequently known 
to happen: And unlefs the injury has been 
fo confiderable, as at the fame time either 
to affect the ftruCture of the bone itfelf, or 
to occafion, as we have already obferved, 
the deftruction of fome principal artery, a 
caries will never occur merely from an ab- 
rafion of the periofteum; but whenever 
an accident has produced either of thefe 
effects, the other will almoft conftantly be 
found to follow. 

From the firft appearance of a bone 
after it is laid bare, unlefs its fubftance 
has been evidently affected, we can never 
at once determine precifely, whether a ca- 
ries will fucceed or not. In mere abrafions 
of the periofteum from ordinary accidents, 
I would, from a number of obfervations, 
conclude, that there is at leaft an equal 
chance that it will not: a fhort time, how- 
ever, will-¢ommonly refolve ‘the uncer- 

tainty. io a apall 
For 
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+ For if, at the end of the fourth day at. 


farthelt, a bone that has been denuded {till 
retains its natural appearance, we may 
in general conclude, with tolerable cer- 
tainty, that no carious affection is to fuc- 


ceed ; and may accordingly proceed with 


fafety in the treatment, as if the cafe were 
that of a fimple wound only ; which can 
never with propriety be done, whilft any 
uncertainty remains with refpect to the 


ftate of the bone: And hence the great 


_confequence of being able foon to deter- 

mine whether a bone laid bare is to be at~ 
tacked with caries or not. 

For if, from want of attention, a cure 


fhould be attempted in a cafe where caries 


is to follow, and if the fore fhould>be 
made to cicatrife, all the new growth 


would be again to deftroy, much unne- ~ 
ceflary pain would be given to the patient, . 


and a permanent cure would be much 


bi 


longer protracted than if proper meafures. ' 


had been taken at the beginning. © 


In general, however, as we have sili 


remarked, if a denuded bone is to become 
4. 5 carious, 


t 
hs 
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carious, it hall fhows sefelf in a very 
short time. By the end of the third or 
fourth day at fartheft, the bone begins to 
lofe its natural healthy appearance, turns 
firft of a pale white, and then gets a flight 


- tinge ofa yellow complexion; and when- 


ever this begins to appear, there can be no | 
longer a doubt of what will big the chale : 
quence. | | 
It fometimes remains, Wathen in Fshis 
_ ftate for a good many days, and by de- 
grees gets a more deep tallow-like appear- 
ance; in which ftate it commonly conti- 
_ nues for a longer or fhorter time, accord- 
ing to the degreeof violence with which the 
_ injury has been done; and afterwards goes 
thro’ the different ftages of brown and dark, 
till it has acquired a black of the deepeft 
 dye,a period at which we may fuppofe this 
portion of the bone is arrived at, perhaps, 
the higheft degree of mortification. 
The difcharge from ulcers of this kind, 
is never of the confiftence of good pus: it 
is generally confiderably thinner; and from 
the firft appearance of a caries, it acquires 


a. 


hi 
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. & moft difagreeable fetor, which always 
turns more confiderable as the different 
ftaces of the diforder advance; and at laft, 
too, it acquires a blackifh hue, at the fame 
time that it caelgkernd becomes exceed 
ingly” acrid, 

As the feveral Nabe of blacknef or 


mortification go on, fmall foramina or 


holes feem as it were to form in the dif- 
eafed parts; and by degrees increafe con- 


fiderably, till even the moft folid bones _ 


acquire a kind of fpongy appearance. In 


this fituation, the mortified portion gene~ 


rally becomes loofe, and, when preffed 
upon, a Confiderable quantity of a fattifh- 
like matter, with an intolerable fetor, can 
commonly be forced out from the different 
openings; which fo taints the whole dif 
charge from the ulcer, and gives it fuch a 


very peculiar {meéll, as to render it fearcely . 


poflible for any practitioner — who has _ 


once known thoroughly what it is, ever to 


be deceived with refpe&t to the exiftence : 
of a caries. Indeed this circumftance — 


_ alone affords almoft as certain a diftinc- 
tion 
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tion in cafes of latent caries, a6: ame that 
a can be pointed out. ~~ 


In ulcers attended with a carious. 3 Bune, 


ilie flefhy parts never have a healthy ap- 
_ pearance; they are foft and more flabby 
than natural; and, inftead of a florid red, 

_ they have eadhiart dark brown, together 
_ with fomewhat of a glaffy Geradleiion. 


_ The granulations, however, commonly 


: ad vaites quickly enough; and they would 
frequently proceed too far, if they were not 


k prevented by art; which it is always ne- 


_ ceflary that they fhould be, till the difeafed 
__ parts of the bone are either caft off by the 
_ efforts of nature, or are cut out by art, fo as 
~ that the healing of the fore may take place 
wich certainty from the bottom. And,, 
_ when negledtéd for any confiderable time, 


My cea 


_ thefe foft produtions in carious ulcers fre- 
_ quently increafe fo remarkably, as to form 


le nbd large and troublefome excrefcences. 


We have hitherto been fuppofing, that 


‘ uly a portion of the fubftance of a bone 
has been affected; in which cafe a cure is 
~ fometimes obtained by a fingle lamina only 


cafting 
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cafting off. But the fame phenomena like- 
wife occur when the caries has been fo 
confiderable, as to affeét a bone through its 
whole circumference. Only, in this cafe, 
the caries generally advances more quick- 
ly; and, in the treatment of it, it is often 
neceflary that the whole fubftance of the 
bone, in the difeafed part of i it, meus be 
taken out. | 

Such are the didzvent appearandes of 
caries proceeding from an external acci- _ 
dent that has laid the bone fairly. open to’ — 
view: But the fame kind of difeafe occurs ~ 
_ frequently in a more latent manner; and, — 
in fuch cafes, it proves always, in every re- 
fpect, a great deal more troublefome. 
Ulcers of long continuance above the ti- 
bia, or any other bone not tBickly covered 
with foft parts, merely by the matter infi- — 
nuating itfelf to the periofteum, and there — 
producing an inflammation and fuppura- — 
tion of that membrane, by which the bone 
itfelf is apt to be eroded, very often prove — 
the origin of troublefome cariofities; which 


again, as JOBE ¢ as they remain, prevent ef- _ 
fectually 
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fobiaalla the proper cure of all fach fores, 
notwithftanding the ufe of every remedy. 
that can be employed. For when, by the 
application of very drying. aftringent re- 
medies, a cicatrix happens in fuch circum- 
{tances to be induced, it proves conftantly 
a temporary cure only; for the difeafe, in © 
the courfe of a thort time, always breaks 
out again. | 
In fuch cafes as we are lee when 
the external ulceration is not attended with 
-a-great deftruction. of parts, fo that the 
bone ftill remains. with a tolerably thick 
covering, a caries is not always eafily dif- 
covered; fo that practitioners are fre- 
dunnily for fome time, at a lofs how to - 
_ proceed in the cure: With a little atten- 
tion, however, and efpecially with the af- 
fiftance of experience in former fimilar cir- . 
cumftances, a carious bone may, in -gene- 
ral, be eafily enough detected. 3 | 
. When by the introduction of a probe at 
any opening that may have been formed, 
if a roughnefs is difcovered on the furface | 
| | . eS a a 
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of the foilks the cafe becomes, prersiet 
evident. ee: dub aes ies | 
Such jofatauent however, i is not al~ 
ways to be obtained: for frequently there 
is no evident opening in the furface of the 


fore; and, if there are any, they are often. 


fo {mall that no inftrument proper for the _ 


purpofe can get admiffion. “And on other 
occafions, again, when an opening even 
tolerably large is met with, and when a 
caries does certainly exift, yet the difeafed 
part cannot be reached with the probe on 
account of the obliquity or winding direc- 
tion of the finus which leads to it. _ 
Although in fuch cafes, however, the 
bone itfelf cannot be immediately reached ; 


yet if fufficient attention be given to the 


appearance of the fore and to the nature of 
the difcharge, we will not often be at any. 
great lofs. ~ 


If a caries of the bone dacs take place, | 


any new parts which may. have appeared 


in the fore, are commonly, as we formerly 
remarked, foft and flabby; and, inftead of 


forming a regular furface, the new granu- 
3 lations 


—-_ 


2 eS 
lations fprout up in different clufters, of 
_ the fize of {mall nuts or the like; and, in- 
ftead of a healthy red appearance, they 
have ufually a dark-brown complexion. 
Thefe circumftances, when they take 
place, together with the difcharge from | 
the ulcer being thin, dark, and of a greafy. 
appearance, and efpecially the peculiar and 
very offenfive fetor which a caries always 
affords, point out the real {tate of a bone i in 
every cafe of this kind, with almoft as 
~ much precifion as if the bone itfelf were. 
cengtedan View. | 


¢ am oF the Cadi and Prognofis of the Caras 
. Utleer. 
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Aut fuch accidents as can occafion either 
denudation, lofs of fubftance, or erofion of 
a bone, have commonly been enumerated 
4 by authors as the caufes of caries. But it 
is a circumftance well known to every 
practitioner, that the common teguments - 
_ and periofteum are very frequently de~ 

5 ») _ ftroyed,’ 


274 - Obfer ; : og on ie a Part IL, ¥ 


ftroyed, ‘without any | carious. section: en- . 


faing: and that even a very confiderable 
lofs of fubftance in a: bone may, and fre- 


quently does, occur, without being id 
ed by any fuch appearance. 


The caufes, therefore, of caries may, in 


general, be faid to be, whatever can, by 


erofion or otherwife, deftroy the circula- 


tion in the whole or in any part of 2 ; 


bone. | 

As fuch, may be Siksaiunele Waukee in 
_ general, which affect either the periofteum 
or bones; violent contufions, and inflam- 
mation of the periofteum, from whatever 
caufe it may proceed, when it ends either 
in. abfcefs or gangrene; the acrid matter 
of ulcers penetrating to and deftroying 


the periofteum; and, laftly, the improper 


application of fharp acrid {pirits and pow- 


ders to bones merely laid bare; a practice 


we find recommended very univerfally by 
almoft all the ancient writers on this pa 
of furgery. 


We have obferved Sie: thee 2 of fub- 


ftance i in a bone does not always produce 
| 4. | caries. 
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caries. ‘Thus, ‘very confiderable portions 


4 


of the ‘cranium, it is well known, are fre- 


quently taken out when fra@tured, without 


any caries of the remaining part of the bone 


~ enfuing; and that the fame circumftance 
~ likewife happens, in many inftances, in 
other parts of the body, I have had various 
opportunities of being convinced of. * * 
That fuch occurrences, however, do not 


. fo frequently take place in other bones as: 


in thofe of the cranium, cannot be denied: 


: and the reafon of it very probably is, that. 
Re a greater proportion of blood-veffels, 
being fent to the bones of the fkull than” 


to any of the long ones; any accident 


E ehich might otherwife be fufficient for € C= 
_ parating one part of a bone from another, . 
will, by this mechanifm, be prevented from. 
effecting a ftoppage of circulation in the 


contiguous remaining parts with fo much 
eafe as in the hard bones of the extremities, 


in which the blood-veffels are much more . 


_ fparingly diftributed: And to fuch a ftop- 


_ page we have already endeavoured to fhow 


that every cafe of caries is to be aceribute d. 
| 9 2 In 
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In every sh facies of caries, the progno= 


fis to be formed muft depend upon a va- 
riety of circumftances : The practhsh gf 


which are, 

The fituation of dhs difeafed ece the 
nature and organifation of the affected. 
bone; the nature and degree of the inflidt- 


‘ing caufe; the fize of the caries’; the age 


and habit of the patient. 

Thus it will be readily allowed, od a 
caries in any of the bones of the fkull, ribs, _ 
or vertebrz, by thefe parts being fituated 
above or upon organs fo immediately ne- © 
ceflary for life, muft be attended with ) 
more rifk, than a difeafe, in every other | 


refpect of a fimilar nature, 1n any of the | 
bones of the extremities. go 


For a fimilar reafon, too, a caries feated’ 


near to any of the joints, from the danger 


of thefe becoming affected, is always at- 
tended with more rifk than when the 
difeafe is confined to the middle of ae 

bone. ¥ 
The confiftence or texture of a bone, too, 
has no {mall influence in every cafe of ca- 
a! TLS; 
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ries; exfoliations being much more tedi- 
ous,’in the hard and compaé, than i in the 
more foft vafcular bones. Thus, although, 

as we have already remarked, diforders of 
this kind are attended with more rifk on 


the fkull than elfewhere 3 yet a caries of : 


any of the bones of the cranium, if it ad- 
mits of a cure at all, never proves near fo 
tedious as when the hard fubftance of the 
humerus, femur, or tibia, is affected. 
‘The nature of the caufe which produ- 
ced the diforder, has likewife a confiderable 


effet in determining the prognofis. Thus 


a wound with a fharp cutting inftrument, 
that may have deftroyed not only fome of 


the periofteum, but even part of the bone : 


itfelf, does not generally produce either 
fuch a deep or extenfive caries, as what 
commonly fucceeds to violent contufions 
of bones, with perhaps no immediate lofs 
4 oT fabftance. 

The extent of the difeafed part, too, we 
have already obferved, is a circumftance 
which influences the cure confiderably. 
This is, no doubt, the cafe in every fpecies 
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ot ulcer, but it is more particularly fo in all 
cafes of caries; for it is conftantly found, 
that much more time, in proportion, is re- 
quifite for the feparation of a large piece 


of fpoiled bone, than what in general 


proves fufficient for the removal of one of © 


a lefs extent. 

And, ty as in. every {pecies af fore, 
the patient’s being young or old, healthy 
or otherwife, are circumftances which oc- 


cafion very confiderable differences in the _ 


progrefs of the cure. This, we may re- 
mark, is the cafe in every variety of ulcer; 
but it is particularly fo in thofe attended 
with carious bones, which always render 


the cure of fores fo extremely tedious, 


that few conftitutions are able to fupport 
the difcharge which they produce, if they 


have not previouily been Split site 


and. healthy. | : 
- Thefe are the leading circumttances re- 


ulcers attended with carious bones; and it 


is from a due attention to all of them that 


a jutt prognofis is to be formed. 


$3. 
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CARIES being a difeafe of the fame na-= 


_ ture in the bones, as mortification is in the | 


foft parts, no cure, it is evident, can with 
propriety be attempied, till the removal of 
_ all the difeafed parts is accomplifhed. 

_. For if, either by accident or defign, an 
union of the parts. above fuch a caries 
fhould be obtained, the dead portion of the 
bone not having any connection with the 4 
living or found parts, and by thus acting . 


as an extraneous irritating body, would 


foon. produce, an abfcefs or collection of 
matter, and in this manner would force 
open the parts already united. Rie.) 
Ina healthy conftitution, the feparation 
of difeafed mortified parts from fuch as 
- remain found, is,.in general, accomplifhed 

a by a natural exertion of the fyftem. 
The courfe which nature follows in ef- 
fecting this, feems, as we formerly remark- 
ed when treating of gangrene, to be thro’ 
the i intervention ofa flight degree lof i in= 
ais ie flammation, 
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-flammation excited upon the extremities 
of the remaining found parts,which forms, 
as it were, a boundary between thefe and 
fuch as are difeafed. © 

In confequence of fuch an inflammation, 
a ferous exfudation from the mouths of the 
found vellels is produced; a fuppuration 
is accordingly brought about, with a con- 
fequent produ@tion of new granulations, 


which, together, foon effeCtually detach all 
the difeafed from the living parts. 


This is evidently the procefs, in fuch 
cafes of mortification as occur in the fofter 
parts of the body; and, with a very little 
attention, the fame phenomena will be ob- . 
ferved in every cafe of caries. Only in the 
latter, from there being in the bones, as we 
have formerly remarked, a more {paring 
diftribution of blood vellels, and confe- 


quently not fuch a difpofition to inflam- 


mation, the exertions of nature, for the rep 
moval of the difeafe, are feldom fo quickly 
accomplifhed. — 
It is from.a due attention to this procefs 
of nature, in freeing herfelf from fuch dif> 
orders, 
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orders, that the greateft advantages in the 
treatment of caries are to be obtained: And 
if we be directed by this in the choice and 
order of our applications, we may have it~ 
frequently in our power to accomplith i in 
a few weeks, what nature, if left to herfelf, 
would require many more months to ef- 

. From the foregoing confiderations, the 
principal indication, it is evident, in every 

cafe of caries, fhould be, by proper applica- 
tions frequently reiterated, to excite, and 
continue as long as may be neceflary, fuch 
a degree of inflammation in the adjoining 
found parts of the bone, as may be requi- 
fite for the total feparation of the mortified 
parts. 

In this ftate of ne diforder, the dif- 
eafed part of the bone we fuppofe to be 
laid quite bare; which in the cafe of ca- 
ries, as we firft defcribed, 1s the cafe from 

the beginning; and which muft, in the 

- other, be brought about, by deftroying the 
corrupted and other parts that cover it, as 
{oon 


te 
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foon as the caries from the different inlay | 


toms is known toexift[KY =. - 

_ So far at leatt it muft be laid open, as & 
necellary for getting freely at the difeafe of 
the bone in its full extent. This, by a 
mere incifion along the courfe of the ca- 
ries, may in general be done; but when 
. the difeafe occupies any ponies extent 
of furface, it becomes neceflary to make a 
crucial incifion, or even to take away part 
of the teguments. altogether. And till the 
difeafe of the bone is entirely removed, it 
is neceflary, by a due attention from time 
to time, to prevent the formation of new 
‘parts, at leaft fo far as might in any de- 
gree obftruct the feparation of the caries. 

Whether authors have ever had in view 

-fuch an indication as the one we have 

~ mentioned, for the cure of caries, know 


not: but the remedies employed, in fuch 


cafes, have, in general, been very differ- 
ent from thofe which reafon evidently 
points out, and from thofe means which 
- have been ufed with much fucce3 Py ric 


modern practitioners. 
The 
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The direGtions given by all the older — 
writers on this fubjeét, and which are ftill 
attended to by fome of the moderns, 
are, in every cafe of caries, or even only 
of a denuded bone, to apply immedi= 
ately, to the bone itfelf, powders and 
tin@tures of aloes, euphorbium, myrrh, . 
and other warm gums. ‘This, it 1s pro- 
bable, they were originally led into, with 
a view to correct the great degree of fetor ) 
and putrefaction that, in cafes of carious 
bones, always takes place: and from cu- 
ftom only the practice has been continued, 
without any other fatisfactory reafon; for 
_ the only effects which thefe applications 
can ever produce, farther than that of cor- 
reGting the fmell, is to irritate’ and in- 
flame the foft parts of the fore, without 
having the leaft influence on the more ma- 
terial difeafe of the bone. | aes 

- For, when the caries is of any eaters : 
able depth, fuch fubftances can never pe 
netrate to or affect the found parts of the 
bone, where iii by the irritation they 
: : would 
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would occafion, fome benefit might be ex- 
pected'from them. = SP I 

And again, when no caries or affe@iion 
of this nature has appeared, fuch applica- 
tions to bones merely denuded of ‘their 
periofteum, can never, in any refpedct, be 
neceflary, and may, on the contrary, be 
frequently a means of inducing a real ca- 
ries, the very diforder they were intended 
to prevent. TE ame we 

Another remedy which we find fre- 
quently recommended by almoft every au- 
thor, in the more advanced ftages of caries 
efpecially, is the actual cautery. This, 
however, independently of the many ob- 
jetions made to it by patients, from the © 
pain and feeming cruelty attending it, is 
evidently, from its nature, a very injudi-. 


\ 


cious application in all fuch diforders: and 


although many have no doubt recovered 
when the cautery has been made ufe of, 
there can be little doubt, but that’ the fame 
complaints would have been more quickly 


Temoved, although no fuch remedy had 


been employed; for, in whatever way we 


fup- 
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_. fappofe it to be applied, its: ee mutt | 
ponent. be pernicious. 

If the cautery be applied in raat a man=: 
ner as entirély to deftroy the difeafed parts 
of the bone, as is commonly recommended, 
the found parts underneath, from the de- 
gree of heat neceflary for that purpofe, 
muft undoubtedly always fuffer fo much, 
as to be foon rendered equally carious with 
thofe intended to be removed. | 

And, on the contrary, when it is ufed 
in a-more {paring manner, the difeafed 
part of the bone will not be removed, whilft 
at the fame time there will be a confider- > 
able rifk incurred of retarding the natural 
exertion of the fyftem for the removal of 
the difeafe: for even a very moderate heat 

will effect the deftruction of fuch granula- 
tions as nature may for this purpofe have 
already formed; and the juft degree of 
heat, it may be remarked, neceflary for 
deftroying the morbid, without affecting 
the found parts, it 1s fcarcely Poth le to 
determine. — : 

When, for any i tea weasuet the 

actual 
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seine cautery may not be ideas proper, - 
it has been recommended, by the fame 

authors, to make ufe of different artificial 

cauftic preparations; and by others, it is 

advifed, as the fhorteft procefs, to ftrike off 
at once all the difeafed pine park a chifel - 
and mallet. 

But the objections to the ufe of rh ait 
tery, which we have already ftated, hold 
equally ftrong with refpeét to thefe: fo 
that, in every cafe of caries, every appli- 


cation of fuch a precarious nature fhould 


be entirely laid afide; efpecially as we have 
it in our power to accomplifh the fame ~ 
indicatioin in a much more fafe and cers 
tain manner. 

- For the purpofe of exciting a sistetiors : 


degree of inflammation, the moft effectual 


and fafeft method, and which, in flight 
cafes of caries, proves always fufficient, is 


_to make a number of fimall perforations 


all over the furface of the difeafed bone, — 

to fuch a depth as to give the patient a 
very little pain, and no farther. 
This operation yeing, 1 in different parts, 
renewed 
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renewed every third or fourth day, the 


; - difeafed portion of the bone, in the courfe 
- of a fhort time, not only lofes the cohefion 


of its own parts, but a gentle inflammation 
being, by the fame means, raifed and kepr 
up till a free fuppuration is produced, the 


whole mortified mafs is generally, in a. 


fhort time thereafter, entirely thrown of. | 
Thefe perforations are very conveniently 
and effectually made by a pin or perfora- 
tor, fuch as is ufed for fixing the head of 
the trepan; which being fixed in the 
handle of that inftrument, not the one in 
common ufe, but that which refembles the 
tool made ufe of by coopers for perfora- 
ting cafks, it is thereby wrought with 2 
great deal of eafe and expedition. = 
Although the operation, as now de- 


. fcribed, i in general anfwers very effectually 


in-flight cafes of caries, which are not of 


great extent, and which do not penetrate | 


deeper than the firft or fecond lamella of a 


‘bone; yet when the difeafe is very exten-. 


five, and efpecially when it goes deep into 


the fubftance of a bone, it fhortens the 


procefs 


peta 


== 
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procefs confiderably, if, inftead of rr per= 
forator, a very. fmall head of a “en be 
employed. 

This inftrument being applied at proper 
diftances over the furface of the caries, and 
being carried juft as deep as to give the pa~ 
tient avery little pain, as we formerly direc- 
ted, the: production of that degree of inflam- 
mation which we have fhown to be fo ne- 
ceflary in all fuch cafes is thus very con- 


fiderably promoted. And at the fame 


time, by converting, as it were, a very large 


caries into fo many fmaller difeafed parts, 


their feparation from the found bone be- 


low comes to be much more eafily affeGted, 


than if the whole furface had ftill remained 
in one continued piece, 

As foon as any of the parts aia at the 
edges, their final feparation may be always . 
greatly haftened, by daily infinuating be~ 
low them the end of a common fpatula or 
levator, fo as to prefs thei edges a very 
little upwards. 

The head of a common trepan is fre~ 


quently made ufe of for taking out a piece 


entirely 


 ~® 
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entirely when bones happen to be carious 
through the whole fubftance of their dif- 


ferent lamellz; but, in the ftate of the dif- 


| eafe, of which we are now (peaking, the 


caries is not fuppofed to have advanced fo 
far, and confequently fuch a practice can- 
not with propriety be recommended. 
After the ufé of either of the above- 
mentioned inftruments, the ulcer is to be 
dreffed in the ufwal manner. Only, as long 


as any of the carious bone remains, the 


putrefcency and fetor of the matter are 


-€ommonly fo confiderable, that it becomes 
_heceffary to employ fome remedies merely 


with a view to correct it. For which pur 
pofe, a ftrong deco@ion of Jefuit’s bark 
and walnut-tree leaves is frequently ufed 


with advantage: and a folution of cam-. 
_phor in weak brandy, is alfo an application 
by which this fetor of morbid bones is 
_ very effeGtually corrected. The carious 
» part of the bone fhould be daily-dreffed 


with pieces of foft lint foaked in either of 


thefe, whilft the reft of the fore is treated 
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in the manner we have directed for cafes 
of fimple purulent ulcers. 

‘Fhis putrefcent {tate of the a ey af- 
forded by carious ulcers is likewife much 
correéted by the application of lime-water: 
If the fores be daily moiftened with foft 
cloths dipt i in it, the matter feldom becomes 
very offenfive; and as this remedy feems to 
have.fome influence in deftroying the co- 
hefion oe ofleous matter, it ought never to 


be omitted in any cafe of thiskind. Since 


1 firft employed lime-water in’ ulcers at= 


tended with carious bones, I have met with 


different inftances of exfoliations being 


' much promoted by it. 


As foon as the carious parts are all en- 


tirely removed, the whole being then in 


the {tate of a fimple purulent fore, it ought 
to be treated accordingly: For, although 
we are particularly direed by authors in 
general, never, in any cafe of caries, or of 
denuded bone, to make ufe of ointments, 


or of any kind of greafy application; yet, © 


as there was never any juft reafon given for 


dfuch a prohibition, | long ago. peat trial 
Of F 


fi 
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of applications of this kind in cafes of ca- 
Ties; and, no inconvenience arifing from 
the practice, I have fince that time Deen j in 
“the: daily cuftom of applying them j jutt as 
freely to bones as to other parts. : 


Of the great variety of books I-have had 


occafion to confult upon this fubjeét, none 
have afforded me more fatisfa@tiion than a 
treatife on carious bones, by the late cele- 
brated Dr Monro; and I am happy to 
find, that the pra¢tice we have ventured to 
recommend is fupported by the authority 
of fuch an eminent practitioner; who, af- 
ter {peaking of the application of unétuous 


medicines to bones, not only admits of it 


as fafe, but recommends the practice ; as 

Bates ufeful; and fays, “I can now, 
ae a great many trials, aflure you, that 
‘no medicines fo effectual! ly prevent the 
“corruption of bones laid bare, and aff ft 
‘to cover them fo foe with fleth, as 
* ointments *. i 


ita nites We 

* In the fame i ingenious Differtation may be feen a 
particular account of the feveral fpecies of caries; with 
a lift of authors in different ages, from Hippocrates 
down- 


‘but when this is found to be the cafe, a 
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We have hitherto been fuppofing, as was 
already obferved, that the difeafe does not 


cad ae a , 
pene rate far into the fubftance of a bone: 


a confiderable portion, perhaps, of its vio 
circumference i is affected; or when the dif- © 
eafe extends even round the whole bone, 
which in many inflances is the cafe; the 
fhorteft procefs then is, to take out at once 
all the difeafed parts, either with the head 
of atrepan, frequently applied. or by means 
of a {mall {pring-faw. hee 
Many inventions have been. Sake 
for cutting out portions of carious bones 
which lie deep: With a view to protect 
the cuppercus parts from being injured. 
! ie faw, it has been advifed to.cover 
with thin plates of fteel; and faws of 
various forms have beeen fappofed to be 


-neceflary for dividing the bone. 


Almott every part of furgery i is wircaly 
too much loaded with machinery ; but 


dowrwards, who have wr ‘rote upon it, with, the feveral 


‘methods of cure propofed by each of them. Wid. 
Monro’s Works, 4to. Edin. 1781, p. 283, &o. 
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no operation with which we are acquaint- 
ed, feems to require lefs aid from new in- 
_ ftruments than the removal of a portion of 
a carious bone. In whatever part of the 
body the difeafé is feated, the teguments 
and mufcles which cover the caries fhould. 
be freely divided: and, when the bones of 
any of the extremities are affeCted, if this 
be done to a proper extent, fo as to admit 
of a piece of firm leather being inferted 
below the bone, for the purpofe of prote@- 
ing the foft parts on the oppofite fide of the 
limb, a common ftraight faw will anfwer, 
in almoft every cafe, better than any other , 
inftrument. But when the bone lies very 
deep, a {mall fpring-faw of a circular form 
may be employed for dividing fuch parts 
of it as cannot be ealily eahaee oy the. 
common faw. | | 

Thus either by the ufe of the trepan, or 
by a faw, any portion of a difeafed bone 
may be removed; a practice which may 
frequently be employed to much advan- 
tage in the fkull, in the bones of the hands 
and feet, as alfo in thofe of the legs and 

beh sy ace arms, 


gh 
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-arms, when the caries does not run into 


the necks and heads of the bones, fo as. to 
affe€t the joints: In which event, if an an- 
chylofis does not enfue, or if nature does 


not by fome means or other effect a cure, 


amputation of the limb muft almoft always. 


be had recourfe to at laft; a caries of the 


extremities of large bones being one of the . 
many complaints for which art has not as 
yet difcovered a remedy. 

: But, whenever a caries is confined to i 
middle of any of the bones of the extremi- 
ties , excepting, perhaps, in the thigh, where 
the thicknefs of parts is very confider- 
able, amputation of the member fhould 
never be advifed for it: for, with a little 
patience and attention, if the patient's 
health is not much injured, nature may, 
in general, be fo far affifted-by removing | 
the difeafed’ parts, that a complete cure 
may at lait be moft frequently obtained. 
And in no cafe whatever ought we to ‘dest 
f{pair, when the carious part can, with 


fafety, be removed: For, however exten- 
five the difeafe may be, if we can properly 


accomplith 
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accomplifh its removal, nature will feldom 
fail on her part, in filling up the vacancy; 
there being many in{tances to be met with, 
in different chirurgical publications, of 
even whole bones being regenerated. 

We have obferved above, that in carious 
affections of the larger joints, amputation, 
of the difeafed limb is almoft the only re-_ 

-medy to be depended on. -It has however 
been propofed, and has even been. at- 
tempted, to fave limbs affected in this — 
manner, by cutting out the ends of the 
carious bones. Mr Park, a very ingeni- 
ous furgeon of Liverpool, has publithed a 
treatife upon this fubje@, in which he gives 
the hiftory of a difeafed knee-joint where 
this operation fucceeded, Although much 
_moerit, however, is due to whoever makes 
any probable attempt for faving limbs . 
which otherwife would be amputated, and 
although the public is much indebted to 
Mr Park for the trouble he has taken in 
promoting the fuccefs of the operation we 
have now mentioned; yet from various 
circumftances there is much reafon to 


a4 sagt a think, 
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think, that it will never be found to be 
of much general utility : Independent of - 
other objections which occur to it, the rifle 
which attends it is evidently much greater 
than what commonly refults from the am- 
putation of limbs: the extent of fore in- 
duced by it is greater; the fuppuration is 
of courfe more plentiful; and the matter 
is not fo freely difcharged. ~ We do not’ 
here, however, think it neceflary to enter 
more folly: into the difcuffion of this point, 
as wé fhall haved occafion to treat more 
particularly of itin another work i in which 

we are at prefent engaged. | 

During the treatment of a caries, it mut 
be underftood that the fame attention is: 
requifite to the patient’s habit of body, diet, 
and regimen in general, as we have recom-. 
mended in other fpecies of ulcers. . 

Thus, if he is of a full inflammatory 
conftitution, all heating and very nourifhs 
ing articles of diet fhould beabftained from; 
and if, on the contrary, the fyftem is ee 
and emaciated, as from the long continu- 


' ance of fuch diforders is moft ‘frequently 


the 
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the cafe, a nourifhing generous regimen 
~fhould always be allowed. In fuch cafes, 
too, as tonic remedies are much wanted, 
Jefuit's bark is often found to be very fer- 
viceable, and it thould always be ufed in 
confiderable quantities. | O49 
The bark is almoft the only medicine 
which, in cafés of caries, thould ever be 
given internally: but in fome inftances the 


 foft parts which cover a carious bone, be-- 
» come fo fwelled and painful, that: ‘opiates ‘ 


are found to be neceffary. ‘And 4s it ap= 
pears, that in fach cafes the pain proceeds 
in a great meafure from the diftention of 
the periofteum, in confequence of the bone 
_ becoming enlarged, 1 have frequently been 

| induced to try the effects of flight {carifi- 


cations, or of bleeding with leeches direét- 


ly on the pained parts; by which means 
relief is frequently obtained when it can- 
not be procured by any other means. I 
_ may here remark, too, that in every {pecies 
of ulcer, attended with much pain, leeches 


hy a 


applied either upon the edges of the fores, 


or directly upon the affeed parts, are. 


often 


~ 
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often attended with the bett effects, info- _ 
much that I am now in the daily habit of 

ufing them whenever a fore becomes fo in- _ 
flamed and painful as to refift the influence _ 
of poultices and the other means we have 
recommended. | | 

In every ulcer of this a as ee as 

the difeafed part of the hye is extract« | 
ed, the fore which remains is to be treated 
in the manner we have already directed 


for the management of that {pecies of ul- 


cer, to which, at the pice it may appear to 
belong. ii om ‘ : 


SEG 
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“SECTION VII. 


Obfervations on the Cancerous Ulcer. 


§1. - Of the Sapiens and Diagnofis of the Cans? 


cerous U leer. 


ANCERS neo been generally divided 
into occult and open. By the former 
are meant fuch hard {cirrhous {wellings as 
are attended with frequent {hooting pains, 
and which at laft generally terminate in the 
latter.’ init 
_ By the open cancerous ulcer, we er 
{tand that fpecies of fore, which com- 
monly fucceeds to hard fwellings of the 
glands; although, in fome inftances, itoc- | 
_ gurs without any previous hardnefs. The - 
: edges 


*¢ 
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edges of the ulcer are hard, rageed, and un- 
equal, very painful, and reverfed in differ- 
ent ways, being fometimes turned upwards 
and backwards, and on other occafions i in- 
wards. , The whole furface of the fore i 1s 


| commonly very unequal: in fome parts — 


there are confiderable rifings, whilft in” 
others there are deep excavations. The — 
difcharge for the moft part is a thin, dark- 
coloured, fetid ichor ; and is often poflefled : 


of fuch a degree of acrimony, as to €xco- | 


riate, and even to deftroy, the neighbour- © 
ing parts. In the more advanced ftages of — 
the difeafe, too, by the erofion of blood- 
veflels which occurs, confiderable quantities 
of pure blood are fometimes difcharged. 
Patients labouring under real cancerous — 
affections, -univerfally complain of what 
they term’a burning heat over the whole 
ulcerated furface; which, in general, it 
may be remarked, is the moft tormenting 
fymptom that attends the -diforder ; and — 
thofe fhooting lancinating pains, which 


were very diftrefling even in the more oc~ 
cult 
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cult flate of the complaint, become now a 
great deal more fo. des 

_ Thefe are the moft frequent fymptoms 
which attend an ulcerated cancer; but the 
appearances of fuch fores are fo various, 
| that it 1s almoift impoffible i in any defcrip- 
tion: to comprehend every one. When 
two, three, or more, however, of thofe we 
have enumerated, concur together in the 
fame ulcer, we may always be pretty cer- 

tain of its being of the cancerous kind. 
The fituation too of fuch fores, bguaah 
fome affiftance in the diagnofis: for tho’ 
cancers do no doubt occur in every part 
of the body, yet by far the greateft propor- 
tion happen, either evidently in the fub- 
{tance of one or more glands, or in thofe 
fituations where glands are known to be 
moft numerous. Thus fix times the num- 
ber of cancerous affections, we imagine, 
—occur in the lips and in the breafts of wo- — 
men, than i im all ae reft of the eb be- 
fides. | 
ai 
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“§ 2. Of the Pe of Cancerous eta me 


o Rv Amous sivertin tanbs er Been: men~_ 
| Bose by authors as tending to produce | 
_ cancer, and an equal number of remedies — 
have been recommended for the cure of it: _ 


But the little fuccefs which full attends our | 
treatment of the difeafe, fhows evidently, | 


that the ideas which have been adopted, 


and the remedies propofed, have been more — 
founded on theory alone than on practice _ 


3 ‘ 
ates See. 5 


and obfervation’; for there is no difeafe to 
which the ae frame is liable, that has 


baffled the power of art more than that : 


which we are now confidering. 


Although a thorough ‘acquaintance with ; 


the theory of the diforder might probably — 


throw fome light upon the method of cure; 


yet as any thing that has hitherto beer 4 
offered, or perhaps as yet difcovered upon — 


this fubje&t, feems to be merely fpecula- 


tive, and not fupported by experience, any 


account we could give of it here, would not 


prove either entertaining or inftru@tive.. 


Before going farther, however, it would 


3 ; | feem © 
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feem to be of confequence, to examine with 
accuracy the different. opinions of practi- 
tioners, with refpeét to cancers being a 
general diforder of the fyftem, or merely a 
local affection. Man | 
This is a point, we may remark, of rnd 
importance in practice: for if it were once 
eftablifhed, that cancers are originally lo- 
cal affections only,.no objection could then 
-be made to their cure by extirpation, as at 
prefent there is by many, who contend, 
that cancers, in every inftance, abalone 
originally from fome diforder in the gene- 
ral fyftem; and confequently, that their 
removal can never have any other effect 
than to make the difeafe again break out 
in the fame or in fome other part of the » 
- body. And this they are much confirmed 
in, from attending to the little fuccefs 
which is commonly derived from the ex- 
tirpation of cancers; the diforder, as is al- 
leged, generally returning, in by far the 
greate{t proportion of all that arecut. 
If this argument were founded in fa@, 
it would no doubt merit fome attention; 


though © 


— 
fod 
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though even in this cafe it ought not to 
be confidered as conclufive againft the 
| operation, as will hereafter more evidently 
appear. It will foon, however, be demon- 
ftrated, and. to many indeed is already 
known, that a much greater proportion 


than what we have mentioned, recover and. 
do well after the extirpation of cancers; 


and it is probably the fault of Stein 
or of patients, only, who generally delay 
the operation too long, that the number 
of thofe who recover is not much larger 
than hitherto it has ever been. 

It is of the more importance to have 
‘the point in queftion determined, as the 


only account of the fuccefs from extirpa= 


tion, which, till lately, has appeared in this 
country, gives fo bad a profpect of reco- 
very, that | make no-doubt of its having 
been the means of deterring many patients 
from undergeingatimely operation; which 


for cancerous complaints, is the only re= | 


medy to be depended on with witisly we 

are as yet acquainted. 
It is very probable, t00, that thc fame 
publica- 
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- publication, as coming from great auithos 
‘tity, has had no inconfiderable influence 


even with. practitioners, in making them 


“much more backward in undertaking the 
extirpation of cancers, than they otherwife 
probably would have been. 


~The publication alluded to, is ithe of ; 


the late juftly efteemed Dr ALex. Monro 
in Vol. V. of Edinburgh Medical Ef- 
- fays; where the Doctor fays, ‘Of near 
Si 2 Ray cancers which I have been prefent 

‘at the extirpation of, only four patients 

“ remained free of the difeafe at the end 
“ of two years: three of thefe lucky peo- 

“‘ ple had occult cancers in the breaft, and. 

reas 2 Jonni hadan ulcerated cancer on the 
66 lip.” 

The ee Likewife eee Ais ei 
“the few he had an opportunity of: feeing 
the difeafe relapfe i In, it was always more 
violent, and made a quicker progrefs, than 
it commonly did in others on whom no 


operation had. been performed... He there-- 


fore propofes by way of queftion, “* Whe- 
« ther ong cancerous tumors ia be ex- 
U * Gfpated 


- 
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a  turpated, or ought che rallbasiee method 
“ only to be followed when they cannot be ‘ 
“ refolved?” and upon the whole, he con- 
andes againft their extirpation, except in 
- fuch as are of the occult kind, in young 
healthy people, and that have been occa- 
fioned by bruifes or fome other external 
-caufes. ‘In all other cafes, the Doctor ob- 
ferves, it fhould be the patient’s earneft 
intreaty only, after the danger of a relapfe 
has been explained, that fhould make a 

furgeon undertake the operation. 
That Dr Monro, from obferving the di 
_eafe to return fo very frequently, fhould be 
of this opinion, is not in the leaft furpri- 
fing: and if no better fuccefs fhould, in 
general, be found to attend the extirpation _ 
of cancers, it would no doubt be an objec- 
tion to the practice; and this efpecially, if | 
all the cafes which relapfe fhould be found — 
to be attended with more inveterate and © 
more painful fymptoms, than they either 
_ ‘were previous to the operation, or than they 
probably ever would have been if the tu- 
--maors had not been extirpated. - yr 
. | But 
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But the experierice of many practi- 
tioners fince Dr Monro’s publication, has 
been attended with much greater fuccefs ; 
and one late publication upon the fubject, 
of which we fhall afterwards take notice, 
puts it beyond a doubt, that a much greater 
proportion have recovered from cancers by 
means of extirpation, than of thofe which 


were treated in the fame manner in the | 


courfe of his experience. It will not there- 
fore appear to be improper, to attempt to 
difcover the reafon of the Profeflor’s great 
want of fuccefs in fuch cafes, in compari~ 
fon with what others have met with: and 
this, it is pratima; will not be difficule 
to do. ! 9 ag 
It may, I shinies be ndckghsiedsa as certain, 
that the fooner cancerous cafes are opera- 
ted upon after their appearance, the greater 
is the chance of the extirpation’ 8 proving 
effetual, and vice verfa, Nowy, it is ex~ 
—ceedingly probable, that the high rank 
which Dr: Monro bore in his profeflion, 
both as an anatomift and. furgeon, would 
be ah means of his being applied to for 
13 a more 


é 
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more bad and old cafes of cancer, as well 


as of other-complaints, than perhaps any 


other practitioner of his time. Patients — 


in the country, with flight cafes of cancer, 
have them generally taken off by their own 
furgeons: but whenever they become of 
a more inveterate nature, by long ftand- 
ing or otherwife, patients always refort to 
a town; to the capital, when they can 
conveniently do fo; and there the moft 
eminent in his profeflion is naturally. ap- 
plied to. This being the cafe, it is not 


furprifing that very little fuccefs attended : 
many of the operations performed in fuch 


cancerous cafes as occurred to Dr Monro. 
From the caufe we have mentioned, a 
great proportion of thefe would be of the 


worft kind; fo that we need not wonder 

either at the bad fuccefs of any operations — 
‘which were advifed, or at the opinion 
which the Doétor afterwards. pete on 


the fabject: + apie Pige a 
Such okubsubehiink ne: as thofe we 


have reprefented, ic is probable, for the 


reafons alleged, would moft frequently 
occur 
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occur in Dr~Monro’s private practice ; 
and in his attendance on the’ Infirmary, 
he would, in general, meet with very fi- 
milar ones. For, in every hofpital, it 1s 
commonly the wortt cafes chiefly that are 
to be met with; as, before application is 
made there, private furgeons are always 
confulted, who, when an operation is to 
take place, if th@®cafe does not appear to 
be defperate, and if any reputation is 
likely to be got from it, generally retain 
the patient under their own management. 
‘And, on the contrary, when the difeafe is 
evidently of an inveterate nature, and 
when an operation therefore would pro-, 
bably be attended with much rifk, the 
patient is always recommended to a public 
hofpital. So that no fair judgment, from 
‘the refult of fuch experience, in cancerous’ 
cafes efpeciall¥, can ever be formed, unlefs 
at the fame time thefe-different circum- 
ftances be properly attended soe and due 

-allowance be made for them, » 
This, in my opinion, is the only sty in 
which the great want of fuccefs which at- 
hs ' tended 


- 


tended the extirpation of cancers in the 
courfe of Dr Monro’s experience, can be 


‘properly accounted: for; and it explains it, 


I think, in a very fatisfactory manner: fo 
that all the conclufion which can be drawn 
from this part of the above-mentioned 
paper is, that there is very little chance 
of fuccefs from extirpation in the more 
advanced ftates of canc®f; a circumftance 
which ought, therefore, to make us have | 
yecourfe to that operation in the earlieft 
{tages of the difeafe, when in general there 
would not, probably, be much chance of 
its frequently failing. 

Such’ expectations will probably,» by. 
many, be confidered as by much too fan= 
guine; and they no doubt would be fo, | 
if the fuccefs which in general attends the 
operation, was all that could be attained: 
but its proving, for the moft part, fo un- 
fuccefsful, fhould by no means be im- 
puted either to the nature of the difeafe, 
or to the fault of the remedy ; but entirely 
to its being, in by much the greateft num= 
ber of cafes, ioe too. bie till the fy- 


often, 
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{tem has become fo much infected, that 
we fhould rather wonder at the operation's 
facceeding fo frequently, as it is, even in 
the general courte of practice, found to. 
do. i vO ae 

In don of the opinion we have 
endeavoured to fupport, it is not thought. 
improper here to introduce a very fhort 
abftract from a late publication on cancers 
formerly alluded to, by the late Mr James 
Hill, an eminent furgeon in Dumfries, 
who, in the courfe of a very extenfive 
practice, had more experience in cancerous 
cafes than often falls to the fhare of one 
man: So that to fuch as have not yet per- 
ufed Mr Hill’s book, it will not probably 
appear to be fuperfluous that we fhould in- 
fert here a fhort extract from his obferva- 
tions on thefe complaints. __ 

In the year'1772, the date of ane anh 
lication, Mr Hill had extirpated from 
different parts of the body, eighty-eight 
genuine cancers, which were all ulcerated 
except four; -and all the patients, except 
two, recovered of the operation, _- . 

U4 | Of 
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Of the firft forty-five cafes, only one 
proved unfuccefsful; in three more, the 
cancer broke out again in different parts ; 
and in a fifth, there were threatenings of 
fome tumors at a diftance from the ori- 
ginal ‘difeafe. ‘Thefe tumors, however, | 
did not appear. till three years after iia 
operation, and the woman was carried off 
by a fever before they had made any pro- 
grefs. All the reft of the forty-five con-— 
tinued well as long as they lived; /or are « 
fo, lays Mr Hill, at this day. One of them 
furvived the operation above thirty years; 


and fifteen were then alive, although | the . ; 


laft. of them was cured in March 176 pie 
_ Of the next thirty-three, one lived. only’ 
four months; and /in five more the cancer © 


broke out afrefh, after having been once’ 


healed... The. reafon why, out of forty-five » 
cafes, only four or five proved unfuccefs- 
si: and fix out of. si ecaapalak was as. abt | 
hogs The elie censadeis face Ls met atta a 

“continues our author, “ made cancerous | 

patients refort to me Get all corners of 
Pre ie the 


} .u 
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| the: country, feveral of whom, after delay~ 
ing till there ‘was little probability of a 
cure by extirpation or any other means, 
forced me to perform the operation con- 
trary both to my: ag na ee 
Portier 
Upona ri in April I 964, ee with 
a view to publication, the numbers f{tood 
thus: Total cured of different ages from | 
eighty downwards, fixty-three; of whom 
there were then living in‘all thirty-nine. 
_ In twenty-eight of that number the opera- 
tion had been performed more than two 
years before, and in eleven it had been 
done in the courfe of the two lat years. 
“So that, upon the whole, after a courfe 
of thirty years practice, thirty-nine of 
fixty-three patients were alive and found; 
which gives Mr Hill occafion to. obferve, 
that the different patients lived’ as long 
~after the extirpation of the cancers, as, 
according to the’ bills of mortality, they | 
‘ would have done, had they never. had any 
cancers, or undergone any operation. Bits, 
“The remaining twenty five, which’com- 
eee 
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pletes the eighty-eight, were cured fince _ 
the year 1764. Twenty-two of thefe had. 
been cured, at leaft, two years; and fome 
of them, it may be remarked, were feven-. 
ty years, and one ninety years old. ) 
In the year 1770, the fum of the whole _ 
ftood thus. Of eighty-eight cancers, ex- 
~ tirpated at leaft two years before; not 
cured, two; broke out afrefh, nine; threat- 
ened with a relapfe, one; in all twelve, 
which is lefs than a feventh part of the. 
whole number. At that time there were 
about forty patients alive and found, whofe 
cancers had been extirpated above two 
years before, | a 
I have been the more vanities in gis” 
ving this account of Mr Hill’s fuccefs in 
cancerous cafes, as it is the lateft, and per- — 
haps the moft confiderable, even in point 
of number, that the public was ever fa- 
voured with: and I am the more readily | 
induced to it, from having been prefent at 
a confiderable number of the operations ; 
and from knowing that no fallacy or mif- 
take could occur in the relation, Mr Hill 
: having | 
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having been fo exact, as to keep a regifter 
ef every cafe of much importance = 
cameiunder his management. | ph 

From thefe and many other authenti- - 
cated facts, which if neceflary might be 
adduced, of the fuccefs attending the extir-_ 
- pation of cancers, there is, it is prefumed, 
very great reafon for confidering this dif- 
_ eafe, in general, as a local complaint, not 
originally connected with any diforder of 
the fyftem ; and that a general cancerous 
taint feldom, or perhaps never, occurs, 
but in confequence of the cancerous virus 
being abforbed into the conftitution from 
fome local affection. This, in every cafe 
of real cancer, or rather in fuch {cirrhofities 
as from their nature are known generally 
to terminate in cancer, fhould certainly 
determine us to have recourfe to extirpa~ 
tion as early as poflible; and if this was 
done foon after the appearance of fuch 
_ affections, or before the formation of mat- 
ter takes place, their return, as was already 
_ obferved, would hi 2 bea — rare 
occurrence, . ai 
The 


4 
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The particular ‘nature of the cancerous 
virus, | do not pretend to know; nor will 
it perhaps be ever difcovered: but it is. 
not unreafonable to fuppofe, that external 


@ accidents: merely may produee fuch an 


effe@ upon particular parts, as to induce’ 
the formation of a matter, even as acrid as. 
sive df ‘cancers appears to be) ferry wow 

- Thus we have daily inftances in: which 
vitiated fores produce very acrid and even 
corrofive matters, which, from ‘what we 
have already remarked in fome of the pre- 
ceding fections, could not probably have 


exifted previoufly’in the blood: And, if 
that is the cafe, why may not fome pecu= 


liar affection of a part contribute to the 
formation of a ‘cancerous matter? The 
one may be conceived, @ friorz, juftas pro= 


- bably to occur as the other; and it does, 


we apprehend, as certainly happen.) 
The ordinary fituation of cancers, too, 
may in fome meafure account for the dif- 
charge afforded by them being even of a 
more acrid and virulent nature, than that of | 
any other kind of ulcers. For as they are in | 
general - 
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general feated in the glands, which are 
known, evenin much morefimpleaffections, 
never to produce good matter, itis not at all 
improbable, but, by fome peculiar irrita~- 
tion applied to-a gland, fuch a difpofition — 
in it may be induced, as to caufe the for- 
mation of the worft and moft inveterate 
of all matters, namely, the cancerous : 
Which being allowed to remain, and ab- 
forption to take place, the whole fyftem 
comes, in courfe of time, to be as it were fa- 
_turated with it; and, thus a general affed- 
tion, or what may be termed the Cancerous 
7 Diathelis, i is at length produced, from whet | 
at firft was only a local ulcer. ii. 
- We have thus endeavoured to ees 
4 one by an external accident merely, can- 
cer may be produced, without having re- 
courfe to the fuppofition of any internal. 
affection. .But, fay thofe who affert that 
the lattér in fuch cafes always takes place, 
“ Although external violence does fome- 
times feemingly end in cancer; yet that 
diforder would never be produced in this 
‘manner, unlefs a predifpofition ta fuch 
SS a 4 ey ..com= 


| ae 
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complaints fubfifted in the habit at the 
‘fame time; and befides, although cancers 
do, from that circumftance, on fome oc= 
cafions, fucceed to external accidents, yet 
by far the greateft’number of cancerous 
diforders occur without the intervention 
of any feeming violence whatever.” | 
That this is the cafe, will not by any 
practitioner be denied: but it may, how- 
ever, be explained upon very different 
principles from what it commonly has 
been; and in a manner, too, that will 
rather tend to confirm the opinion of 
cancers proceeding, i in cinavieh sein a Jocal 
valreChion ) pe ees el 
In by much the stead rishi Bets of 
cancerous cafes, as we have already obfer= 
ved, the glands appear evidently to be the 
feat of the difeafe: which renders it pro= 
bable, that, in all, they are the parts ori= 
ginally affeCted ; and that the neighbour- 
‘ing foft parts come only to fuffer in con+_ 
fequence of their vicinity to thefe: or per-. 
haps, in fome few cafes, cancerous ulcers 
may break out in parts not glandular, 
| from 
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from the whole fyftem being much in- 
fected by the abforption of difeafed matter 
from the long continuance of a cancerous 
gland in any one part. | 
This being the cafe, we may very “ae 
conceive how fingle glands may frequently 
become affected, without any evident ex- 
ternal caufe intervening: for the circula- 
tion in the glands, being carried on by a 
- fet of veflels much more minute than thofe 
with which other parts of the body are 
fupplied, obftru€tions will much more 
readily and eafily occur in them than in 
other parts; anda gland being once ob- 
- Rtructed, the ftimulus and irritation there- 
by occafioned, may, it is probable, have 
nearly the fame effects, and be attended 
with the fame confequences, as are com- 
monly sactalinpsbe from a blow or a 
 bruife.. ; 
In this manner, too, may be accounted 
for, without having recourfe to any pecu~ 
_. liar cancerous difpofition i in the fyftem, all 
' thofe cafes of cancer that occur from the 
_ improper management of impofthumes in 
4 re Ne ae Fete 
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the breatts of nurfes and of lying-in wo- - 


_ men; as likewife thofe which fo. frequent- 


oly happen to women about that period at 


which the menfes leave them; and alfo fuch 
as fometimes fucceed to fevers and other 


ie diforders, and of which. they feem, a agit 


e 


were, to be the terminations, 9 © 9") 594 
- In every affection originating Fist any 

of thefe caufes, ‘there i is always a deter- 

mination of blood, or of fome. other 


fluid, to the affefted part: which, when it s 
happens. to be the cellular fubftance, an — 


ab{cefs is produced ; when to the pleura, — 


to the membranes of the eye, or any fuch ~ 


parts as from their firmnefs of texture do. 


~ not favour the extravafation of fluids, vio- 


lent inflammations are the confequence; 


and, when the fubftance of a gland hap- 
‘pens to be the part a determination i is made 


to, it being neither, as is found from ex- 


perience, fo proper as the cellular mem= © 


brane for the formation cf pus, nor from | : 
its foftnefs fo fufceptible of . inflammation mm 
as a membrane, an indolent hard {welling 


called Scirrhus, comes , merely by the ob- 


{truce + 
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ftruction and diftention of its different 
veflels, very naturally to be produced, 
Anda tumor of this kind having once 
taken place, it generally remains for fome 
time in its original indolent {tate, till 
by increafe of bulk, or perhaps from 
external violence, an irritation fufficient 
to excite fome confiderable degree of in- 
flammation is applied; which, from the 
nature of the affected part, not being able 
to produce fuppuration, generally at laft 
terminates in what we call Cancer, as in 
other foft parts of the: body it would in 
gangrene, if not previoufly refolved or 
kl to fuppuration. | 
_. This objetion, therefore, of cancers ap- 
pearing more frequently without than with 
the intervention of any external accident, 
does not, when properly examined into, 
appear to be of any importance: and from 
the whole of what has been faid, this con- 
clufion, I think, may be drawn, ‘That can- 
cers, in very few inftances, perhaps in 
mone, ever arife from a general affetion of - 


the fy{tem ; but, on the contrary, are, ar 
“2 os their 
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their firft appearance, almoft one local 
affections only. Beate 

Such a conclufion, were we babe ac- 
-quainted with the nature of the diforder 
than as yet we are, would, it is probable, 


appear to be founded in fact. The rea- 


fons for adopting it appear to be ftronger 
than any that have been adduced in fup- 


port of the contrary opinion; And, at apy” 


rate, its being admitted can never prove 


{o detrimental to mankind, as if the con- 


trary opinion was univerfally to prevail ; 
which, by having the effect of preventing 
patients with cancerous diforders from ha- 
ving recourfe to extirpation, would, as long 


as it prevailed, be always the means of 


their neglecting the only remedy which, 


fo far. as we Know, ought ever to be 


trufted.. 


With refpect to that Sipenteniiantel taken 


notice of in the paper lately quoted from 


Dr Monro, of cancerous diforders being — 


always more violent and making a quicker 
progrefs upon returning after extirpation, 
than in patients on whom no operation had 


been a 
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been performed, this may in fome inftan- 
ces be the cafe; but I know from experi- 
ence, that itis not always fo: andalthough 
at fhould in reality be found to be fo on 
many occafions, yet {till itis no valid ob- 
jection to the practice of extirpation; and 
would appear only to be an additional rea~ 
fon for having recourfe to the operation at 
an early period of the difeafe, in order to 
guard as much as poftible again{t the re, 
fibility of areturn. — hy 


§ age Of the T ah af Cancerous Diforders. 


From all that has been hitherto faid, it 
is evident, that very little is to be expected 
an the treatment of cancerous diforders 

from internal medicines: Nor are external 
applications, farther than with a view to 
palliate particular fymptoms, ever to be 
depended on. | 
A great many remedies have at diteseae 
_tames been recommended to the public as 
cures for cancer: but none, it is probable, 
"was ever more depended. on than cicuta ; 3 
a a remedy, however, which, in this coun- 
x2 try, 


\ 
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try, has by no means anfwered the expecta- 
tions that were formed of it. © 

Its want of efficacy, indeed, ab how 
proved fo univerfal, that there feems little 
occafion here to fay any thing with repect 
to it; I fhall only juft obferve, therefore, 
that although, in’a_ great number of in- 
ftances, I have known, it exhibited with 
all the attention to its preparation that 
could poflibly be given; yet, in real can- — 
cers, I never knew it, nor indeed any other 7 
remedy, produce a cure. 


In fimple cafes of fadhiraced glands, [ 
“have frequently, indeed, known the ufe of © 
cicuta attended with very good. effects 5 
and in the advanced ftages of cancer, when 
excifion was determined. againtt, I. have, 
on different occafions, feen it ufeful, both 
by relieving pain, and by procuring from 
the fores a better and Jefs acrid difcharge 
than could otherwife be obtained. But 
whenever there is no valid objection to it, — 
the extirpation of a cancer, as being the 


_moft- certain remedy, is that which we. 
« * “ / fhould a 
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fhould have recourfe to as won almoft as 
the difeafe is difcovered. 

: With refpeat to the mode of Sperktiine 
in extirpating cancerous affections, very 
fullinformation may be obtained from the 
feveral fyftematic writers on furgery : it 
may not be improper, however, in this 
place, to introduce a few general obferva- 
tions on the fubje@. And, — 

1. The removal of cancerous diforders, 
even in the flighteft and moft trivial cafes, 
fhould be always effected with the {calpek 
in preference to cauftic} the ufe of which, 
though formerly much ane aeenber™ by 
fome authors, and ftill by fome pradti- 
-tioners adhered to, ought, for very obvious 
reafons, to be entirely laid afide. 

The irritation generally occafioned by 
every application of the cauftic kind, to- 
“gether with the pain and inflammation 
~ which commonly enfue, are, in cancerous 
cafes efpecially, very ftrong objeétions a- 
 gainft their ever being ufed. Plunket’s re- 
_ medy, whichis evidently of a cauftic nature, - 
and which we have muchrreafon to think 

m3 confifts 
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confifts chiefly of arfenic, has, no doubt, 


like every other medical fecret, béen great-_ 
ly extolled ;. but it is not probable, if the 


_ different re it has been ufed in were all . 


fairly examined into, that it would: be 
found to have ever produced any advan- 


tages which might not more {péedily, and > 
with mofe certainty, have been obtained 


‘from the fcalpélep'ypaet > : 

2. In whatever part of the: ‘bidy the 
diforder is fituated, every part that has 
the leaft appearance of difeafe fhould be 
always taken off; and ify even in the courfe 
of the fubfequent dreflings, any Cancerous 
portions. may appear to have been left, 
thefe fhould allo be dire&tly extirpated, 


otherwife the diforder will juft as cer-_ 


tainly retarn as ifno part of it had been 
removed; and, from want of proper at» 


tention to this circumftance, the want of — 


fuccefs in this operation, I have no. doubt, 
may, on many occafions, have arifen. E+ 
ven every indurated gland which appears 
in the neighbourhood of a cancerous fore, 
fhould jut as certainly be taken away. as 

the 


{ 
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the ulcer itfelf; for if it be allowed to re 
main, there will feldom be much chance 
of fuccefs from the operation, 
When the complaint is feated in the 
breatt, although perhaps part of the mam- 
ma only may be affected, the whole of it 
fhould be always taken off: for leaving 
part of it is not only attended with no ad- 
vantage, but proves afterwards, as I have 
often feen, very inconvenient to the pa- 
tient. seit ie ‘ 
~ Although 1 It is al wane proper, however, 
to extirpate every part that is really dif- 
eafed, none of the external tegumenrits 
fhould be ever unneceflarily deftroyed, nor: 
fhould more of them be taken away than - 
is altogether requifite: for the fmaller the 
cicatrix that remains after the part is cured, 
the lefs will be ‘the confequent irritation ; 
and perhaps from this circumftance, too, 
the chance of the difeafe went ius may 
be in fome meafure leflened. oe 
At leaft, in the Infirmary he this phe 
much greater fuccefs has of late attended | 
the extirpation of cancerous lips, than was 
x 4 ever 
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ever formerly experienced ; ; and the only 
evident reafon for it is, that during. that 


period, in the greateft number of cafes, 
the operation has been performed in’ the 
manner commonly practifed for the cure 
of the hare-lip. Whereby not only a very 


narrow cicatrix is left, but the deformity 


attending it is very inconfiderable: and 


another very agreeable circumftance to the. 


patient, is, that he can always retain his 


{pittle, or any other liquid, juft as well’ 


‘as before the operation; which never can 


be the cafe when any confiderable portion 
of the under-lip has been extirpated in the. 


ordinary manner. | ic Mp 
It is proper in this place to obferve;, too, 
that very extenfive cancers in thefe parts 


admit of being treated in this manner; for 


the hp being compofed of parts which 
yield very confiderably, it cannot, but 


from experience, be imagined, how far “ 
they may be brought to ftretch. In fome 


‘inftances, where more than the half of the 
under-lip was taken away, | have brought 
i" os ‘epee panei 


= 
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the-remaining parts to ftretch fo far, as to 


admit of a cure being effected:in the hare- 


lip form, and with very little deformity 
being produced. And, in the fame man- 
ner, in cancers of the mamma, when the 


external teguments are not wholly difeafed, 
fo much of them may, in general, be pre-. 


ferved, as will be fufficient for covering 
a great part of the wound occafioned’ by 
the operation; a circumftance which al- 
ways renders the cure both more quick and. 
more certain than it otherwife would be. | 

When the fkin and teguments which 
have been preferved, can be retained. in 
their fituation by the proper application 
either of the uniting bandage, or of pieces 
of adhefive plafter, it ought always to. be 
done; but in general it anfwers better to 
fecure any loofe portions of the parts which 


have been divided, by means either of the 


. interrupted. or twifted futures. The dif- 
ference of pain produced by this method 


is inconfiderable; and we are always more ii 
certain of fecuring the {kin by ligatures, 


than by any other means, bag tiie ate 
In 
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In the ordinary method of extirpating 


cancerous breafts, a very extenfive fore is 


always left: by the retraétion of the divid- 


ed fkin it frequently appears to be ar'leatft 


‘twice the fize of the diameter of the tumor 


newly removed; by this means’a very co- 
pious’ fuppuration takes place, which in 


prejudicial; a cure is tedious in accom- 


plifhing; and the cicatrix which remains | 


being of a confiderable extent, the parts 
are afterwards very lable to injuries. In- 


weakly conftitutions proves always very P 


ftead of this, no more fkin fheuld be re- 


moved than is really difeafed; and if a 


fimple incifion be afterwards made thro’ 


the fkin and cellular fubitance along the 


courfe of the fwelling, all the found tegu= 


ments which cover it may thus be fepara-+ 
ted fron it; and on the tumor being extir- 
pated, and the teguments being again re- 
placed, they may be retained in their fitu- 
ation in the manner we have mentioned, 


either by. ligatures, by the uniting bandage, | 


or by the affiftance of adhefive plafters. In 
this manner I have on different occafions 
accomplifhed 


/ 
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accomplifhed the cure of fores remaining 
after the extirpation ‘of cancerous breatfts, 
in the {pace of three weeks or a month; 
which, in the ufual method of er forteilee 
this operation, would not have healed in 
lefs than eight or ten weeks, 

3. After all the cancerous parts have 
been removed, if the fore cannot be en- 
tirely covered by fuch portions of the fkin 
as have been faved, and if any confiderable 
quantity of. blood is difcharged by the 
f{maller vellels, the remaining wound fhould 
be drefled. in the ufual manner with dry 
lint; but when this does not happen, no 
dreffing anfwers fo well as pledgits of one 
or other of the mild ointments we have al-+ 
ready recommended: and when the dref- 


fings can be eafily removed, by a free fup-- 


° ° ; ; 5 i ip 
puration coming on, the fore being now in 
aftate exactly fimilarto afimple ulcer from 
any other caufe, is to be treated accord~ 


ingly, anda cure to be ah omoted as hoe 
as poffible: . a ye - 


. 4, But fome little tine aleirs the fore 


heals up, an iffue fhould be introduced, 
fo as that it may come to difcharge freely 
before 
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before the cicatrix is quite formed. This, 
when the complaint has been. of} long 
ih 
{tanding, is particularly requifite; as alfo, 
when it feems to have been occafioned by 


any particular determination, in confe- 
quence of a redundancy of Sass in the 


fyftem, either from fupprefled menfes, or 


from any other caufe. And in this way I. 


have no doubt but an iffue may be, and 

frequently has been, a means of preventing 

the return of cancers after extirpation. — 
It has been fometimes advifed, as the 


bett method of forming fuch a drain, to — , 
keep the part open from whence a cance=- 


rous tumor has been extirpated... I fhould 
itrongly fufpeat, however, that the irrita= 
tion produced by an iflue, dire@ly upon 


the old feat of a cancer, might fometimes. 


do mifchief: and as all the advantages at- 
tending the practice are probably:to. be 
obtained from an iffue on whatever part it 
_is fituated, I would therefore always advife, 


Pi Pent the,fore itfelf fhould be immediately 


healed up; and that an iffue fhould be in- 
troduced, in the manner we have men- 
tioned, 
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tioned, in fome other convenient fitua- 
tion. After cancers of the breaft, it has 
been a frequent practice in the Royal In- 
firmary here, to put a feton into the fide, 
near to the original feat of the diforder; 
and as it has been thought to produce 
confiderable advantages, and as the fide is 
: perhaps as convenient a fituation for a 
‘drain as any other, it may therefore 29 al- 
ve: preferred. ° ih 
 'Thefe are the different circumftances, 
in general, to be attended to in the extir- 
pation of cancers; and as, from what has 
already been faid, the removal of the dif- 
eafed parts feems to be the only effectual 
remedy in every cafe of cancer, there aré 
very few circumftances only, which fhould 
ever prevent its being put in- practice: 
And thefe, in general, are, 
x. When, by a long continuance of the 
diforder, cancerous ulcers, and fcirrhous 
glands, have appeared in feveral different 
parts of the body, the removal of one, o Me 
_ even all of thefe, as it would not probably 
prove effectual, fo, in fuch tay 
| the 
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the operation, it is prefumed, ought not to 
be recommended. °°) @ ig. ae 

2. When a cancerous tumor adherés {6 
firmly to the parts beneath, that the whole 
of it cannot be removed, whilft at the fame 
time it might be dangerous to extirpate 


tt a ' 
oF 


i 


along with ic thofe parts with which it is 


connected, extirpation can neyer be ad- 
vifable. Thus cancers adhering to the tra= 
chea arteria, or to the coats of a large ar- 
tery, can never, without the ete jit 
be extirpated. 
One inftance of the rafbiels of a ie 


geon, in attempting an operation in fuch 


circum{tances, and which was attended 


with effects which proved immediately 
fatal, came within my own knowledge. In 
an attempt to cut out a large fcirrhous tu- 


mor feated upon, and lying immediately 


contiguous to, the femoral artery, ‘and fo 


high in the thigh that a tourniquet could - 


not be applied, the artery was unfortunate- 
sal opened, and the patient died wcities Ge 
or s hands, 
Bye the attachment of cancerous tu- 
a 2 . mors 


ee 
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-gnors to the circumjacent mufcles or ten~ 
dons, fhould never entirely prevent their 
extirpation; for confiderable. portions of 
thefe, it is well known, may, without 
much inconvenience, be taken away along 
with them. I have, on many occafions, 
been reduced to the neceflity of taking 
away-large portions of the pectoral mufcle 
along with cancerous tumors of the mam- 
ma, without. any inconvenience ie 
from rea ay | mime 

There is a paper upon cancers via the 


celebrated Monfieur le Cat of Rouen, in~- 


ferted in the firft volume of Memoirs of 
the Academy of Surgery at Paris; in 
which the author is clearly of opinicn, 
that extirpation is the only remedy to be 
_depended on, and advifes it in the moft 


defperate cafes. But on the fubjedt of © 


which we are now treating, he goes a 
much greater length than I could from 
experience venture to do: although, i 


dependently of the authority of richie iii. 
refpe€table author, and of the inftances he 
mentions of the fuccefs of his practice, I 


thi 


oS 
" . 


think there cannot be the leaft didnt ot 


its being better to follow his advice, than 
- to allow a patient, labouring under a can-— 
cer, to remain with the certain profpeét of | 
fuffering a miferable death, and without 
making trial of the only remedy which 
art can afford. For, however fixed a can- 
-cerous tumor may appear, if the parts to 
‘which it adheres, can without much danger 


be removed, and if the cafe is otherwife 
favourable, the operation ought undoubt~= 
edly to be always advifed*. 
This was my opinion feveral years ago, 
when the firft edition of this work was 
publifhed: Since that period, I have met 


with many inftances of very bad cancers, 


particularly of the mamma; in fome of 
which, attachments occurred to the peri- 
ofteum of the ribs; and in others, the dif- 
eafe was found ‘to extend to the corre- 
{ponding 


4 


tad Upon this fubje& M. le. Cat exprefles himfelf 
_ thus: “ L’adherence dun cancer aux mujfcles peéfer- 
aux, aux cotes meme, ne fera pas un excufe valable, fi 
ces mufcles fi-ces attaches de la tumeur aux cotes peu- 


vent etre emportes, de fagon qu'il ne refte, que de fain 


au- dela.” Loco citato. 
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{ponding clavicle, and frequently by a- 


chain of indurated glands to the very bot- 
tom of the arm-pit. Very few cafés, how= 
ever, have occurred, in which, by cautious 

diffection, the difeafed parts weré not to- 


tally extirpated ; and ineveryinftance where 


this was found to be practicable, much ad~ 
vantage was evidently derived from it: In 
moft of them, no return of the difeafe has 


been as yet experienced; and, even in thofe — 


which have relapfed, much relief has been 
- derived from the operation, by the pain and 
mifery of the patient having been for fome 
time removed by it; whilft in no inftance, 
were the fyimptoms which enfued from a 
‘return of the difeafe, more fevere, than 
thofe’ to which the patient had been liable 
_before any operation was advifed. 

3. But, an operation can never be ad- 


vifable, where the difeafed parts are fo 


- fitmated as to prevent their being totally 
_ extirpated; as is the cafe in cancers of the 
uterus, of the liver, rectum, &c. 


When, from the exiftence of one or all a 


of thefe caufes, a cancer cannot with pro- 


XY priety 
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priety be extirpated, the next confidera- 


. 
tion is, to palliate the different fymptoms, 


fo that the difeafe may be rendered as to- 


lerable to the patient as poflible. 


As, for this purpofe, the great obje@ to 


be Kept 3 in view, is the abatement or pre- 


vention of pain, nothing fhould be either 
-exhibited internally, or applied outwardly, 
that can have the leaft effect in raifing ir- 


ritation or inflammation. - So that, for 


diet, the lighteft vegetables and milk fhould 
be preferred to every thing elfe; no ani-" 
‘mal food fhould’ be allowed, nor fpirits, 
“wine, or any fermented liquors ; ; all violent 


exercife, and whatever, in fhort, can heat, 


or as it is termed inflame, the blood, fhould | 


be carefully avoided. 
The fetor attending cancerous tilechiy be- 


ing commonly very difagreeable, and the 


matter afforded by them being ufually 
very thin and acrid, it becomes always a 


-confideration of importance to have thefe 


circumftances changed, and a difcharge of 
a better nature induced. In this view, hem- 


jock frequently proves ferviceable, both as 


an 
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an internal medicine and as an external ap- 
plication. For internal ufe; there are two 
preparations of |the remedy commonly 
ufed ; the powder, and the extract: But as 
the former, when properly prepared, feems 
to pollefs all the virtues of the latter, and 
as it 1s not lable te fo many accidents in 
the preparation, it fhould for that reafon 
be in general preferred. The extent of 
the dofe, and number of repetitions, can 
_ never be determined but by trial; fome 
patients being able to bear three times the 
quantity that others can admit of: fo that 
thefe circumftances muft always be regu- 
lated by the ftrength of the patient, and 
by the ftate of the ftomach at the time. 
_ When recent hemlock can be procured, 
a qantity of the juice being mixed with, 
the common emollient poultice, makes a 
very convenient and effectual application 
for cancerous fores; and in the winter- 
feafon, when the juice cannot be obtained, 
‘the dry powder made into a poultice 3 Lainie, 
the fame manner, anfwers the purpofe t tom p 
lerably well. 


i 
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_ The external ufe of cicuta proves gene= 
rally more expeditious than its internal ex= 
hibition, in procuring a difcharge of good 
matter; and, in this refpect, it commonly 
proves more effectual too, even than the _ 
carrot- poultice, fo much recommended for 
this purpofe in different kinds of fores. 

A good difcharge being once obtained, 
the common unguentum cereum is the 
mildeft and moft fimple application that 
can be ufed; and the parts fhould be 
dreffed with it more or lefs frequently, as 
the difcharge is more or lefs copious: But 
the feveral dreflings fhould be performed fo 
quickly as to prevent as much as poflible 
the admiffion of the air, which in every 
ulcer, but more efpecially in the cancerous, 

always produces difagreeable effects, both 
in caufing irritation, and in vitiating the 
nature of the difcharge. : | 

The violent fhooting pains which prove. 
always fo tormenting in cancerous cafes, 

_» are frequently moderated by a continued 
—»  ufe of cicuta; but when this effet is not 
obtained from it, it becomes neceflary to 
veg | | . have 


i % - 
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have recourfe to autdde in large dofes, 
which ought to be repeated at fuch inter- 
vals as the violence and returns of the pain 
may indicate. Thefe pains, too, are fome- 
times relieved by the ufe oe warm emol- 
~ ent fomentations. 

‘By a proper attention to the different 
circumftances we have taken notice of, 
particularly to the prefervation of a well- 
conditioned difcharge, and by a well-timed 
ufe of opiates, very bad cafes of cancer 
may be fometimes fo far palliated, as to 
render them, in fome meafure, tolerable; 
though never to fuch a degree as ta pre- 
vent the fufferers from regretting daily 
their not having, in due ra had recourfe 
to Extirpation. 


Various remedies have at different times _ 
been propofed for the cure of cancers, of 


which, in the courfe of this treatife, we 
have taken little or no notice. Of thefe 
the Cicuta which we have juft now fpo- 


ken of, Belladona, and different prepara~ — 
tions of arfenic, have been moft frequently 


employed, But although the Cicuta, as 


8 we 
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we have faid above, has, in fome inftan= 


ces, been a means of producing a good dif- 
charge from cancerous fores, yet neither 
this nor either of the others have ever, fo 


far as I know, produced any permanent 
advantages in cafes of real cancer.—We 
have heard of arfenic proving ufeful. in 
" €ancers, not only as an external application, 
_ but as an internal remedy : but although 
I have employed it in’a variety of cafes, 


the réfult of thefe trials has never proved 
in any degree adequate to the accounts 
which have been given of it. 

in a late publication on cancerous difor- 
ders by Mr Juftamond of London, we find 
an €{charotic application muchrecommend= 
ed. Itwas long employed in Viennaand other 


parts of Germany; and as Mr Juftamond, 
whofe experience in cancerous difeafes has. 


been extenfive, {peaks favourably of it, it 
therefore merits the attention of praCtition- 
ers: Although I have ufed it, however, in 


_ different cafes, I have not as yet obferved 
_ any real advantages to enfue from it; but 


as no remedy fhould be haftily rejected, 
“which 
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which has been recommended by an au- 
thor of reputation, I am refolved to give ita 


fair and impartial trial. This application 


is a compofition of fteel:and fal ammoniac 
infufed in fpirit of wine, with a certain 
proportion of oil of tartar and fpirit of vi- 


tricl, The edges of cancerous fores, as 


well as the hard tumors or excrefcences 
which frequently occur in ulcers of this 
kind, are by Mr Juftamond’s method kept 
conftantly moift with this liquid; and du- 
ring the ufe of it, he likewife recommends 
an internal ufe of fteel and fal ammoniac 
in the form of flores martiales. 

In other fpecies of ulcers attended with 
a difcharge of thin fetid matter, and in 
which tonic remedies feem to be indicated, 


_T have in different inftances ufed the flores: 


martiales with advantage ; but, as I have 
already obferved, neither this, nor any 
other medicine, has ever, in the courfe of 
my experience, produced any material be- 
nefit in cafes of cancer. x 
The flores martiales, may be given A 


in the form of pills, or in powders. Ic 


8 Y 4 feldom 


- aré commonly employed. —The firft dofes . j 
_ fhould not exceed twelve or fifteen grains; 
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| feldom produces ficknefs, and may heres 


fore be given in much larger dofes than 


but they may be increafed, in a gradual 
manner, to half a drachm or more, to be 
repeated three, four, or five times daily. 
In every cafe where f{teel medicines are 
found to be proper, the flores martiales, by 
conveying the remedy in a _very fubiile 
form, is perhaps’ preferable to any | other 
PISBREAHOR of-it™, i 
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*'To fuch as- have not an opportunity of perufing 
Mr Juftamond’s treatife upon this fubject, it may 
prove acceptable to have the prefcription for the lis 


quid which he recommends fo warmly as an ‘applica-_ a 
tion in cancerous affections. It is as follows. 


R, Ramentor. ferri lotor. et. fupra ignem in vate 
aperto ficcatorum & minutifiimé contuforum,  falis 
armoniaci in. pulverani redacti; 44 unc, iv. Mixta den- 
‘tur in retortam terream optime in fundo et circum- 
ferentia lege artis minutam, imponatur hac capella, 
admoveatur vas vitreum recipiens, quod. bene lutetur : 
detur i ignis in gradu digeftionis; & dum retorta cale- 
‘fer i incipit, augeatur fueceflive ad fublimationis, fi- 
Piraque fublimatione ad calcinationis, ‘gradum. — Hoe 
“aus | * facto 
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Obfervations on the Cutaneous Ulcer. 
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‘ 


Sr. General eens on Cutaneous Affections. 


HERE are few complaints, which 
are lefs underftood by practitioners, 
than the different diforders to which the 
{kin is liable, This, indeed, is in fome 
| mea- 


facto fucceflive detienritiont committatur retorta, et 
ex refrigerata fractaque accipiatur calcinatum in fundo 


- 


_ herens, caput mortuum teratur, et fubigatur minu- 


tifime in mortario lapideo; dein fubactum imponatur 
in vas vitreum, et affundantur {piritus vini rectifica= 


 tiflimi Empyteumaticum odorem non redolentis Ib. 4. 


Agitentur fepius primis o¢to horis: poft viginti qua- 
re aide agitatis denuo inftilletur tribus quatuorve 
. “anter= 
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meafure the cafe, both with refpe& to. fiche 
as are attended with fever, and thofe that 


are not: it is, however, more efpecially fo 


with the latter, which, only are to be here 
taken notice of; thofe of the exanthema- 


tous kind, as they are termed, belonging _ 2 


more properly to the province of medicine, 
The appearances of fuch complaints are. 


fo various, and the defcriptions given of 


them by different authors are fo confufed 
and 
interftitiis obfervatis, acerrimi, ut vulgo vocatur, olei 
vitrioli nigri unc. i.—ad quamvis inftillationem femper 
mixta agitando; deinde in quiete permittantur per vi- 
ginti quatuor horas, his elapfis decantetur tinétura, 
refiduo vero in fundo affundantur prioris {piritus vini 
ib. ij. Agitentur iterum pluries, dein extra@tio de novo. 
relinquatur per viginti quatuor horas; his tranfadtis - 


inftilletur iterum, ut prius, olei vitrioli fupradiQi 


unc. i. Effervefcentia finita vero infundantur {piritus | 
tartari fimplicis unc. iv. Agitentur, et finita agitatione 
aliquoties repetita relinquantur in vafe per viginti qua- 
tuor horas; his elapfis fecunda hec folutio mifceatur 
priori decantate et optime fimul agitentur, tunc parata 
eft ad ufum Panacka NOSTRA ANTI-CANCROSA. 

‘This was originally publithed by Dr Francis Kaverius 
_ de Mare, in a treatife which he publifhed fome years 
ago at Vienna.—He had long kept this liquid a fecret, 
but at laft made it public in the year 1767. © 


\ 
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and intricate, that itis {carcely poffible, 


from the feveral writings on the fubjedt, to 


colle& any thing fatisfaQory. By diffe- 
rent writers, different names have been 
‘given to the fame appearances; many com- 


plaints of this kind are enumerated by old | 


writers, which are now never to be met 
with; and difeafes of a fimilar nature, 
though ftill, in fome refpedts, different, 
have been regularly defcribed by modern 
authors, which do not appear, in ancient 
times, to have been at all known. At is 
_ much to be wifhed, therefore, that, by fome 
able practitioner a thorough inveftigation 
of the fubjec&t was attempted, as there does 
mot appear to be any part of medicine 
more defective than that which relates to 
the hiftory and theory, as well as to the 
treatment, of cutaneous diforders. 


To give a particular detail of all the va~ 
rieties of thefe complaints, would of itfelf - 


require a pretty extenfive volume, and it 
would alfo be entirely foreign to our pur- 
pofe ; all that is here propofed, being to 
give 2 ‘ale general obfervations upon fuch 


erup= 


7 
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eruptions of this kind, as, when negledted 3 


or improperly treated, are apt to eb r ife 
to troublefome ulcers. — . 


A great many complaints of the eruptive — 


kind, have, by different authors, been 


defcribed under the term Herpes, from 4 


their being very apt to {pread, or to creep, 
as it were, from one part to another; and 
by this appellation have been aiieeiheas 

by late writers, feveral diforders which, 

though not entirely the fame, yet bear a 
confiderable refemblance to the lepra of 
the Greeks, and to the feveral fpecies of 


impetigo enumerated by Celfus. As none — 
of thefe, however, are now in their true 
form ever to be met with, at leaft in thefe 
climates, it 1s not here neceffary to enter ~ 


into a particular enumeration of them; and 
this more efpecially as very minute de- 


Ry 


icriptions of them can be found in many ~ 


of the old writers, and nothing new, it is 
probable, can now be offered on the fub- 
ject. | 


“$2. 
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6 2. Of the different Species of Herpes F 


THERE have commonly been compre- 
hended, it was remarked, under.the term 
Herpes, a variety of eruptive diforders: but 
many of the diftinctions in thefe are taken 
from, very trivial circumftances, and fuch 


as do not in any refpect influence the © 


treatment; and on examination it will be 
found, that all the varieties of importance 
may be comprehended i in the four follow- 
ing {pecies, viz. the Herpes Farinofus, Puf- 
 tulofus, Miliaris, and Exedens. 

The firft of thefe, viz. the Herpes Farino- 
fus, or what may be termed the Dry Tetter, 
is the moft fimple, both in its nature and 
treatment, of all the feveral fpecies. It ap- 
pears indifcriminately in different parts of 
the body; but moft commonly on the face, 


neck,. arms, and wrifts, in pretty broad 


{pots of exceeding fmall red pimples. Thefe 


are generally very itchy, though not other= 
_ wife troublefome: and after continuing a _ 
certain time, they at laft fall off in the form . 


of a white powder fimilar to fine bran, 
leaving 


ar 
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leaving the fkin below perfectly found; 
and again returning in the form of a ae: 


efforefcence, they fall off and are renewed _ 


as before. 


The fecond ise of the SY. Vize | 
the Herpes Puftulofus, appears in the form — 


of puftules, which originally are feparate 


and diftinét, but which afterwards run to-__ 


_ gether in clufters, At firft they feem to t 


contain nothing but a thin watery ferum, 
which afterwards turns yellow; and, ex- 


fuding over the whole furface of the part © 
affected, it at laft dries into a thick cruft — 


or fcab: When this falls off, the fkin be- 


low frequently appears entire, with only a ' 
flight degree of rednefg on its furface; but, 


on fome occafions, when the matter has 


probably been more acrid, upon the {cab 


falling off, the fkin is found flightly exco- 
riated, Eruptions of this kind appear moft — 


frequently on the face, behind the ears, ~ 


and on other parts of the head; and they : 


occur moft commonly in children. 
The third fpecies of Herpes, viz. the Mi- 


liaris, breaks out indifcrimately over the < 
- whole ‘ 
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whole body; but more frequently about 
the loins, breatt, perinzum, fcrotum, and 
inguina, than in other parts. It generally 
appears in clufters, though fometimes in 
diftincét rings or circles, of very minute 


pimples, which, from their refemblance 


to the millet feed, has given rife to the de- 
nomination of the fpecies. The pimples 
are at firft, though f{mall, perfectly fepa- 
rate; and contain nothing but a clear 
lymph, which, in the courfe of the difeafe, 
is excreted upon the furface, and there 
forms into fmall diftiné fcales: thefe at 
laft fall off, and leave a confiderable degree 
of inflammation below, ‘that ftill continues 
to exfude frefh matter,’ which likewife 
forms into cakes, and fo falls off as before. 
‘The itching in this fpecies of the com- 
plaint is always very troublefome; and the 
matter difcharged from the pimples is fo 
tough and vifcid, that every thing applied 
to the part, adheres in fuch a manner, as 
to occafion a great deal of trouble and 
~ uneafinefs on its being removed. 
The different {pecies of herpes are com- 
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monly, in England, diftinguifhed by the 


names of Tetter, Shingles, and Ringworm; 


but the laft is moft frequently applied to. 


the variety of the rai which we are 
now confidering. 
The Herpes pi sdeni fs called feces its 


deftroying or corroding the parts whichit 


attacks, appears commonly at firft in the 


form of feveral {mall painful ulcerations, all 


collected into larger fpots of different fizes 
and of various figures, with always more . 


or lefs of an eryfipelatous-like inflamma-~ 
tion. Thefe ulcerations difcharge large 
- quantities of a thin, fharp, ferous matter ; 


which fometimes forms into fmall crufts, 


that in a fhort time fall off; but moft fre- 


quently the difcharge is fo thin and acrid, 


as to {pread along the neighbouring parts, 


where it foon a the fame kind of ° 


fores. 

Though thefe excoriations or tilcers do 
not, in general, proceed farther than the 
cutis vera; yet fometimes the difcharge is 
fo very penetrating and corrofive, as to de- 
{troy the fkin, cellular fubftance, and, on 

| 3 fome 
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fomeoccafions, eventhemufcles themfeives. 
Ie is this fpecies of the diforder which 
fhould properly be termed the Depafcent or 
Phagedenic ulcer, from the great deftruc- 
tion of parts which it very frequently oc- 


cafions: but, by a piece of very greatim- 


propriety, ulcers of the herpetic kind have 
moft commonly been fuppofed to be con- 
nected with fcurvy; and have, therefore, 
by practitioners in general, been ufually 
diftinguifhed by the appellation of Scor- 
_butic. Whereas, there is nothing more 
certain, than that herpes is a complaint 
which is generally, if not always, connec- 
ted with that ftate of the fyftem, probably 
the moft oppofite of any to that which takes © 
place in true fcurvy, I mean the plethoric 
and inflammatory; whilft in feurvy a 
high degree of putrefeency is well known 
to conftitute the very exiftence of che dif= 
eafe. 
And befides, the real {corbutic sleet 
_ hereafter to be defcribed, exhibits appear-_ 
ances perfectly different from the diforder 
now under ‘confideration; infomuch that 
Zi # “there 
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there is fcarcely a poflibility of miftaking 
the. one for the other; and the remedies 
neceflary in the two difeafes are juft as 
oppofite as their feveral fymptoms and ap- 
pearances are different. teh 

This fpecies of herpes appears, at times; 


in every part of the body, but moft fre-— 


quently about the loins, where it often 
f{preads to fuch a degree as to furround the 
whole circumference of the waift. It feems 


to be eafily communicated by contagion, 
that is, by the application of the virus 
either through the intervention of clothes, — 


{poons, or other table utenfils. This is in- 


deed the cafe, in fome degree, with every 
fpecies of herpes; 1 have known inftances 


even of the firft or dry fpecies of the dif- 


order proving fo, which would not 2 priors 4 


be. fo. feadily fufpected. 


§ 3. Of: the Cure of the Cutaneous Uler. : 


It was already remarked, that, in the 


defcriptions given of thefe diforders, there 


is very little accuracy to be met with 
amongit authors. The fame confufion and 
ply 4 uncertainty 


A re 
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uncertainty bisaifg occur in the méthod 
of cure. | | 

It was ried tt i belter adi that 
eruptive difeafes of this nature could never 
appear but in confequence of fome general 
morbid affection of the fyftem; and ac- 


cordingly, a great variety of internal re- 


mediesihave been recommended by. almoft 
every author who has written uponthe fub- 
ject. Ithas even been commonly confidered 
as an unfafe and dangerous practice to 
attempt the cure of fuch eruptions, in any 
other way than by corredting the original 
diforder of the fluids, which at firft was 
fuppofed to have produced them. 


[cis fomewhat fingular however, that 
hs. opinion fhould have remained fo long 


uncontroverted by regular practitioners ; 
as, from the writings of many old authors, 
it appears that complaints: of this kind 
were conftantly and eafily cured, as’ they 
ftill are by every itinerant practitioner, 


with local external applications only... ~ 


This, we fhould imagine, ought very 
foon to have overturned the. general notion 


4.2 hast | 
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which prevailed with refpect to the nature 


of thefe diforders, and which feemed all — 
along to have no other foundation than | 


antiquity for its fupport. Modern prac- 
_ titioners, however, not being fhackled by 
fuch authority, have, in many inftances, 
ventured to difpute, and boldly to deviate 
from, the opinions of their predeceffors ; 


and the improvements which have univer= — 


fally refulted from fuch a free fpirit of in- 
guiry, have never yet given them reafon to 
repent their having done fo. 

.° This, in no inftance, has been more 
is, fecnarkable, nor attended with better ef- 


feéts, than in the treatment of cutaneous 


diforders, which, from having been very 
perplexed and intricate, will foon, it is 
hoped, become a very fimple and eafy part 
of the practitioner’ s employment. | 

Inftead of the tedious and debilitating 
courfes of medicines which patients went 
through formerly, and whick perhaps they 
are ftill too frequently obliged to undergo, 


it is now found, that the greateft number » 


of thefe complaints are more certainly and 
a ug {peedily 
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{peedily removed by the ufe of local reme- - 


dies merely, than they ever are by a con- 
trary courfe. This, probably, is one rea- 
fon, amongft others, why all complaints 


of this nature are claffed among local dif- 


orders, in the Genera Morborum of our 
juftly celebrated profeflor Dr CuLien; 
and which, without any other fanétion, 
would, of itfelf, be fufficient authority for 
their being here inferted among fuch affec- 
tions *, , 

That internal remedies may melas 
be of ufe, and even neceflary, in many 
inftances of cutaneous eruptions, will not, 
probably, ever be doubted; but that they 
ever prove ferviceable in the way common- 
ly imagined, namely, by correcting parti- 
cular kinds of acrimony fuppofed to exift 
in the mafs of fluids, does not appear in 
the leaft probable: Nor do the good effects 


which are fometimes produced by inter- 


nal medicines render it lefs certain that 


La Wemnte ec ate 
 * The character given by Dr Cullen of the clafs 
Locales, is, ‘* Partis, non totius corporis, affectio.” 
Vid. Synop. Nofolog. Method. Edinburgi. 
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cutaneous affections are in ig only 
local diforders. 

Thus, in many ripeatee of the ei an-= 
timonials are frequently exhibited with 
confiderable advantage. But the principal 
advantages attending them feem to depend 
entirely upon their producing a determi- 
nation to the fkin, and keeping up a free 


difcharge of the matter of perfpiration; 
which frequently, from want of cleanlinefs, ' 
and fometimes from other caufes, being — 


long retained on the furface of the body, 
and there turning acrid, may often, it 1s 
probable, give rife to many of our cuta- 
neous affections. And accordingly we find, 


that all fuch remedies prove conftantly. 


more or lefs effectual, according as they 


are more or lefs powerful in 1 Keeping: up 


a free perfpiration. 
By thofe who maintain that an acri- 
mony of the fluids is the moft common 


caufe of fuch diforders, itis fuppofed, that 
the beneficial effe@s of antimonials and. 


| other diaphoretic medicines depend entire- 
a on their anion or carrying off the 
| morbid. 
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morbid matter, with which the fluids, in 
thefe diforders, are imagined to abound. 

Many arguments, however, occur againft 
the probability of this opinion; and in 
particular the difficulty, or rather impofli- 
bility, of fhowing how thefe morbid mat- 
ters, fuppofing that they really exifted, 
fhould be more readily evacuated by fu- 
dorifics, than the other parts of the blood 
with which they muftin the courfe of the 
circulation be intimately mixed: but what 
puts it beyond a doubt that all fuch medi- 
cines act entirely in confequence of their 
preferving a free perfpiration, and not by 
evacuating any fluids particularly morbid, 
is, that the very fame advantages, in all 
fuch complaints, are frequently to be ob- © 
tained, merely by the ufe of repeated warm 
bathing, with a due attention in other re- 
{pects to cleanlinefs. : 

From this view of the theory of fuch 
complaints, many circumftances with re- 
{pet to them can be much more clearly 
accounted for, than on any other fuppo- 

L4 fition : 
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fition. Of thefe, however, we cannot 


here enter into a fall confideration; and — 
-fhall only obferve, that by it may be ex- 


plained the reafon why fuch eruptions 
appear very frequently in a partial way 
only, which they often do, by breaking out 
in a fingle fpot, without affecting any other 
part of the furface. This we cannot fup- 
pofe would frequently happen if thefe 
diforders always proceeded from a general 
affe@tion of the fyftem; but it may very : 
readily occur from a local ftoppage of per- 
{piration, occafioned by the application of - 
fuch caufes to particular parts as we know 
to be generally followed with that effeat, 
And upon this principle, as was already 
remarked, is accounted for, much more 
obvioully, the operaton of the feveral re- 
medies, than on any other. 

In the treatment of every diforder. of 
this kind, the firft and principal circum- 
ftance to be attended to, is, that not only 


_ the parts affected, but even the whole fur- 
face of the body; be kept as clean and 
‘Pesphable as pollu for which purpofe 


“nothing 
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nothing is of fo much importance as the 
frequent’ ufe of warm bathing, together 
with gentle friGions with clean linen 


cloths; which, in thedry {pecies of the com- - 


plaint, may be applied over even the dif- 


eafed parts ; but in the others, efpecially 


where confiderabie ulcerations occur, the 


_ frictions can be applied to fuch parts of 
the body only as are not, at the time, af- 


fected. When due attention is paid to 
- this article of cleanlinefs, few or no inter- 
“nal remedies are ever neceflary in _ 
flighter ‘{pecies of herpes. 
Of all the external applications, ufually 


employed both in the mild and in the 


more inveterate {pecies of thefe diforders, 
the feveral drying and aftringent remedies 
are moft to be depended on: Of thefe, the 
moft fimple of all is lime-water; which, 
in flight cafes of dry tetter, often anfwers 
the purpofe, but it feldom sane ee “eae 
in any of the others. 

The different folutions of re in ‘ate 
_ vegetable acid, prove often, in affections of 
_ this natur ® very effectual; and of thefe the 


watery 
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watery folution of faccharum faturni, as 
direéted in the treatife on inflammation, is 
always moft to be depended on. It may 
either be applied in the form of cataplafms, 


or on foft linen rags laid directly upon the 


parts. ‘The latter is perhaps the moft con- 
venient method; and in fuch affections, 
from its being more cleanly than poultices, 


fhould always be preferred. 


Although this, in general, is found to 
be a very ufeful application in the milder 
eruptions of this kind; yet, in fuch cafes 


as prove to be inveterate, I have frequent~_ ¥ 


ly found, that weak folutions of corrofive 


fublimate in water, have proved more be- 


neficial. About ten grains of the former, 
to a pound of the latter, makes,-for all 


fach affections, a very eafy and efficacious 
wath. 9 | 


Decoctions of ‘the different Levi bf 


boles, and of the aftringent earths, are 


fometimes, too, ufed with advantage in 
flight cafes of this kind; but in’ general, 
the preparations of lead, as we have direct- 


ed above, with the watery folution of cor- 


rofive 
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rofive fublimate, prove a great deal more 
effetual; and do indeed, in a great mea~— 
' fare, er every other application un- 
neceffary. | os 
Ointments eed with picitladel re 
turni, and corrofive fublimate, have fre- 
quently too, in thefe diforders, been ufed 
with advantage: but as, in fuch forms, 
they mutt neceflarily be combined with 
unctuous fubftances, they cannot of courfe 
prove fo cleanly as the watery folutions of 
the remedies ; and as they do not in that 
way prove in any ref{pect more efficacious, 
they ought never therefore to be preferred. 
By proper attention to the different cir- 
cumf{tances we have mentioned, many of 
the milder complaints of the herpetic kind 
are often removed: but when the diforder 
is of a more inveterate nature; when it is 
of Jong ftanding; and efpecially when it is 
accu{tomed to difcharge large quantities of 
matter, as in the herpes exedens frequent- 
ly happens, other remedies come likewife 
to be neceflary. | hui 
«The more obftinate and virulent: itch 
_com- 
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complaints are, the greater attention be- 
‘ comes requifite to the promoting of a free 
difcharge by the kin; for which purpofe, 
together with warm bathing, as we for- 


merly recommended, warm diluent drinks _ 


fhould be plentifully allowed. New whey 
anfwers in this view very well, and it is 
_ dikewife of ufe as a gentle laxative. De- 
coctions of farfaparilla and of mezereon, 
both feparately and combined, have, in 


different forms, been recommended for the e 
fame purpofe. Although I have known 


them ufed, however, in a variety of cafes, 


I cannot fay they ever feemed to be attend- _ 
ed with any fuperior advantages to thofé | 


which are?produced by the decodtum lig- 
norum of the fhops; which, when proper- 
ly exhibited, proves always a powerful 


diaphoretic. And we have it always in- 


our power to increafe the diaphoretic 
powers of this remedy by adding to each 
cupful of the decodtion, fifteen or Corer 
drops of tin@ure of antimony. | 
When, in this manner, two or three 
pounds me the remedy are taken at proper 
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intervals every twenty-four hours, it feldom 
fails to keep up a very free perfpiration. 
Asa gentle diaphoretic too, I have often 
known crude antimony prove ufeful, when 
duly prepared, and given to the quantity of 
about two drachms in the day, either in 


powder or in the form of an electuary. It 


commonly an{wers tolerably well by itfelf; 
but, when conjoined with a {mall propor- 


tion of gum guaiac, it feems not only to 


prove more certainly fudorific, but more 
readily goes off by ftool, which in fome 
cafes renders the combination of the two 
remedies of fervice. : | 

In patients of plethoric habits, in whom 
complaints of this nature frequently occur, 
laxatives prove often ferviceable ; but thofe 
of thecooling kind only fhouldbeufed. Sea- 
water is very commonly prefcribed in thefe 
diforders as a purgative, and it frequently 
anfwers exceedingly well; but to many 
patients it proves fo naufeous and difagree- 
able, that it cannot be exhibited in proper 


quantities. When this is found to be the 


j 
cafe, cream of tartar, which is.a much 
4. | more ' 


ol ae ws yr. . 
. ae, q ‘ « ir 


466 Obfervations oh the Part if; 


more agreeable medicine, may be ufed in- 
ftead of it: and as it cannot be conveni= 
ently given in folution, on account of the 
large proportion of water neceflary for dif 
folving it, the moft commodious way of 
ufing it is in the form of an eleCtuary; fix 
or eight drachms of the remedy in pow- 
der, with an equal quantity of fugar, be- 


ing made into the confiftence of a lin@us, . 
or of an electuary with the mucilage of 
gum arabic, makes an eafy dofe of a very 


agreeable laxative... : 

Together with thefe internal remedies, 
an iffue,.in the more inveterate fpecies of 
herpes, becomes always neceflary; and it 
fhould indeed be among the remedies firft 
prefcribed ; for here, as in the treatment 


of all old ulcers which have ferved as if= © 
fues to the conftitution, the cure of the 
diforder is rendered more certain and eafy, 


by eftablifhing proper drains for the fuper- 
fluous fluids; without which the fores, al- 


though they may be healed, are ie apt: 


foon to break out again. ' 
In different eruptions of this i (a 
cially 
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ciedioih in the herpes exedens, very confider- 
‘able degrees of iflen sean often occur; 
for the removal of which, warm poultices 
and fomentations are generally employed, 
but feldom or never with any advantage, 
And in no cafe whatever does the f{uperio- 
rity of faturnine applications over the 
whole tribe of emollients, in inflammatory 
affections, appear more evident than in 
this. For the latter almoft conftantly feem 
to encourage the fpreading of the fecreted 
acrid humour; and thus, inftead of remo- 
ving inflammation, in fuch inftances, they 
rather tend to promote it: whereas the 
different faturnine applications appear not 
only to correct the acrimony of fuch hu- 
mors, but tend greatly to prevent their 
{preading fo far as they otherwife would 
do. par bering Shu 
In all fuperficial ulcerations of the her- 
petic kind, the faturnine and {fublimate 
folutions, as we have already recommend- 
ed,:in general prove effectual; but when- " 
ever the ulcers have penetrated deep into 

the fubftance of the mufcles and other — 

parts, 


368 ——- Obfervations on ve Stee il. 


parts, as they frequently enough do, an 
ointment prepared with calcined zinc I 
have fometimes found to anfwer better : 
about two drachms of zinc in fine powder, 
to fix drachms of axunge, feems to be in 
- general a proper proportion.-~ It leffens the 
inflammation whichcommonly takes place; 
and it has often a confiderable effect in al- 


tering the nature of the difcharge from a 


thin acrid fanies to a thick purulent mat- 
tere. | : . 
The common unguentum faturninum 


is alfo, when newly prepared, a very 
proper application for the fame purpofe. | 


But it ought never to be made ufe of 
after being long kept: for the lead feems 
thereby not only to lofe its activity, 
which it in fome meafure, in unctuous 
preparations, always does; but that oint~- 


‘ae 
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ment, probably from its being prepared - 


chiefly of axunge, or of wax and oil, 
without any addition of the antifeptic 
gums and refins, is much more apt to turn 
rancid than almoft any other ointment in 
- common ufe, | i 
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_ In fuch cafes, too, an ointment prepared 
aisha, axunge and mercurius pracipitatus 
albus, I have fometimes. known of ule; 

but as. it commonly occafions a good deal 

of pain and irritation, | it is not in. iii 

cafe, admiflible, baiphcouiaonk | 

| _ By a due’ continuance we oh Geberal foes 
. medics we have pointed out, whilft proper 
attention is at the fame time given to clean- 
dines, the moft troublefome {pecies of her- 
pes will in general be entirely removed. 

Butin fome inftances, notwithftanding the. 

ufe of all thefe, and of every other ordi- 

nary. remedy, complaints of this nature 
fill continue obftinate;. they do not feem 
to yield in the leaft, and frequently even 
turn more inveterate, | 

In fuch cafes, there is ae aia much 
sate to fufpect that fome other difeafe 
fubfafts at. the fame time; which, on in- 
quiry, is frequently found to be of the ve~ 

_ nereal kind, for herpes often appears as a 

. fymptom of that difeafe. This, however, 

| may commonly be known. from the hi- , 
- ftory of the complaint, and likewife from 
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the ntaasn of the erpeabiesl: For all 
éfuptions of this kind which appear in 


~ Jues veneréa, are conftantly above fome of 


the hard and thinly coveréd bones, as 
thofe of the cranium, fternum, and tibia: 


at leaft, in the beginning of the diforder, 


thefe are the parts chiefly affected; though, 
‘no doubt, in its more advanced ftages, the 


' whole reper comes to be more or lefs af= 


fected. hea Wt Wain Di ll eae aa 

As po as the sds 1s dittavered 
to be of the venereal kind, its cure mutt 
depend ina great meafure upon the gene- 
ral treatment neceflary in that diforder; fo 
‘that, by a proper ufe of mercury, with a 
continuance of the different remedies al- 
ready enumerated for herpes, all affections 
of this nature may in duet time, ie empest- 
‘ed to be eradicated. | 

On other occafions, again; sind adie 


there is no caufe for fafpe@ting a venereal — 
‘taint, it fometimeés happens, that even the — 


flighteft fpecies of tetter refifts all the com- 
mon remedies both internal and external, 


and perhaps, too, beeomans: more inveterate. ) 


' In 
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In fuch cates, there is frequently conjoin- 


ed with the diforder which we are now 
‘confidering, the common fcabies or itch: 


and when it happens to be fo, as 1. have. 
fometimes feen, a very difagreeable and 
troublefome difeafe comes to be produced; 
what may be confidered as a tertium quid, 
or a production of the two; which, in its 
appearance, is exceedingly laavafobites ; little 
lefs fo, indeed, than the defcriptions that 
are given of the lepra of the ancients; and, 
when it 1s allowed to remain long, 1 it proves 
fometimes almoft as inveterate. _ 

‘The itch being fuch a well-known dic 


order, its conjunction with herpes is com- 
monly very eafily detected: and when once 
it is known to take place, the cure mutt 


confift in the feveral remedies already re- 
commended for herpes, together with fuch 
as are more particularly active in the cure 
of {cabies; and of which, though there 


are many recommended by authors, yet 


none ever prove fo certainly efficacious as 
falphur. Mercury, too, does, no doubt, 


often cure complaints of this kind; as it 


Fe le Wr nh te does, 


ny b ; i “a eR 
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does, indeed, the itch in all its ftages: “yet 
asit fails in many ‘inftances, which ful- 
phur, when properly directed, very feldom 
‘does, the latter eee in ones se eis 
ferred. DhLeka 

In ‘every. serait . én dip heepeie kind 
to which children are liable, fulphur, in 
one form or other, proves commonly more — 
éffeGtual than any other remedy: When 

in thefé complaints, therefore, the ufual — 
remedies are found to fail, fulphur fhould 
always be employed; and, to practitioners 
of experience, it is fearcely neceflary to re- 


mark, that the Sulphur Vivum, as it is | _ 


termed, in fine powder, proves always 
much more effeCtual than the flowers of 
fulphur. As this remedy evidently lofes 
much of its ftrength by the procefs. of 
fublimation, this preparation of it fhould 
never be ee for sais cutaneous wie : 
tion. | | | 

“There is a path of cans to ‘etl in 
fome conftitutions, efpecially in cecuninde 
the face is particularly liable; and no va-~ 


ner of the diforder proves either more 
diftref- 
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diftrefling to patients, or more perplexing 
to practitioners.—All the common prepa- 
rations of fulphur, as well as different oint- 
ments and wafhes of the mercurial kind, 
are commonly employed here without any 
advantage; but the following combination 
of fulphur with faccharum faturni, I have 
found to fucceed in many inftances of the 
moft obftinate {pecies of this diforder. 


R. Lac. fulphuris. SRS es Tee sie 
wSacch eure er ae 
Aq. rofaruam = 3 viij. m. 


The eruption to be bathed with this morn- 
ing and evening, care being taken to sin 
the vial when ufed. 

{n what manner this remedy ats, I know 
- not; but I have known different inftances 
of complete cures being effe@ed in very 
obftinate cafes by a’ frequent ufe of it, 

When, however, in cafes of this kind, as 
well as in every fpecies of herpes, it may 
for fome reafon or other be thought pro- > 
per to make ufe of mercury inftead of ful- 
phur, an ointment fimilar to what in the — 
difpenfatories i is termed Unguentum Citri- _ 

aren, num, 
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num, has on many occafions been fond to 
anfwer exceedingly well. But as this oint- 
ment has commonly been ordered with 
too great a proportion of mercury, it fre-. 
quently aGts as a cauftic, and occafions a 
great deal of irritation. That effet, how- 
ever, is eafily prevented, whilft at uti fame 
‘time all the advantages of the remedy are 
preferved, by diminifhing the quantity of 
mercury: Half an ounce of mercury dif- 
folved in an ounce of ftrong fpirit of nitre, 
and a pound either of axunge or of Feth 
butter, have, upon trial, been found to be 
very good proportions: or, as this ointment 
is very apt to turn too hard, it may at firft 
be made with a double proportion of mer- 
cury and fpirit of nitre; and, by adding an 
equal quantity of axunge at the time of 
ufing 3 it, the fame ftrength of the remedy 
18 preferved, whilt at the fame time an 
oimtment is obtained of a —_ sige 
ence. tate Tew a 
‘This makes a very effeeiual ore sin 
fedtly fafe ointment for all fach eruptions 
as partake either ofa ‘venereal taint or that 
are 
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are in the leaft connected. with common 
itch; and may. be ufed for the latter dif- 
order, in preference to all other mercurial 
applications, by thofe who, on account of 
its offenfive fmell, or for other reafons, do 
not incline to make ufe of fulphur. In- : 
deed no preparation. of. mercury, in the 
courfe of my, experience, has ever proved 
fo ufeful as this ointment; not only in 
cafes of real herpes, but even in common 
itch. . It only indeed requires to be more 
asuerally known, in order to be very uni- 
‘ vin nee panne sty in RIGKE: affection, of this 
kind... 

By : a ena sont continued ufe of the 
feveral remedies recommended, but above 
all by a due attention to cleanlinefs, al- 
moft every herpetic complaint may at laft 
be removed., ene or 

After thefe tal aoreeciinl on. fach 
diforders, it may not be improper to re- 
mark, that there are many complaints of 
the eruptive kind, to which children efpe- 
cially are liable, which may all be redu-~ 
ced to one or other of the {pecies ¢ of herpes 

Aad we 
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we have enumerated, and which’ of cui Te 
may be all cured by the eo ain ral me-~ 
_thod of treatment, 00m ee kee 

‘Thus the tinea capitis, and erufta lactea, 
are commonly defcribed as diftin@ and 
unconnected difeafes: but both of thefe 
affections, it is -prefumed, may, with pro- 
: priety enough, be reduced: to the fame, 
{pecies of herpes; and they feem evidently, 
indeed, to belong to the fecond, or what 
we have termed Puftulofus, as they appear — 
to be exactly of the fame nature, and to | 
| differ only in fituation; the tinea being on 
the hairy {calp, what ihe crufta laétea and. 
other fuch eruptions are upon the face. 

The feveral means of cure we have enu- 
merated for herpes in general, apply, as 
was obferved, with equal propriety to any” 
of thefe; but in the tinea capitis a pecu- 
liarity occurs from the fituation of the dif- 
order, which, in the treatment, it has been 
frequently found neéeffary to attend to. 
In this complaint, the hair, by occafioning | 
_a more confiderable remora of the exfuded 
matter than what occurs in any other 
2 CO la goede : rile 


fo-> 


= 
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{pecies of ‘herpes, produces in it a greater 
degree of acrimony, which fometimes 
gives rife to bulbous fwellings, by being 
roots of the hair; and hence it has been 
fuppofed, that thefe fwellings, by being 
“perhaps the firft parts affected, tend to pro- 
, duce and to keep up all the other fymp- 
toms of the diforder: So that it is com- 
monly recommended as the firft ftep in 
the cure of tinea, to extract entirely all 
the hairs by the roots, either with picch- 
plafters, or with fome other adhefive 
a meds 

This, however, is dia) attended with 
a great deal of pain; it fometimes produces 
very troublefome inflammations; and be- 
fides, it is never in any refpect neceflary 
“in the firft ftages of the diforder: for tho’, 
in very long continued cafes of tinea, 
thefe tuberofities at the roots of the hair 
do fometimes become fo confiderable as 
to render the cure of fuch affetions more 
tedious than they otherwife would be; 
yet, merely by keeping the hair very fhort, 


and the parts affected as clean as s poflible, 
; the 


~ 
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the different remedies already enumerated — 
almoft always effect a cure, without having 
recourfe to the extraction of the ANAT ws 
The watery folution of corrofive fablic 
mate was already recommended as an ex- 
ternal application for different herpetic e- 
' ruptions; but in no fpecies of the diforder 
does it produce fuch remarkably good ef- 
- fects as in tinea capitis; infomuch that, 
except in very inveterate cafes, a cure may 
generally be obtained by the math of ‘thls 
remedy alone:!s dia oi iy ste 
Iffues have already been shalt adits as ‘nt 
ing very ufeful in all eruptive diforders of 
this kind; but in thefe complaints, which, 
in childhood efpecially, are fo common, , 
they feem to be ftill more neceflary, and. 
--more ufeful, than in the advanced periods ye 
of life; for, as thofe children that are par- 
ticularly liable to fuch eruptions, are com- 
‘monly of very grofs full habits, it is 
fcarcely poffible often to obtain, at leaft, 
Jafting cures, without in the firft Diasea in- 
troducing adequate drains. — 
Indeed iffues alone, with a proper at- 
tention 
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tention to cleanlinefs, will very frequently, 
in the firft years of childhood,, get. the 
better of all fuch complaints, eh ae the 
affiftance of any other remedy ; and they 
do not by any “means prove fo prejudicial 
to the conftirution as the frequent ufe of 
- purgative medicines, which in fuch cafes 
are fo commonly employed. Purgatives 
do, no doubt, frequently prove ferviceable, 
by carrying off fuch fuperabundances of 
fluids as the fyftem happens to be loaded 
with, but never in‘ fuch an eafy. gradual 
~maanner as is done byiffues. 

There has an objection been commonly 
made to the ufe of iffues. in general, that 
they are very apt to become fo far habi- 
tual.as to prevent them from being after- 
wards healed up, without confiderable rifk. 
This, in children, however, fhould never 
be any material objection to them: for, 
about the fifth or fixth year, when children 
are able-to take more regular and fati- 
guing exercife; when the fyftem, having 
quired a firmer tone, is rendered more 
| capable of preferving a due balance be-- 
tween 
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ween the folids. and different contained 


fluids ; and when, in fa@t, the latter | are i 


never obferved to be fo abundant as in 
the preceding years of childhood; there is 
not then the fame neceflity for fuch drains, 
and it might even in fome inftancés be 
prejudicial to continue them longer. We. 
do accordingly obferve, about this period 
’ of life, that many of the eruptive diforders, 
which had prevailed before, now difappear 
entirely: nature then requiring a greater ~ 
fupply of fluids for all the different fecre- | 
tions, throws off, by their means, what 
had formerly been difcharged by different 
in re ay Sa ia tie et 
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-AVING, in the pees jrbeci 
feGtions, gone through the confide- 
ration of all fuch ulcers as can with pro- 
priety be looked upon as local affections _ 
merely, thofe of an oppofite nature come 
next in courfe to be treated of; and they 
are, as was formerly remarked, to be com- . 
prehended in the fecond clafs. 
The general character of this clafs Hak 
been already given. It includes, as was 
formerly remarked, all fuch ulcers as-are 
- connected with, or that depend upon, 
_ fome general diforder of the fyftem; and 
the feveral fpecies of it are, the Venereal, 
the Scorbutic, and Scrophulous, —— 
ey | ‘Having 
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Having fpoken fo fully upon the diffe- 
rent fpecies. of local. ulcers, all that is ne- 


ceflary upon. thofe of the fecond clafs, is to. 


point out, as ‘concifely and diftinGly as 


pofhible, the different | chara¢teriftics by 


which they may be diftinguithed ; toge- 
ther with fuch remedies as may be peculiar 
to or proper for each; referring always to 


what may have been neha § in the pre- 


ceding fections, for whatever may, in com- 
mon, occur between oli fis two Hipecrs. of a 
Hiflece clafies. He; OTM ye 


4 I. Vanes of ihe Venere U lan 3 


Be venereal ulcers, in general, are 
imeant fuch as are conneéted with an uni- 


enfin ae ee = 
eae ER Sa 


verfal fyphilitic affection ‘of the fyftem. 4% 


But as chancres, and fome other fpecies of 
fores which occur in that diforder, may 


with equal propriety be termed Venereal — ‘ 


Ulcers, although they are not always con- 
nected, with a general infection, yet, in or- 
der to prevent any fort of ambiguity, it 
will be proper ‘here to. comprehend the 
confideration of thefe alfo. 


3 3 Venereal 
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-Venereal ulcers, sinks may be divided 
into two varieties; namely, thofe which 
appear as primary fymptoms of the difeafe, 
and fuch as may more properly. be sad 
dered as. {ymptomatic. | : 

Of the former kind are chancres in ge- 
neral, whether upon the parts of genera- 
tion, communicated by venereal inter= 
courfe ; upon the nipples and breafts of 
women, by nurfing infected children; or 
on the lips and parts. adjacent, communi- 
cated by falutation: for all fuch fores, 
though feated on different parts, are of one 
and the fame nature. Thofe ulcers, too, 
may fometimes. be reckoned primary, 
which remain after the opening or burfting 
_of fuch buboes as appear to have arifen 
from an infedtion lately communicated, 
and before there is any probability that 
the whole fyftem is affected. . 

_ Such ulcers, again, are confidered as 

fymptomatic, which arife in confequence 

of a general taint of the ‘habit. Of this 

kind are all thofe which fucceed to old 

buboes, and fuch as appear along” with 
| other 
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other venereal fymptoms a “confiderable 
time after infection ;_ the moft ordinary 
- firuations for which, are, the throat, palate, 
nofe, the parts immediately above the bones 
of the cranium, tibia, humerus, and other 
hard bones thinly covered, with flefh. 

~ Although, in many. cafes, itis not: oa 
to make this diftin@ion in venereal fores, | 
‘yet it may frequently. be done, and. fhould 
be always ftridlyattendedto; the treatment 
of the two different {pecies being in fome 
refpects exceedingly different, as. will. be 
afterwards particularly taken notice of. 

In fuch ‘cafes, the principal means of 
diftinction are obtained either by. infor- 
mation from the. patient, or. from. the ap- 
pearances of the different fores themfelves, e 

If, foon after expoture to infeAion, an. 
ulceration appears upon the part to which 
the virus was immediatly applied, toge- 
ther with. {wellings of any of the glands 
in the courfe of the lymphatics, we may 
be almoft convinced that thefe are only 
local affeCtions, and ought to be confidered 
accordingly as primary fymptoms. . Ulce- 

a | rations 
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rations thus occurring from the immediate 
application of the venereal virus, are in 
general termed Chancres: they appear, at 
firft, as {mall miliary fpots, which foon rife 
and form little veficles, that, upon burft- 
ing, difcharge fometimes a thin watery 
Auid, and, on other oceafions, a more 
thick yeitowy matter. The edges of fuch 
_ fores are generally hard and painful; and 
are, together with the glandular. fwellings 
already defcibed, commonly attended with 
more or lefs inflammation. | 


_ Thefe are the common appearances of 


venereal fores from a recent infeétion ; but 
the ulcers which appear as fymptoms of a 
long-continued affection, in general prove 
moft troublefome. They are diftinguifhed 
from thofe already defcribed, as likewife 
from every other fpecies of ulcer, 1. By 
information from the patient ; 2. By their 
fituation; and, 3. By their appearances. 

~ Whenever an ulcer is fufpected to be of 
a venereal kind, the real nature of ; it may 


frequently be learned from the patient: 
Thus, ifa perfon, who has long had other » 
Bb > fymp= © 


- 
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fymptoms of infeCtion in his conftitution, 
is attacked with one or more ulcers, whe- 
ther in confequence of external injuries or 
not, and if they refift the common me- 
thods of cure, there can be very litcle 
doubt of their being infected with the Be- 
neral taint of the habit. 

‘Tt fometimes happens, | ‘ene that 
fach information is not to be obtained: 
for patients infected with diforders of this 
kind, NSF ys often conceal, and, when que- 
— ftioned, even’ refufe to acknowledge it; and 
on other occafions, patients cannot even 


themfelves be certain whether they are _ 


infected or not, having perhaps no other 


fymptoms | at the°time than thefe ulcers, — 
and which they may not probably have ~ 


confidered to be of the venereal kind. _ 
+ When this happens to be the cafe, we 
mutt endeavour to obtain our information 
from the fituation and eine jas the 
Ulcer itfelfl | on Pe ey 
By far the » preakatt part of Petferdal ul- 
cers from an old infection, appear, as was 
already remarked, I oe aaa as above the 
bones, 


s 
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bones, and fuch of thefe.efpecially as are 
moft thinly covered with mufcles. They: 
firft appear in the form of a red, and 
fomewhat purplifh, efflorefcence, not cir- 
cumfcribed, but in general rather confi- 
derably diffufed. This foon comes to rife 
into a number of very {mall puftules, 
which ooze out a thin fretting ferum. At 
firft thefe puftules, when obferved through 
a glafs, appear perfectly diftinét; but they 
at laft run together, and form one large 
ulcer, whofe edges are commonly ragged 
and fomewhat callous; and there is gene~ 
rally alight red appearance, which extends 
a coffiderable fpace beyond the fore, over 
the fkin that does not feem to be. other wife 

difeafed. | 
Sores of this Kind uate Saelichuies a. 
very remarkable appearance, being hol- 
lowed as it were into the form of a cup, 
generally narrow and contracted at the 
bottom, with the edges extending eradual- 
ly ull they reach the outward circum- 
ference. This at leaft is'commonly the 
cafe, except when. carious bones happen ~ 
B 5 2 to 
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to lie at the bottom of the fores, and cheat 


they are generally filled up with trouble- 
fome fungous excrefcences. 

Venereal ulcers are not ddnincsiege at= 
tended with much pain; at leaft, feldom 
fo much as from their appearances might 
be expected. In fome inftances, however, 
_ itis otherwife: And the difcharge of all 
fuch fores, though at firft thin, comes at 


jaft to put on a very particular and cha- 
racteriftic appearance, being of a confift- 


ence rather more tough and vifcid than 
good pus; with a very loathfome, though 
not the ordinary fetid, putrid fmell; and 
a very fingular greenith yellow ciilona: | 
Thefe are the moft common appearances 
of old venereal ulcers ; and when all or 
any of them occur upon any of the fitua- 


tions enumerated, we may almoft always 


determine, with certainty, the complaint to 
be of the fyphilitic kind. 

. The diftinGtion we have propofed.of ve- 
nereal ulcers into primary and fymptoma- 


_ tic, is inthe treatment of the difeafe found ~ 


to be a matter of confiderable importance; 
3 | for 
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for Dok of the former kind, if attended 
to immediately on their firft appearance, 
and before any abforption of matter has 
taken place, might undoubtedly be fre- 
quently removed without the affiftance of 
any internal medicine, merely by convert- 
ing an incipient chancre into the ftate of _ 
a fimple ulcer, by burning or deftroying 
the venereal matter coneines in it with, 
cauttic *, 

But although a a cure Aeahes in this man- 
ner be fometimes effected with fafficient 
) fafety, "yet as we have no means of beco- 
ming abfolutely certain whether fome of 
the virus may not have entered the fyftem, 
the cure of even the flighteftchancre fhould 
never be trufted to any other remedy than 
the internal ufe of mercury; with this ma=__ 
terial difference, however, that in incipient 
fores of this kind it commonly proves fuf- 
ficient to adminifter a very {mall quantity 
of the remedy only, in proportion to what 
is requifite in fuch ulcers as appear in con~ 
fequence of an old general infection. | 

: 3 ike EO ee cant “The 
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~ The diftinGion propofed points out like- 

wife another circumf{tanece of confequence 
in the cure. In ulcers from an old pox, 
we ought: never to make ufe of mercurial 
and other dreflings with a view to heal 
_and dry them up foon; but fhould rather 
truft entirely: to mercury given internally, 
and in. the mean time continue to apply 
fuch remedies only as are neceflary for 
keeping the fores clean and eafy. 


- Thus the healing of the different ulcers 
merely by the ufe of internal remedies, af- 
fords the beft, and indeed the only con- 
vincing proof of the difeafe being eradica= 
ted ; and it proves indeed the fureft index 
by oh a Surgeon can be dire¢ted, as it 
plainly fhows, that little more mercury can 
be neceflary ; a circumftance, of which a 
practitioner cannot by th other means be 
convinced. 

With many practitioners, it has been 

the common method to treat in this man- 

-ner chancres, and all thofe venereal ulcers 
we have termed Primary; whilft, at the 
fame time, they have not thought proper 
' to 
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to apply the practice to thofe. of long 
ftanding, or that proceed from a general 
infection of the fyftem. But, with very 
little attention, it muft appear, that direct- 
ly the reverfe of this fhould be followed ; 
and the advantages attending it Sah 
commonly be found confiderable, 


Tue reafons for keeping old venereal 
ulcers open, during the internal exhibition 
of medicines, have been already explained. 

But in recent chancres, produced merely — 
by a local application of a corroding mat- 
ter, as they are entirely topical, and not 
connected with any diforder of the fyftem, 
mercury given inwardly has not near fuck 

a chance of effecting a cure; and accord=. 
ingly we often find, that, after very confi- 
derable quantities of the medicine have 
been ufed, we are at laft, after all, obliged 
to have recourfe to fome external applica- 
tion. | 

This, however, As far pee being the 
oreatett 1 inconvenience attending the prac- 
tice: for as long as a chancre or ulceration 

| Bb4 on ' cons 
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continues open, there is much More'reafon 
to fufpect that the fyftem may be generally 
infected, than if the chancre or fource of 
that matter had been healed foon after its 
appearance. _ bal tidied cH 
By fome it may be alleged, that it is not 
of much confequence whether a {mall or 
a larger portion of the venereal matter be 
taken into the fyftem, as the leaft particle. 3 
may juft as certainly produce all the fymp- 
toms of the difeafe, as if a much larger 
quantity had been admitted. bit gt 
This, in fome refpedis, may probably be 
the cafe, as the fyphilitic matter is known 
to be of a very penetrating and affimilating 
nature: but there is furely much more rea- 
fontohope, that a very {mall portion of fuch 
matter may be prevented from infecting the 
fy{tem, either by being ftopped in its courfe;_ 
by occafioning, as it frequently does, ob- 
{truCiions of one or more glands ; or even 
by being afterwards thrown out at fome 
of the emundories: than that the danger 


«of a general infetion, arifing from a con- 


ant abforption and diffafion of the fame 
: | | fort 
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fort of matter, can by any n means be obvi- 
ated or removed. ais) 
That the opinion we have venttiees to 
give on this point 1s at leaft very probable, 
will not readily be controverted. But it is 
likewife faid, that the practice of treating 
chancres, by the ufe of internal remedies 
only, can never occafion any kind of rifk, 
as the mercury which is, or ought always 
in fuch cafes to be exhibited, by ating as 
! a certain antidote to the venereal virus, 
| muft {oon éxert.its influence on the fyftem, 
in fuch a. manner as to prevent the latter 
from having any farther influence, — 

» Such reafoning, however, 1S, in practice, 
by no means to be depended on, - For, in 
the firft place, though mercury in general 
proves a very certain cure for venereal com~ 
plaints already fubfifting in the conftitus 
tion; yet, even where it has been previoufly : 
exhibited in confiderable quantities, it does 
not prevent a new infetion from taking | 
place: Of this I have known many inftan- 
ces; and it would probably, if attended to, 
be found to occur very frequently. © 
‘i ‘But 
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But again, although: we ‘were even cer= 


tain, if a proper quantity of mercury was 
prefent in the fluids, that no farther in- 
fection could take place from the introduc- 


tion of a larger portion of venereal matter ; 


yet, in cafes of chancre, we can never be 


fure that the medicine will fo foon enter. 


the circulation as to produce this prophy- 
lactic effe@&. For when we confider how 
frequently practitioners are difappointed 
in attempting to introduce a fufficient 
quantity of mercury, either from the fault 
of the preparation, from its running off 
by ftool, from its flying too. quickly to 
the mouth, or from fome other caufe, no 
dependence, it is evident, is to be Bere 
upon this matter. | : 

Upon the whole, therefore, the cure of 
chantres, and of all venereal ulcers of the 
fame kind, fhould be haftened as much as 
pofible, not only by internal medicines, 
but by external applications likewife. 


§ 2. Of the Cure of the Venereal Ulcer. 


Tue moft effegtual method in every cafe 
3 he 


* 
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of chancre, as we have already hinted, 


would probably be, to touch the part af- 
fected with fome ftrong cauftic as foon as 
the difeafe is ebferved; and, by thus de- 
ftroying at once all the venereal matter, 
the fore being now nearly in the ftate of a 
fimple ulcer from any other caufe, would, 
with ordinary dreflings, be very eafily cu- 
red. Practitioners, however, are feldom 
called in fo early, and frequently not till 
the different ulcerations are confiderably 


- enlarged, when the practice could not rea- 


dily prove effectual, and when it might 
fometimes even be dangerous to apply, fo 
extenfively, to thofe tender parts.on which 
chancres are commonly feated, fuch. irrita= - 
ting remedies as any of aps more adtiye 
caufties mrt oes uk cee Seay 
What I have Senthil oti to ambit 
in every cafe of ulcerated chancre not at= 
tended with much inflammation, is, after 
wiping the fores as free from matter. as 
poflible, to fprinkle them well with mer- 
curius precipitatus ruber finely prepared, 
en to apply a pledgit of any common | 
t oint- 
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ointment over all. This does. not com= 
monly occafion much pain or irritation ; 


and it has the effeQ of producing a kind of : 


flough over the fore, which, in the courfe 


of a drefling or two, general comes away, 


and leaves the ulcer perfeétly clean, 


Ghancres being reduced to this flate, 


would probably foon heal, although no 


other dreffing fhould be ufed than com- 


mon cerate; but, left any venereal matter 
fhould remain, I have commonly, after re- 


moving the dreflings with the precipitate, 


_been in the way of ufing the {trong mer- 
curial ointment of the Edinburgh Difpen- 
fatory, and to drefs with it till the fores 
heal up. | 

In this manner all cts A i are 


in general eafily cured, and with much lefs 


- 


mercury given inwardly than ifallowed for _ 


any confiderable time to remain open. 
_ By long continuance, however, and from 


negleat of proper remedies, even thefe, at 


firft, feemingly fimple fores, come to put 


on all the appearances of fuch ulcers as 


depend upon a general infeCtion; and as 
3 they 
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they are then really fuch in every refped; 


their treatment muft vary accordingly. 

- Ulcers of this kind, upon the ‘penis e= 
{pecially, when of long duration, are. very 
apt to become inflamed; and then, by the | 
pain they occafion, they prove frequently 
exceedingly troublefome. When the in- 


-flammation comes any confiderable length, 


blood-letting is fometimes requifite; but, 
in general, that fymptom is eafily enough 
kept moderate, merely by a continued and 
proper ufe of the faturnine poultice. 
Theinflammation being once thoroughly 
removed, the beft application, in all fuch 
cafes, is fimple wax ointment as we have. 


formerly mentioned, till a proper quantity 


of mercury has been exhibited, and then — 


_ the fores commonly heal without any far- 


ther application. 
There are two different Ati in ‘ufe ue 


— throwing mercury into the fyftem; the 


one by giving it internally by the mouth, 


and the other by introducing it into the 
body through the abforbents on the fkin 


- by means of EriGlien sa But, as the. laft 


of 
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of thefe baetinitee is by’ much bai calle 
troublefome and inconvenient, and as it 
does not, upon trial, appear to be attended 
with any fuperior advantages, the former 
is now, I believe, very commonly Be 
ferred. 1) D¥oNg Yo%% 

- Various forms. of mercury have been 
contrived for internal exhibition; but thofe | 
in which it has undergone no other pre- 
paration than fimple triture, fuch as the 
quickfilver pill of the Edinburgh: Phar- 
macopceia, are, in general, the beft. They. 
prove commonly more effectual, and are 
feldom attended with any of the inconve- 
niences which often occur from the ufe of 
ie different mercurial calces. | 

“Bue whatever preparation of raereury 
be employed, it fhould always be conti- 
nued till a forenefs of the mouth be in- 
duced, that being the only certain indica- 
tion of the medicine having entered’ the 
fyftem: and ic fhould never be carried 
further than is merely neceflary to produce 
a moderate affection of the mouth, which 
is now found from experience to be pro- 
#9 ductive 
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“ductive of all the advantages, and none of 
the inconveniences which commonly at= 
tend a confiderable falivation: it is not the 
quantity of falivary matter difcharged that 
has any influence i in the cure of venereal 
complaints, but the quantity of active 
mercury really introduced into the courfe 
of the circulation. 

It is not always eafy, however, to pre= 
vent mercury from running off too quick- 
ly by the mouth, fo as fometimes to oc- 
- cafion very troublefome falivations, To 

- guard againft this circumftance by deter- 
mining the medicine more particularly to 
the fkin, the warm bath has been fre- 
quently recommended, both as a neceflary 
preparation, and as a remedy which ought 
to be ufed along with-the mercury. The 
fame effects, we may remark, may in fome 
degree be obtained, and with lefs rifk to the 
patieat from cold, by the ufe of a flannel 
fhirt next the fkin, and by drinking plen- 
tifully of decodtion of farfaparilla or of the 
woods; care at the fame time being taken 
to keep the body in a proper temperature, 

3 ) and 
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and that it’be never expofed to any con2 
fiderable degree of cold. But. whenever 
the warm bath can be conveniently and 
properly procured, it ought to be employ= 
ed; for it commonly proves an ufeful 
affittant to a mercurial courfe: By prefer- 
ving a foft fkin and a free perfpiration, it 
prevents the mercury from running with 
too much violence to the mouth; and no- 
thing tends fo certainly te prevent this 
medicine from affeting the bowels with 
gripes and other fymptoms of colic. th 
A courfe of this kind being continued 
for a longer or fhorter period, according 
to the degree of infection and violence of 
the fymptoms, a cure of all fuch com- 
plaints 1 is at laft very commonly obtained. 
In fome inftances, however, the quick- 
filver pill above recommended, either does 
not produce all the defired effets, or even 
fails altogether. On fuch occafions, the 
corrofive fublimate is frequently found to 
anfwer; and may be given either in the 
form ar pills, or in the fpirituous folution: 


“a former, however, never proves fo nau- 
: feous 
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feous as the latter, fo that a larger quan~ 
_ tity of the medicine may in that manner 
be commonly exhibited. The mercurius 
calcinatus ruber, is often (ine to anfwer 
in old venereal fores, when the ufual forms 
of employing mercury have failed. In 
large dofes of three, four, or five grains, it 
operates brifkly both as an emetic and 
purgative: but fmall dofes , efpecially when 
conjoined with opiates, are feldom pro- 
ductive of any inconvenience; and may, 
in general, be continued for a confiderable 
length of time, without inducing i tk 
tion. . . 
In very Lscunate venereal ulcers, it be» 
comes fometimes neceffary to make trial 
of all the variety of mercurial preparations; 
and, on particular occafions, one will be 
found’ to prove very ferviceable, though 
none of the others may “Pee to have had 
any influence. — | 
The moft certain rule for determining 
the quantity of the medicine to be exhi- 
bited, is, that it fhould be always conti- 
~nued for fome time after every fymptom 
Go eo on 


A 


with propriety be confidered as a venereal 
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of the difeafe has difappeared ; ‘and that 
for a longer or fhorter period, as ‘the dif- 4 
“order may have been of long or fhere’ . 
{ftanding, and as the fymptoms may hay 
been inveterate or otherwife: but ste pir 
material circumftance in the cure of every 
venereal complaint, muft be ultimately de- 
termined by the judgment of the ea cs a 
tioner in attendance. oo 
Though by fuch a courfe of mercury 
given inwardly, with the neceflary external 
treatment formerly pointed out, almoft 


every ulcer of this nature may, as was 
obferved, be in general removed, yet in. 
fome few inftances it is otherwife; and 
the fores cannot be brought to heal, even 
tho’ the mercury be continued very long 


after every other fymptom has difappeared, 
and when, from this circumftance, and. Ye 
from the quantity of the medicine exhi- 
bited, there.is every reafon to think that 
_the venereal taint in the abn 1s areas 
ther eradicated. 


aA7) ea 8 
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As an ulcer, in this fituation, cannot 


affection, 
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-affeBtion, it would be in vain to exped 
_ Acure from the ufe of any preparation of 
“mercury whatever. Whenever fuch fores, 
therefore, fhow a greater obftinacy than 
what from their appearances might be ex- 
pected, and efpecially when they do not 
yield in any degree to mercury, it gives 
great reafon to fufpect, that fome other 
difeafe may probably have fubfifted in the 
conititution together with lues venerea, 
and that both may have had fome ‘ola in 
the production of the ulcers. 
As foon as the nature of this conjoined 
diforder is difcovered, “ proper remedies 
muft be employed in order to correct it; 
and this being accomplifhed, the cure of 
the fores will, in general, go eafily on. 
On fome occafions, however, venereal 


ulcers prove obftinate when the fytem 


“appears to be perfectly free from every 
other diforder. In fuch cafes, when the 
fores are feated upon or near to any of the 
bones, efpecially when fungous excref- 
cences arife, there will commonly be reafon 


to fufpect that the cure is protracted by a 


Cc 2: latent 


ie 
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latent caries ; and if this is ‘found on ex= 
amination to be the cafe, and if the patient 
is in other refpects healthy, there will fel- 


dom be reafon to doubt, but that, by fol- 
lowing the directions already given re- 


{peCting the treatment of carious bones, 
and by a continuance of the mercurial 
courfe, a cure will at laft be effected. 


In fome inftances, again, when there is 


no reafon, from the fituation of the fores, 
to imagine that a caries can be the'caufe 
of their inveteracy; and although there is 


no appearance either of fcrophula, fcurvy, 


or of any other difeafe of the conftitution ; 
yet ftill they go on without fhowing any 
difpofition to heal, and Sa sal even be- 
_ come worfe. 

In fuch cafes, when the fyftem i is much 


reduced by long confinement and a tedi- 


ous courfe of mercury, which frequently 
indeed happens when a violent falivation 
has been long kept up, the beft and moft 
effeQual remedy, in general, is a light 
nourifhing diet, with the affiftance of frefh 
air and moderate exercife ; which, by in- 
- vigorating 
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vigorating the conftitution, tend more cer-= 
tainly to promote a cure than all the me- 
dicines and applications commonly em- 
ployed. hy igeuse went Nee ie 

_ In all fuch circumftances, indeed, the 
effects of a change of this nature are often 


_furprifing; for the moft obftinate ulcers, 


which have refifted every ufual remedy, I 
have in various inftances feen entirely 


cured, merely by fuch means as we have 


nowmentioned. In this fituation of thefe 
fores, too, the Peruvian bark, when taken 


_in proper quantities, frequently proves very 


ferviceable, | 
With refpect to the external treatment 
of old fores of this kind, as the floughs with 


which they are commonly covered render 
fome degree of ftimulus always neceflary, 


common bafilicon, with a large proportion 
of red precipitate, anfwers for this purpofe 
exceedingly well. Two drachms of the 
mercury to an ounce of ointment, make 


very good proportions, and afford one of 


the beft dreflings for every ulcer of this 
nature: And when, by the ufe of fuch an 
Cc3  oimtment, 
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ointment, the floughs have all caft off, and 


a difchar ge of proper matter has been in- 
duced, the treatment muft afterwards be 
régulated according to the feveral circum- 
ftances already pointed out in the different 
preceding fections on local ulcers. . 

When any of the glands happen to be 
the feats of venereal ulcers, as it is always 
difficult to induce a kindly fuppuration in 


them, it is fometimes neceflary, before a pa 
cure can be obtained, to deftroy the whole, 


or a confiderable portion of fuch as are 


very much hardened. This is moft con- 


veniently and moft eafily done by reiterated 
applications of cauftic: If the furface of 


the affected glands be rubbed over every ' 


third or fourth day with lunar cauftic, fo 
much of them as has been greatly dif- 


eafed, may, in this manner, be foon de- — 


{iroyed ; and the remainder, by proper 
attention to every other circumftance of 
the cure, being brought to furnith healthy 
granulations, the fores, without any far- 


ther, difficulty, will foon be brought ti 
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Although, in general, by attending to 
_ all thefe different circumftances as appear- 
ances may indicate, almoft every ulcer of 
the venereal kind may at laft be removed ;' 
yet, in long habitual and reiterated poxes, 
which have never been properly cured, the 
whole frame comes to be fo Contaminated 
with the infeétion, as, in fome inflances, 
to produce fuch an inveteracy in ulcers, as 
does indeed baffle all the efforts Beth. of 
nature and art, and at laft carries off the 
patients in very great mifery. Some fuch 
in{tances I have feen in different hofpitals, 
where probably fuch very obftinate cafes 
are only met with. 
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Osfroain on the Scorbutic Ulcer, 


§1. General Remarks on phe 


T was peimaneedi ae fore fection, 
“that, under the appellation of Scorbu- 

tic ulcer, there have in general been rank= 
ed a great many of thofe eruptive difeafes 


to which the {kin is liable, as the itch, 


feveral fpecies of lepra, &c. But the ‘real 
nature of true fcurvy being now much 
better underftood, and it being known 
that no fuch Fyn Beis as eruptions of 
that kind ever occur in it, the impro- 
priety either of applying the term Scorbutic 
to fuch, or of treating them’as fymptoms 
of that difeafe, mutt appear Sethi 
‘evident, 


; | vd We 
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"We have already remarked, that ulcers. 


- which proceed from any of the above men- 


tioned eruptive diforders, are probably con-~ 
nected witha very oppofiteftate of the fyftem 


to that which takes placein thofereally fcor- 


butic: The former generally, if not always, . 


we fuppofe to depend upon an inflamma- 
tory diathefis; whereas, in true {curvy, the 
fluids arrive at-probably the higheft degree 
of diffolution and putrefaction of which in 
the living body they are fufceptible. We 
know that doubts have been entertained of 


this point; but they will not be readily © 


admitted by thofe who have had opportu- 
nities of attending cafes of real fcurvy. 
From the writings of feveral old authors, 


it appears, that {curvy was a well-known — 


diforder fome ages ago; but the true cau- 
fes, fymptoms, and method of treatment 
of the difeafe, were never very accurately 
underftood till Dr Lind’s es og on 
the fubject appeared... . 


The feveral fpecies of fcurvy enume-. 


_ rated by authors, viz. the Muriatic, the 


Alkaline, &o. fo named from the nature of 
the 
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the caufes fuppofed to produce them, are 
now known to be very falfe and improper 
diftin@tions; the true fcurvy being always 
- of the fame nature, and always produced 
by the fame caufes, wherever thefe occur, 
in whatever climate, and whether at fea 
or land. 


§ 2. Symptoms and Caufes of the Scorbutic Ulcer. 
ef , 


Amonc other fymptoms of {curvy enu- — 
--merated by Dr Lind in his ingenious 
treatife on this fubject, the ulcers which 
are fo common in that difeafe are particu- 
larly defcribed ; and as he gives a very 
clear and diftina idea of them, we fhall 
here tranfcribe verbatim the Doctor’s ho : 
{eription of them. 4 

“The diftinguifhing charseibeitties of g 
fcorbutic ulcers are as follow: They afford 
‘no good digeftion ; but a thin fetid fanious ~ 
{tuff, mixed with blood; which at length ~ 
has the true appearance of coagulated gore — 
lying caked on the furface of the ulcer, 

: Vand. | 
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and is with great difficulty wiped off or 
feparated from the parts below. 7 
“The flefh underneath thefe Tete 
feels to the probe foft or {fpongy, and is 
very putrid. No detergents or efcharotics _ 
are here of any fervice; for though fuch — 
floughs be with ereat pains taken away, 
they are foundagain at next drefling, where 
the fame fanguineous putrid appearance al- 
ways prefents itfelf: Their edges are gene- 
rally ofa livid colour, and puffed up with 
excrefcences of proud flefh apne from 
below under the fkin. . | 
“ When too tight a compreffion ; is et 
in order to keep the fungus from rifing, 
they are apt to leave a gangrenous difpo- 
fition; and the member never fails to be~ 
come cedematous, painful, and for the moft 
part {pottéd. ‘ 
“ As the difeafe increates, vid at as 
_ come to fhoot out a foft bloody fungus, 
which the failors exprefs by the name of 


Bullock’s Liver; ; and indeed it has anear 


' refemblance to that fubftance when boiled, 
both in colour and confiftence.' It often 
rifes 
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rifes in a night’s time to a monftrous fize; 
and, although deftroyed by cauteries, ac 
tual or potential, or cut fmooth with a 


biftoury, in which cafe a ‘plentiful hemor-__ 


rhagy generally enfues, it is found at next 
drefling as large as ever. They continue, 
however, in this condition a confiderable 
time, without affecting the bones. 

“ The flighteft bruifes and wounds of 
- fcorbutic perfons degenerate into fuch ul- 


cers: their appearance, on whatever part of ~ 


the body, is fo fingular and uniform ; and 
they are fo eafily diftinguifhed from all 


others, by being fo remarkably putrid, 


bloody, and fungous ; that we canhot here 


but take notice of the impropriety of refer- 


ring moft of the inveterate and obftinate 
ulcers in the legs, with very different ap- 
pearances, to the {curvy *.” Lapis 


This accurate defcraption: of the {cor- 


butic ulcer comprehends almoft the whole i 


appearances ever obferved in fuch affec- 
tions. Only it may be remarked, that at 


land, unlefs in mie particular fituations, 
) se qend & 


- 


* See Lind’s Treatife on the Scurvy. 
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and from a conftant expofure to all the 
more active caufes of fcurvy, fuch invete- 
racy as is defcribed by Dr Lind is not of- 
ten met with; But in every country, and. 
none, perhaps, more frequently than in 
-fome parts of this kingdom, flighter de=_ 

grees of the fame kinds of fores very often 
occur, forming what by practitioners in 
general are termed Foul or Enea Ul- 
cers. 

In the Royal Pi of this place, 
fores of this kind are frequently met 
with, accompanied fometimes with even 
the moft charaéteriftic fymptom of fcurvy, 
foft {fpongy gums. In the: worft cafes, 
however, that I ever met with here, there 
never was the appearance of fuch a high 
degree of putrefcency in the fyftem as we 
are told happens fr es ie in long vane 
ages at fea. 

_ The reafon of this may be, that fuch 
complaints of the {corbutic kind as occur 
in this country, appear generally among the 
loweft clafs of people, and proceed rather 
from the want ofa i ciee fupply of food, 
ch | 
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than from confinement to any one kind 


that can be at all confidered as particular 
ly feptic, or as predifpofing to feurvy. 

. In fuch patients, the putrid diathefis 
| feldom ever prevails to fuch a degree as to 
- produce ulcers in parts previoufly found ; 
but it never fails to fhow itfelf in ulcers 


either already formed, or in fuch wounds — 


as happen to be inflicted while fuch a ftate 


of the fluids fubfifts. Indeed very many 
of the ulcers upon the legs, and other 
parts of the generality of our poor people, 


frequently partake, more or lefs, of the real 


f{corbutic taint; as is evident both from 


their appearances, caufes, and particularly 


from the method of cure that is found to . 
fucceed beft; a good nourifhing diet contri- 
buting more towards a cure, than all the 


applications. ufually employed. 

The immediate or proximate caufe of 
fach ulcers, as of every other fcorbutic 
fymptom, may be referred to a certain de= 


gree of putrefcency i in the fluids; which > 
again may be induced by a variety of  — 


caufes, but of which the moft material 
na: are, 
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are, living conftantly upon falt provifions ; | 


a total want of vegetables; with expofure | 


to a cold moift atmofphere. Many other 
exciting caufes of the diforder might be 
mentioned; but as this would lead to a 
more extenfive difcuffion of the fubje@ 
than is here intended, for farther infor- 
mation, Dr Lind, Sir John Pringle, Hux- 


. ham, and other authors who treat more 
~ directly on the fubje@t, may be confulted. _ 


§ 3. ‘Of the Cure of the Scorbutic Ulcer. 


TuE cure of fcorbutic oan it 1s evi- 


dent, mutt depend much upon the correc- 


tion of the putrid diathefis in the fyftem; 
for which purpofe vegetables of all ‘kinds, 
but efpecially thofe of an acefcent nature, 

with milk and whey, are found to be al- 
moft certain remedies. The different fe- 
 eretions, efpecially thofe by the fkin and 
kidneys, fhould be gently promoted: and 


as the former in a particular manner is al-_ 
moft entirely obftructed in every cafe of © 
fcurvy, the reftoring of a due perfpiration » 


is found to have a confiderable influence 
3 as in 
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in the cure; probably by carrying off many 
of the putrid particles with which the 
-fluids.in fuch cafes always abound. Gentle 
Jaxatives too, for the fame reafons, are of 
ufe; and, as fuch, Tamarinds and Cream 
of Tartar with Manna anfwer well. 

Thefe, together with a total abftinence 


from falted food, and a proper atten-— 


tion to avoid all the other exciting caufes 
of the difeafe, very commonly effect a 
cure of every fcorbutic fymptom, and 
among others, of fuch ulcers; the beft 
external applications for which are anti- 
feptics of the moft powerful kinds. Lind 
recommends Unguentum > gyptiacum, 


and Mel Rofarum acidulated with Spiritus ; 


Vitrioli. 
Thefe in general are the Pane found 


mott effectual, and which are commonly 4 


employed i in very bad cafes of {curvy; but 


ain fuch putrid ulcers as occur moft fre- — 
quently in this country, the feptic ftate of 


. the fluids, as we have obferved above, fel- 
dom advances to fuch a high degree, as to 
render it particularly neceffary to confine 
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patients to what may properly be called an 
antifcorbutic courfe. 

The common malignant or feorbutic ul- 
cer of this climate feeming, as was already 
remarked, to proceed more frequently from 

a real deficiency of food, than from any 
other circumftance; putting the patients 
by degrees upon a full allowance, with a 
daily, though moderate, proportion of fome : 
“generous wine, has always a powerful ef- 
fect in promoting their recovery. 

This, we muft obferve, is a point of 
more importance in the treatment of thefe 
ulcers than is commonly imagined, and the 
attention of practitioners ought to be more 
directed to it than is generally the cafe. 
Inftead of prefcribing medicines for the 
cure of fuch ulcers, much more advantage 
would be derived from a well-regulated 
-nourifhing diet; and efpecially when to 
this is conjoined, as we have faid, a mo- 
derate proportion of wine, or, what I have 
fr equently imagined has anfwered better, 
a proper allowance of porter or {trong 
beer. ‘The foul old ulcers of poor people 
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in every country are moft frequently int 
duced by indigence, and are kept up by 2 
real want of nourifhment. In all fuch 
cafes, therefore, the practice of hofpitals 
would probably prove more beneficial, 
by laying the ufe of internal medicines 
almoft totally .afide ; ‘and by employing 
_the favings thus produced, in furnifhing 
fuch a diet as we oes snc here recom 

mending. . | 3 
_ The Jefuits bark, however, is a remedy — 
which, in ulcers of this kind, proves fre- 
quently ufeful; it commonly indeed proves 
more farvices ble here than in any other 
fpecies of fore. When given in proper 
quantities, which are always to be deter-. 
mined by the ftate of the ftomach, it fel- 
dom fails of producing, in the courfe of a 


few days, a confiderable change for the 


better. For fuch fcorbutic ulcers as occur 
in this country, the bark indeed is almoft 
the only internal medicine that is ever ne- 
ceflary. | 
With refpect to the ufe of mercury in 
thefe kind of fores, it “ought always to be 
| «kept | 
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kept in view, that in ulcers really {corbu-= 
tic, inftead of ating as a remedy, if given 
in any confiderable quantities, it proves al- 
ways extremely hurtful. Lind, froma great 
deal of experience, fays, with refpec& to. 
this point: “ Mercury, in a truly fcorbu- 
* tic ulcer, is the moft pernicious medicine 
“that can be ufed*.” So that a proper 
diftinction between fores of this nature, 
and the feveral eruptive diforders com-= 
- monly termed Scorbutic, appears in the 
treatment to be a matter of confiderable 
importance: in the latter, mercury may 
not only be generally given with impunity, 
but in fome inftances with advantage ; 
whereas, in the former, it can never be ad- 
miniftered but with very great hazard. 
Peruvian bark, as an external applica- 
tion, too, anfwers exceedingly well in all 
fuch ulcers; pledgits dipped'in a {trong de~ 
coétion of it, and applied to the fores, have 
generally a confiderable effect in corre@ting - 
the fetor and putrefcency of the difcharge: 
But the beft application for that purpofe, 
ea get Dd * es, ; Os in 
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in chete ulcers, i is the carrot poultice, which 
when conjoined with the internal ufe of 
bark, and a proper regimen, in the courfe 
of a {hort time, generally correéts the pu- 
trefcency which prevails, fo effeually, that 
the fores being drefled for a few days long- 
er with pledgits of bafilicon and red pre- 
cipitate, with a view to procure the remo- 


val of any floughs that remain, a cure 


is afterwards commonly eafily obtained, 
merely by attending to the diretions for- 
merly laid down for the management of 
ulcers in general, and particularly to the 
introduction of an iffue, along with mode- 
rate compreflion by means of a roller. 
What has hitherto been faid with regard 
to the treatment of feorbutic ulcers, ap- 
plies, in a great meafure, with equal pro- 


priety, to all fuch-fores as are in the leaft | 


connected with a putrefcency of the fluids, 
from whatever caufes this may have been 


induced. Thus, fuch fores, as remain af- 


ter critical abfceffes that fueceed to putrid 
fevers, require the fame general method of 
treatment: and the fame may very proba- 

| _ bly 


is 


/ 
SeQ.XIL.  feorbutie Ulcer. Ly OF 


bly be found to be the moft Made at in 
thofe: produced by peftilential diforders ; 
though, as I never had an opportunity of | 
feeing the real plague, I cannot from ex- 
perience » venture to affert it. 


Sid) Cita Qin) eI: 


Obfervations on the Scrophulous U. leer. 


5 1. Of the rire and Caufes of the Scrophu- 
lous Ulcer. 


Y {crophulous wiley are meant thoft | 
fores which remain after the opening 
or burfting of fuch {wellings as appear in 
different parts of the body as fymptoms. of 
the {crophula or evil. | : 
From the frequent occurrence of {cro- 
phula, it is fuch a well-known difeafe, that 
it is almoft unneceflary here to give any 
Dd 3 — de-— 
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defeription of it. It begins with indolent, 
fomewhat hard, colourlefs tumors; which 
at firft chiefly affe& the conglobate glands 
of the neck ; but, in procefs of time, the 
cellular fubftance, ligaments of the j joints, 


and even the bones themfelves, come to 


fuffer. 

In fcrophula, the Fovelticio are much 
more moveable than thofe of the fcirrhous 

kind; they are generelly fofter, and feldom 

ateen with much pain: They are tedi- 

ous in coming to fuppuration ; are very 

apt to aGanedt fuddenly, and again torife 


in fome other part of the body. We may 


jikewife mention, as characteriftic.circum= 

{tances of this difeafe, a remarkable foft- 

nefs of the fkin, a kind of fullnefs of the 

_ face, with generally large eyes, and a very 
delicate complexion. 

~ Ulcers which appear in fcrophula feldom 

yield a good difcharge; affording, upon 


their firft appearance, a vifcid, ¢ glairy, and — 
fometimes a whitifh curdled matter, that. 


afterwards changes into a more thin wa- 


tery fanics. "The edges of the fores are 


fre- 
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frequently, though not always, painful ; 
and are conftantly very much raifed or tu- 
mefied. As long as the fcrophulows dia- 
thefis fubfifts in the conftitution, fuch ul- 
cers very often remain for a great length 
of time, without fhowing any difpofition | 
either to heal or to turn worfe; at other 
times they heal very quickly, and again 
break out in fome other part of the body. 
A variety of caufes have been mention- 
ed as tending to produce fcrophula; name- 
ly, a crude indigeftible food; bad water; 
living in damp low fituations ; its being an 
hereditary difeafe, and in fome countries 
- endemic. 
Many other caufes, too, have been enu- 
merated by authors; but we cannot pro- 
pofe to enter into a full confideration of 
them here. This, however, may be obfer- 
ved, that whatever may, in different cir- - 
cumftances, be the exciting or predifpofing 
caufes of fcrophula, the difeafe itfelf either 
depends upon, or is at leaft much conneét- 
ed with, a debility of the conftitution in 
ie and probably of the lymphatic {y- 
Dd4 {tena 
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{tem in particular; the complaint always 
firtt fhowing itfelf by fome affections of 
the latter. And that debility has at leat 
a confiderable influence in its production, 


is probable, not only from the evident nas 
ture of many of the caufes which are known | 


to be productive of {crophula, but likewife 
from fuch remedies as are found to prove 
moft ferviceable in the cure, which are all 
of a tonic invigorating nature. 


§ 2, Of the Cure of the Scrophulous U leer. | 


It was long fuppofed, that {crophula 
depended upon an acid acrimony of the 


fluids; and this, it is probable, gave rife to 
the ufe of burnt f{ponge, different kinds of 


foap, and other alkaline fubftances, as be- 


ing the beft correftors of acidity. But al- 


though a fournefs of the ftomach and pri- 
mz viz is a frequentfymptom in {erophula; 


yet this ought not by any means to beim-=- 


putedtoa general acefcency of the fluids, but 


merely to that relaxation which fo univer= 


dally prevails in this difeafe ; and this ef{pe- 
elally as it often occurs in other difeafés 
where 
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wiles no fuch acrimony has been ever fuf- 
pected. 

There is another ‘circumftance, too, 
which renders it ftill more probable that 
no kind of acrimony whatever exifts in 
fcrophula, namely, the very long continu- 
ance of matter collected in the different . 
{wellings which occur in this difeafe, with- 
out occafioning either much pain, or fhow- 
ing any tendency to corrode the furround- 
ing parts; there being many inftances of 
fuch collections fubfifting, even for years, 
- without exciting any kind of uneafinefs : 
And in fact, the feveral remedies recom- 
_ mended for the correction of fuch an acri- 
mony as-has been fuppofed to exift in fcro- 
phulous complaints, never have, at leatt 
fo far as I have feen, any influence in the 
cure. | 
Gentle mercurials are fometimes of ufe, 
as refolvents, in {crophulous fwellings; but 
nothing has ever fuch a confiderable influ- 
ence as a frequent and copious ufe of Pe- 
ruvian bark. Chalybeate and fulphureous 
waters, too, have frequently proved fer- 

viceable 
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viceable in fcrophula; and a long and con- 
‘tinued ufe of mild aperients of the fa- 
line kind has likewife had fome influence 
in refolving fuch tumors as occur in it. 
Cold bathing; too, efpecially in the fea, to-. 
gether with frequent moderate exercife, is 
often of fingular fervice; as is likewife 
change of air, particularly to a dry climate. 

With refpect to the treatment of fcro- 
phulous ulcers, as long as the general mor- 
bid diathefis continues in the fyftem, it is 
commonly in vain to attempt their cure: 
Nor would it, indeed, be always fafe; as 
the fores, when dried up in one part, very 
commonly break out fomewhere elfe; and 
they juft as readily fall upon the lungs, or 
fome organ effential to life, as on et other 
part. | 
Such inftances, indeed, are very fre-- 


quently met with, whether the fores heal ‘ 


up naturally or by the affiftance of art: 
We fhould therefore be very cautious in 
the application either of repellent or of 
drying remedies; and fhould chiefly en- 
> iia to correct the general difeafe of 

| the 
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the habit, by the ufe of fuch ftrengthen- 
ing remedies as are commonly found to 
prove moft ufeful. 

Till the difeafe is eradicated fees fie 
_ habit, all that fhould in general be done to 
the fores, is to give as free and open vents | 


_ tothe matter as poflible, fo as to prevent 


effeCtually the formation of finufes. 

The beft applications for f{crophulous 
ulcers, are the different faturnine prepa~ 
-rations: of which the watery folution of 
Saccharum Saturni, Goulard’s Cerate, and — 

Unguentum Saturninum, anfwer exceed- 
ingly well; for they tend greatly to pre- 
vent the {preading ‘of fcrophulous fores, 
which is otherwife very apt to occur, and 
to remove that inflammatory complexion 
which they fo frequently put on when re- — 
laxing applications are much employed. 

A continuation of fuch fimple dreflings 
as thefe we have recommended, is all that, 
in general, fhould be attempted, fo long 
as any diforder of the confltitution is found 
to remain. But, in fome cafes, the ulcers 
| ee {welled and painful; they dif- 
< | charge - 
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charge an acrid and corrofive matter; and 
grow otherwife fo inveterate, as to render 
other refources neceflary. i 

When thefe circumftances occur, a ca- 
rious bone may frequently be fufpected to 
be at the bottom of the fore; and then 
nature mutt be aflifted, as ach as poflible, 
in throwing off fuch parts of it as are moft 
difeafed, and that are become loofe. This, 
in many fituations, may be eafily done: 
but when the complaint fixes on any of the 
large joints, art can feldom afford much 
affiftance; and as amputation of the mem- 
ber is not, in thefe circumftances, always. 
advifeable, from the great rifk of the dif- 
-eafe returning in fome other part, nature 
alone muft generally be trufted to for a 
cure. ' z ' 
In fuch a Gisatiah therefore, as no ope- 
ration can be expected to contribute much 
to the removal of the diforder, the moft ef- | 
fectual means fhould be adopted for affift- 
ing nature in getting the better ofit. With - 
this view, a continued ufe of fea~bathing 
often proves very ferviceable: but this re- 

medy, 
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medy, in orderto have any confiderable 
effect, fhould be continued, with. proper 
“intervals, for a number of years, inftead of 
a few weeks annually, which is all that is 
commonly thought neceflary. . 

The bark, as formerly dire@ted, shrek 
_ fill be continued; and I have fometimes 
obferved very good effe&s from a con= 
junction of it with cicuta, particularly in 
procuring a proper difcharge from eae 
phulous fores. ; 

When, in courfe of time, and by pro-= 
per attention to the different circumftances 
we have mentioned, there is reafon, from 
the fores fhowing a tendency to heal, to 
hope that the general morbid difpofition. 
of the fyftem is pretty much eradicated, 
- nature is always greatly aflifted in the cure, 
and that too is rendered much more tafe, 
by the introdudtion of an iffue fomewhat 
proportioned to the difcharge yielded by 
_ the different fores, and which, when the 
ulcers have been of long dnbakG fhould 
certainly be continued for life. 

Gentle compreffion has, in the fevera} 
preceding 
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preceding fections, been recommended for 


different kinds of ulcers ; but in no {pecies 


of fore is iteither fo evidently indicated, 


or of fo much real utility, as in fcrophu- 


lous ulcers: in which that {welling and 
tumefaction, which frequently raife their 
edges to very confiderable heights, often 
prove a greater hindrance to the cure than 
any other circumftance; and which, when 


no confiderable inflammation occurs, may 


always, by gentle compreflion, be thie 
and fafely removed. 


Such, in general, is the treatment thick ‘ 


anfwers beft in fcrophulous ulcers: but as 
_ the fcrophula is one of thofe difeafes for 
which art has not as yet difcovered any 
effectual remedy, I have not attempted 


more than to point out as concifely as pof- — 
fible thofe means by which nature is beft By 


affifted in her sia iy towards acure. 
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SECTION XL 


General Corollaries palais fo the Manage- 
ment ie 0, deers. 


pec. dlawavouveas in tie prece- 
ding fections, to inveftigate every — 
point of importance relating to the diffe- 
rent fpecies of ulcers, it will not in this. 
place be confidered as improper, our exhi- 
biting, by way of conclufion, fuch general 
‘corollaries as naturally refule from what 
has been faid. : : 

1. It appears, that, except in a few in- 
ftlances, namely, in Lues Venerea, Scro- 
phula, and Scurvy, that ulcers are always 
to be confidered merely as local affeGions. 

2. That, excepting in one or other of 
~ the abovementioned diforders, the varieties 
ain oe matters difcharged by ulcers de- 

- pend 
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pend always on fome particular affection 
of the folids in the part difeafed, and not 
on any morbid ftate of the blood or other 
fluids. | 

_ 3. That ulcers appear to be fetal or 
_ prejudicial to the conftitution, not by the 
quality of the matter afforded by them, 
but by the quantity: And accordingly, 
that the cure of even the oldeft fore is ren- 
dered perfectly fafe by the introduction 
and prefervation of fuch an iffue as will 


yield the fame quantity of fluids which the _ 


fyftem has, by means of the ulcer, been 
accuftomed to throw off. 

4. That, in the cure of ulcers, the firft 
circumftance to be determined, is, whe- 
ther they are to be confidered as general 


or topical complaints. If they appear to 


be of the former kind, fuch remedies muft 
be adminiftered as are known to be: mot 
effectual for the correction of the difeafe 
with which they happen to be connected; 
in other refpeéts, the treatment of fuch 
fores is nearly the fame with thofe origi-. 
nally of an unmixed fimple nature. | 


ta 5. That: 
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5+ That, in the topical treatment of ul-. 


ers of every kind, the principal obje& to 
be kept in view, is, to reduce them as 
mearly as poffible to the ftate of fimple 
purulent fores; for which purpofe the dif= 
ferent remedies have been pointed out in 
the feveral preceding feétions. | 

6. That when ulcers are once reduced 
to the fimple f ate above-mentioned, their 
farther treatment, in general, becomes a 


very eafy matter; ds the cure is then to | 


be entirely effeGted by a proper attention to 
the three following circumftances, : 

—ift, To the introdudtion of an iffue, as 
was lately. obferved; of fuch a fize as may 
carry off nearly the fame quantity of fluids 


which the fyftem has, by means of the - 


fore, been accuftomed to throw off, 
2d, To the prefervation of the matter 
in a purulent form, the feveral means for 
owhich have been already fully pointed out; 
but the principal of thefe, it may be rex 
marked, are, The avoiding every kind of 
irritation, by ufing the mildeft dreflings 
only; and preferving, in the parts affe€ted, 
a praper degree of heat, 


Ee 3d, To 
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3d, To the application of gentlé com-_ 
preffion, not only upon the ulcer itfelf, but 
on the neighbouring found parts alfo. — 
We have taken various opportunities, in 
-the courfe of this work, to recommend the 
‘application of preffure in the cure of ul- 
cers. In addition to what we have already — 
faid upon this point, we think it neceflary 
to obferve, that this remedy is not as yet 
fufficiently known, otherwife it would be 
more generally employed. Thofe who 
have not feen it ufed, would fcarcely give 
credit to the accounts we could give of its 
univerfal utility in the cure of fores; but 
from much, experience of its effects in al- 
moft every {pecies « of fore, we can venture 
to aflert, that thofe who have not employed 
it, have deprived their patients of the moft 
powerful application which has hitherto 
been invented for the cure of ulcers. | 
Thefe are, in fhort, the principal cir= 
cumftances to be kept in view in the ma- 
nagement of ulcers; and which, in dif- — 
ferent parts of the preceding fesuenh have 
been more fully explained. : 


CHI- 


me = 


doememooes - POOMOOLOOOSOBOGOS peor 


CHIRURGICAL 


ges yA i ‘e 


PAR T. Il. 


Obfervations on. WHITE SWELLiNes of 


the Jonze. 


SECTION 1, 


Of the Symptoms and Canfes of W, bite | 
ah 


»§ 1. General Remarks on White Swellings. | 


“HERE are not, probably; many dif+ 
orders to which the human body is 
liable, which prove either of worfe con- 


fequences to patients, or that are lefs un- 
Ee2 derftood 
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derftood by practitioners, hall white {well 
ings of the joints; infomuch that, when- 
ever the difeafe is thoroughly formed, it 
is in general confidered as incurable. _ 
This ought certainly to be a very ftrong 
stiles ene with every practitioner for 
carrying his refearches with refpect to it 
as far as poffible; and will, it is hoped, be 
a fufficient apology for eis following ob- 
fervations; which, merely by pointing out 
defeats, although no material improvement» » 
fhould be fuggefted, may excite others to 
more fuccefsful inquiries. Ifthis fhould, - 
‘an any degree, be the refult of the follow- 
ing remarks, I fhall always confider the 
time beftowed on them as hayuns been. 
ufefully employed. 
‘The term White Swelling has com- 
monly been applied to fuch enlargements 
of the joints as are not attended with ex- 
ternal inflammation or difcolouration of 
the fkin and common teguments ;_ the 
a‘ only fymptoms which at firft commonly 
take place, being a greater or lefs degree 
- of. {welling, with a deep-feated pain. In 
a pee of the difeate, indeed, the 
: 4 whole 
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whole furrounding parts come to be fo 
much affected, that inflammation i is at laft 
communicated to the fkin itfelf; and 
when this terminates in ab{ceffes and con- 
fequent ulcerations, it is not at all un= 
common to find a great many openings 
furrounding the whole j joints | that are fo 
difeafed. 

Though there are, , by diderene writers, 
feveral detached obfervations upon this 
complaint *; yet no regular account has _ 
ever been given of it, farther than what 
may be met with in general differcations 
on difeafes of the bones, which have al- 
ways been confidered as the principal feat 


_ of fuch diforders, r 


§ 2. Different Species of White Swellings. 


THERE feem evidently to be two diffe- 
rent {pecies of white fwellings, entirely 
| Ee 3  diftinet 
“eee Moniro’ S Works, 4to, Edin. 1781, p. 460. and | 


_a paper by Dr Simpfon in Vol. IV. of Edinburgh Medi- 


cal Effays.—See alfo a paper on this fubject, inferted in. 
a Collection of Pathological Inquiries and Obfervations 


_ in Surgery, by Richard Brown Cheiton, eargcon to the 


Glocefter Infirmary. 
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diftin@ from one another; and as the one 
is of a much milder nature than the other, 
and very frequently admits of palliation, 


and fometimes even of complete cures, 


which the other never does, it would feem 
to be a matter of importance fo to charac- 
terife the different varieties, that the one 


may be eafily and certainly diftinguifhed 


from the other. 
In this, however, as in many other dif- 


eafes, the complaint has frequently been of 


confiderable ftanding before pradtitioners 


are called in: So that although, if feen - 


from the beginning, and through all its 
different ftages, it might generally be 
eafily enough known of what particular 
nature the diforder in reality is; yet, when 

it is far advanced, and when an exact hi- 
| {tory of the fymptoms cannot be obtained 
from patients themfelves, it is often 1 im-~ 


poffible to makevany accurate or certain 


diftinétion ; the fymptoms of both fpecies 


being in the: latter ftages of the pes 


. 


| commonly very fimilar. 

’ When this, however, is not the cafe, and 
a ‘pradiitioner is called in before the fymp- 
toms 
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toms have made any great progrefs, he 
may commonly, with a little attention, 
form almoft a certain judgment of the na- 
ture of the complaint. And, as I have had 
many opportunities of feeing every {pecies 
of the diforder, in all its ftages, 1 propofe, 
firft, To give as exact an account as poffi- 
ble of the rife and progrefs of the different 
fymptoms in each fpecies; then to mén- 
tion the feveral appearances of the joints, 
‘which in each of them are obferved on dif- 
fection, with the moft common exciting 
and predifpofing caufes of the diforder ; 
and, Jaftly, 1 fhall enumerate the i dacpns 
remedies that I have known ufed for it, 
with their feveral effects. 

Swellings of this nature, it may be re- 
marked, occur in every joint of the body; 
~ but much more frequently in the large'than 
in the fmaller joints: Thus, at leaft, rwice 
as many are met with in the sais and ankle 
joints, as in all the reft of the body befides. 


ee: 3-_ Of the Symptoms of the firft, or Rb jeumatic 
Species of Waite Sz welling. a 


Tue firft, and wubiat may. be confider 4 
Ee4 as 
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as the moft fimple, {pecies of the difeafe, 
begins with an acute pain, which feems 
to be diffufed over the whole joint, and 
frequently even extends along the tendi-> 
nous aponeurotic expanfions of fuch muf- 
cles as are connected with it. There i 1S, 
from the beginning, an uniform {welling 
of the whole furrounding teguments, which 


in different patients is in very different de-~ 


grecs; but it is always fo confiderable as to 
occafion an evident difference in point of 
fize- between the difeafed and found joint 
of the oppofite fide: A confiderable ten- 
fion generally prevails; but there is feldom, 

in this period of the diforder, any abt 9 
difcolouration. 

The patient, from the commencement 
of the difeafe, fuffers much pain from the 
motion of the joint; and always find- 
ing it eafieft in a relaxed pofture, «keeps it 


accordingly conftantly bent; which gene- 
rally in every fituation, but more efpecially. 


in the knee, produces a ftiffnefs or kind of 
_ rigidity in all the flexor tendons of the 

limb, 
This ree of the seit has is 
many. 


= 
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many been confidered as an original fymp- 
tom of the diforder; but when duly at- 
tended to, it will always be found to be 
rather- a confequence of the difeafe, and to 
have arifen from the above-mentioned 
caufe. In confequence, too, of the total 
want of motion, which from this circum- 
{tance is always produced, fuch joints in a 


very fhort time generally become quite. 


ftiff and immoveable, and feem frequently 
to be in a flate of poner and real 
anchylofes. 

If the diforder, either by nature or by 
the effects of proper remedies, is not now 
carried off, the fwelling, which originally 
was not perhaps very confiderable, begins 


gradually to augment, and goes on till it 


fometimes increafes to twice, or even thiricg 
the natural fize of the part. 

The’cuticular veins become turgid and 
varicofe; the limb below the {welling de- 
cays confiderably in its flefhy mufcular 


fubftance, at the fame time that it fre- 
quently acquires an equality in point of. 


thicknefs, by becoming cedematous; the 


en turns more peri 4 efpecially . 


when 
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when the patient is warm in bed or is 
otherwife heated; and abfcefles form in 
different parts of the fwelling, and run in 


all different dire¢tions, whilft at the fame _ 


time they frequently do not appear to 

communicate with one another, — 
In all thefe abfcefles, a Au@uation ofa a 
fluid, upon preflure, is generally evident, 
as is the cafe in every collection of matter 
not very deep feated: but, independently 
of the fluctuation, all fuch fwellings afford 
a very peculiar elaftic feel; yielding to 
prefflure, at the fame time that. ‘they do 
not, like cedematous. fwellings, retain the 
mark, but inftantly rife again as ai as 
the preffure is removed, 

Thefe different collections, cithii upon 
breaking of themfelves, or on being laid 
open, difcharge cohGaudy quantities of 
matter, which at firft is generally puru- 
lent, and of a pretty good confiftence: it 
foon, however, degenerates into a thin fe- 
tid l-digelted fanies; and has never, at 
Jeaft in proportion to thé quantity dif- 
charged, any remarkable influence in re- 


SERBS the fize of the fwellings, which 
fill 
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ftill retain nearly their former dimen- 
fions. | | ’ 
If the orifices from whence fich mat- 
ters flow are not by art kept open, they 
very foon heal up; and new colleions 
forming in different parts, again break 
out and heal as before: So that, in long- 
continued diforders of this kind, the whole | 
furrounding teguments are often entirely 
covered with cicatrices that remain after 

fuch ulcers. 
Long before the diforder has arrived at 
this ftate, the patient’s health has gene- 
rally fuffered confiderably; firft, from the 
violence of the pain, which is often fo 
great, as to take away entirely both fleep 
and appetite ; and then, from the abforp- _ 
tion of matter into the fyftem, which al- 
ways takes place in fome degree from its 
firft formation in the different abfcefles ; 
~ butwhich, indeed, neverappears foevident- 
ly, till the feveral collections either burft | 
of themfelves, .or are by incifion laid open; 
when a quick pulfe, night-{weats, and a 
weakening diarrhoea, always certainly oc- 
cur; and generally, at laft, carry off the 
patient, 
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patient, if the member be not amputated, 
or if a cure of the diforder be not other- 
wife effected. 

Thefe are the feveral fymptoms oP this 
{pecies of white fwelling, in all its differ- 
ent’ ftages. We fhall now, as was propo- 
fed, enumerate the appearances which in 
sentra are obferved on diffe@ting fuch 
- {welled joints after amputation of the 
member, | 


§ 4. eau pen on Diffection, in the Be 
matic Species of White Swelling. 


~ In fome cafes, the pain, even in this {pe- 
cies of the complaint, is from the beginning 
fo violent, that practitioners are led at once 
to conclude it to be of the worft and moft 


ca a mals 


incurable kind: And patients, rather than ; 


fuffer a long continuance of fuch a tor- 
ment as it 1s often attended with, and after 
all remain uncertain whether a cureis to be 
obtained, frequently prefer the immediate 
amputation of the member. : 


_ Several fuch inftances I have feen, wine | 


the operation has been performed in very 


“y periods of the diforder. In all of 
thefe, 
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thefe, the only preternatural affeCtion ob= 
ferved on laying open the fwellings, was, 
_aconfiderable morbid thicknefs of the fur- 
rounding ligaments, without any difeafe 
of the joint whatever; the bones and car- 
tilages always remaining perfectly found, 
and the fynovia in a natural condition both 
as to quantity and confiftence. 

_ This thickening of the ligaments, tho’ 
an general it appears in a greater or lefs 
degree according as the complaint has 
been of longer or fhorter duration, yet we 
do not find that it always does fo; for in 
fome recent inftances, the ligaments have 
appeared more difeafed than in others 
where the diforder had continued longer: 
In the former, indeed, the fymptoms were 
always found to have been very violent. . 

In the more advanced ftages of the dif- 
order, when abfcefles have formed in dif- 
ferent parts; when the pain has been long 
very violent, with great addition of {well- 
ing; on laying open the parts, the thick- 
ening of the ligaments is then found to be 
more confiderable, and is generally, if nor 
always, attended with an effufion, into the 

fur- 
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furrounding cellular fubftance, of a thick 
glairy matter, which appears to be the 
caufe of that elaftic feel peculiar to fuch 
fwellings i taken notice Biv in 4 
defcription, 

The different abfceffes or eiliarions of 
matter are found to run in various direc~ 
‘tions through this glairy albuminous con- 
geftion, without, however, feeming to mix 
with it. In fome few inftances, again, 
together with colleGtions of pus, a great 
many fimall hydatides are obferved; and 
in the farther progrefs of the diforder, all - 
thefe together form fuch a confufed mafs 
of different matters and fubftances, that it 
is almoft impoflible, by diffe@tion, to pro- 
cure a more diftinG view of them; than 
what prefents itfelf on their piss being laid 
Oper yee" ae WES: Se ay 

Even all thefe appearances I have met 
with, without any affection of the bones 
of the joint; which, together with the 
furrounding cartilages, upon cutting thro’ 
the capfular ligaracnts, remained perfeCtly 
found. | 

When, however by a very. long ghd 
a nuance 


— SeQiTs Caufes of White Swellings, 4ae 


nuance of the complaint, thefe ligaments, 
come to be corroded by the different col- 
- JeGions of matter, the cartilages, and in 
confequence the bones, are very foon 
brought to fuffer; the latter becoming ca= 
rious, as foon as the former, by the acri« 
mony of the matter, have been abraded: » 

~The tendons of the flexor mutfcles, 
which are always in this difeafe, as was al- 
ready mentioned, very ftiff and much con- 
tracted, do not, upon. diffeCtion, exhibit 
any evidently morbid appearances, either 
with refpect to hardnefs or enlargement. 
We fhall now, as was propofed, give a 
-defcription of the other oe of the dif» 
leh 


§ Ei Of the Symptoms of the more inveterate or 
Scrophulous Species of White Swelling. — 


In this fpecies of the difeafe, the pain is 
generally more acute than in the other ; 
and, inftead of being diffufed, itis more 
confined to a particular {pot, moft fre- 
quently to the very middle of the joint. 

. “pm ee In 
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In fome inftances; I have known the paé 
tients fay, they could cover. ‘the whole 
pained part with a crown=piece or lefs. 
The fwelling is at firft commonly very 
inconfiderable; in fo much that; on fomé 
occafions, even when. the pain has been 
very violent, little difference, in point of 
fize, could be obferved between the dif- 
eafed joint and the oppofite found one: » 
In thjs, as in the other {pecies of the dif 


eafe, the leaft degree of motion always _ 


gives very great pain; fo that the joint 
being here too conftantly kept in a bent 
pofition, ftiffnefs and rigidity of the ten= 
dons come likewife foon to be produced. | 

As the diforder advances, the pain turns 
more violent, and the {welling becomes 
more confiderable, with an evident en- 
largement of the ends_ of fuch bones as 
compofe the joints. __ 

In procefs of time, the tumor acquires 
that elaftic feel formerly taken notice of, 


varicofe veins appear over its furface, and | 


collections of matter occur in different parts 
gi IU: + Thefe, upon burfting or being laid 
open, 


&.- 
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open, . difcharge confiderable quantities 
-fometimes of a purulent-like matter, but 
moft frequently of a thin fetid fanies; and 
if a probe be introduced, and can be pafled 
to the bottom of the fores, the bones are 
found carious, and pieces of them are often 
difcharged at the openings. © | 
On the farther continuance of the dif- 
order, the conftitution comes here likewife 
to fuffer as in the firft {pecies of the dif- 
eafe; and a diarrhoea with night-fweats 
commencing, the patient, though natu-~ 
tally perhaps of the fulleft habit, is reduced 
by lofs of flefh to the moft extreme weak- 
_ mieisy: 


§ 6. i amped obferved on D iffeAion, | in the 
| Scrophulous Species of White Swelling. 


WHEN fuch joints are diffected, either 
after death, or after amputation of the 
member in the firft ftages of the diforder,, 
the foft parts feem to be very little affected: 
but in all, even the flighteft that I had ever 
an opportunity of feeyng, there was con- 
ftantly obferved, an enlargement either of 
the whole ends of the bones, or of their 
FE epiphyfes ; 
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epiphyfes ; frequently of thofe on one fide 
of the joint only; in others, again, ay 
bones on both fides have been affected. 

‘This enlargement fometimes occurs with- 
out any other evident difeafe: but in ge- 
neral, and always in a more advanced ftate 
of the complaint, the foft fpongy parts of 
fuch bones are found to be diffelved into _ 
athin, fluid, fetid matter; and that too, 
in fome cafes, without the cartilages which 
furround them feeming tobe muchaffeAed. 
In procefs of time, however, the cartilages 
come likewife to be diffolved; and then 
the different matters, namely, the diffol- 
ved bones and fofter parts, mixed all to- 
gether, exhibit, when fuch {wellings are 
laid open, a fLaot confufed collection 
than is generally obferved even in the 
worfe ftages of the other {pecies of the dif- 
order. 

Although it was beeen lave in hie 
early periods of the complaint, the fur- — 
rounding foft parts do not always appear. 
to be much affected; yet, in its farther 
progrefs, they likewife are generally brought 
to fuffer. The ligaments become thick- 


Awa , ened’. - 
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ened, and the contiguous cellular mém- 
_ brane filled with that vifcid glairy kind of 

matter we mentioned when ee of 
the rai bees of the diforder.- 


5 7. Of the Caufes of White t Secling! of the 
~ Foints. i 


Havine hits given a particular account 
_of the different appearances generally ob= 
| ferved in both fpecies of white {welling, 
we come now, in courfe, to the confidera- 

tion of the different caufes which tend to 

- produce them: And, to go on in the fame 
order with the defcriptions that have been 
given, we fhall firft enumerate thofe that 
are particularly connected with that which 
we termed the firft or rheumatic wth 
of the diforder. 

- All fuch ftrains may be cientened as 

caufes, as particularly affect the ligaments 
_of the joints, fo as to produce inflamma- 
~ tion; likewife bruifes, luxations of the 
bones, and in fhort every derangement 
which can in any degree be a with - 

“ that effect, le 
Ffa i A 
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A rheumatic ite Gio or Phiantiess ase 
it is termed, may here too be taken 1 notice 
of as a principal caufe of this fpecies. of - 
white {welling ; for, in every rheumatic 
affection, the parts moft liable to be at- 
tacked are the ligaments of the joints, and 
other deep-feated membranes. The dif- 
orders occurring moft frequently in the 
large joints, efpecially i in the knee, is a 
{trong argument too for fuppofing that the 
rheumatic difpofition has a confiderable 
influence in its production ; for it is well 


known, that rheumatifm, in its moft evi- 


dent form, does really more frequently 
attack the larger joints than any of the 
{maller: And, in faét, we find this {pecies 
of white fwelling occurs more frequently 
in young plethoric people,’ in whom the 
rheumatic diathefis moft frequently pre= 
vails, than it ever does in thofe of an op- 
pofite temperament. 
That it is thé ligaments of the joints — 
_ only which are firft affe€ted in this difor-\. 
der, is from: the hiftory of the diffections — 
rendered evident; thefe, in the firft ftages 
of the peofoplaine, being almoft the only 
parts 
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parts that are found difeafed. OThe efits 
fions, into the cellular membrane, of that 
thick glairy matter we havetaken notice of, 
are probably occafioned by an exfudation 
from the veffels of thofe lizaments that have 
been originally inflamed, as it is known 
that fuch parts never furnith a proper fluid 
for the formation of purulent matter: In 
the courfe of the difeafe, indeed, abfceffes 
‘containing real pus do always appear; but 
never till inflammation has been commu- 
nicated to the furrounding parts, which 
more readily afford a fluid proper for this 
purpofe. 

I would therefore, upon the whole, con- 
clude, that this {pecies of white {welling 
is at firft always occafioned by an in- 
flammatory or rheumatic affection of the 
ligaments of fuch joints as it attacks, from 
whatever caufe fuch inflammation may ori- 
ginally have proceeded. 

The other {pecies of the diforder, from 
all the fym ptoms enumerated, and from the 
different appearances on diffection, feems 
evidently to be originally an affection of 
che bones; the furrounding foft parts co- 

ih Se ming 
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ming only to fuffer in the progrefs of the 
difeafe, from their connection with and : Vie 
_ cinity to thefe. . ‘ 

This {pecies of white farellini very fe 
dom occurs as the confequence of any €X- 
ternal, accident. It generally begins with- 
out the patient’s being in the leaft able to 
account for it. From the effects ufually. 
produced on the bones which it attacks, it 
would appear to bea {pecies of the real fpi- 
na ventofa; and which, again, is very pro- — 
- bably a difeafe of the fame nature in the ~ 


bones that fcrophula is of the foft parts. — 


Indeed, the appearances of the two difor= 
_ ders, after making allowances for their dif- 
ferent fituations,. are exceedingly fimilar : 
they both begin with confiderable enlarge- 
-ments or f{wellings of the parts they in- 
vade ; which afterwards in both, too, ge- 
nerally end in evident ulcerations; and 
they both likewife frequently occur in the 
fame perfon, and at the fame time. | 
Tt # likewife gbferved, that this fpecies 
of white {welling is generally either attend- 
ed with other evident fymptoms of fcro- 
phula fubfifting at the time; or that the ~ 
patient 
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Went in an earlier period of life has been 
fubje& to that difeafe; or, what is nearly ~ 
the fame, that he is defended from {cro- 
phulous parents, and confequently moft 
probably has the feeds of that difeafe lurk- 
ing in his conftitution. 

From all thefe banenhaidnces shi it may I 
think with probability be concluded, that 
this {fpecies of white {welling is commonly, 
if not always, of a fcrophulous nature: 
And as it has already been fhown, that the 
other fpecies of the diforder is to be confi- 
dered as an inflammatory, or what we have 
termed a Rheumatic, affection; and a tho- 
rough diftinction of the two different fpe- 
cies being, in the treatment, a matter of 
much importance; it will not here be im- 
proper to give a fhort enumeration of the 
feveral diagnoftic or moft charadteniiie 
{ymptoms of each. | 


as 8. Diagn. 


Tue. pain in the white {welling from. a 
rheumatic difpofition, is always, as was 
formerly remarked, from the beginning, 
diffufed over the whole joint, and on'fome 

Ff 4  .  occafions 
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occafions rpande even a confiderable way 
along the mufcles that are attached to it - 
Whereas, in the other f{pecies of the difor- 
der, the pain is not only always at firft, but 
fometimes even when the complaint has 
been of confiderable ftanding, confined to 
avery fmall circumfcribed {pace. 

In the former, the {welling is always 
confined to the foft parts, and is from the 
beginning exceedingly evident: but, in the 
Jacter, there is feldom for fome time any 
perceptible fwelling; and when it does 
more fenfibly appear, the bones are found | 
evidently to be the parts chiefly affected, 
the furrounding teguments coming only 
to fuffer on the ees pie eek of the dif- 

eafe. 

AL: hefe are the chief local differences of 
the two fpecies of this diforder; but fome 
affiftance in the diftin@ion may ikewete 
obtained, from confidering the general ha-~ 
bit of the patient, and the manner in which 
the complaint may ro to have been ‘ o- 
duced. : 

» Thus, whtn fuch fwellings occur os 
young, flrong, sige people, and efpe- 

STE IN ' pockally 
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cially in thofe who have formerly been fub- _ 

ject to rheumati{m; whether they have been 
the immediate confequences of external 
accidents or not, they will moft probably 
always prove to be of the mildeft or rheu- 
matic fpecies of the diforder. 

Whereas, when fwellings of this nature 
appear in fuch patients as are otherwife evi- 
dently of fcrophulous difpofitions; where, — 
together with a fine {kin and delicate com- 
plexion, there are either, on examination, 
found to be hardened glands in the neck, 
arm-pits, or inguina; or it is difcovered 
that the patient may be liable to fuch com- 
plaints from inheritance; when either any 
or all of thefe circumftances occur, and if 
the diforder has begun in the manner for- 

-merly defcribed, without any evident ex- : 
ternal caufe, we need be under very little. 
doubt in concluding it to we of a Sid aga 
lous nature. | 
~The great utility of pripery agin guiths 
ing the two different {pecies of white {well- 
ing appears in no circumftance fo evident 
as in the treatment: In the one, there is 
fome chance, by proper remedies, of being 
3 : fer- 
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viceable to the patient; whereas in the 
| other, ViZ. in the {crophulous, i it is Not pro- 
bable that art will ever be able to afford 
match! sapyiilsehhy 


SECTION IL. 


Of the Treatment of White Swellings, — 


§ I. Of. the Efetts of an Ansipblopftic Courfe 7 in: 
_ the Rhetmatic Species of White Swelling. 


Tr the eee white pace as it is. 
always at firft evidently of an inflam- 
matory nature, confiderable advantages 
are commonly obtained by a due attention 
to a proper antiphlogiftic courfe. 

The firft remedy which, with this view, 
- fhould be employed, is blood-letting; but, 
inftead of general {evacuations from the 


arm or clfewhere, it proves always more 
effectual 
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efleiual to take the blood immediately 
from the part affeted. Cupping and fca- . 
rifying is here a. principal remedy. The 
inftrument fhould be applied to’each fide 
of the difeafed joint; on each fide of the 
rotula, for inftance, when the knee is the 
part affected; at leaft eight or ten ounces 
of blood fhould be difcharged ; and this 
fhould be repeated at proper intervals, once, 
twice, or oftener, according to the vio- 
lence of the anaes and {tate of the pa- 
tient’s ftreneth at the time. 

In the ordinary way of Ailsbse cine jaly 
an ounce or two of blood by this opera- 
- tion, it has, in general, very little or no 
influence; but in the quantities mention- 
ed, which, by thofe accuftomed to the 
practice, are commonly eafily obtained, it. . 
is moft frequently attended with de con= 
fiderable effe&s, 

It muft here be obferved, dhe cupping 
is in thefe cafes much fuperior to. the ap- 
plication of leeches ;. which is not only a 
more tedious method of procuring the fame 
quantity of blood,. but the {welling occa~ 
apne by the application of any confider- 

able — 
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able number’ of them proves Frequently 
very troublefome; and, what is often of 
worfe confequence, it frequently gives an 
interruption, for a time, to the ufe of 
other remedies. In fome inftances, how- 
ever, when the {welling of the joint is con- 
fiderable, it proves difficult, or even im- 
_ practicable, to procure a fofficient quantity 
of blood by cupping: In fuch cafes, we 
are under the neceflity of applying leeches, 
which feldom fail of obtaining as much 
blood as is required. 

- Upon the anterior part of the joint, 
where the cupping-glaffes or leeches have 
not been placed, a {mall blifter fhould be 
direly applied; and the part fhould be 
kept open with iffue-ointment, till the 
wounds from whence the blood was dif- 
charged are fo far healed, that a veficatory 
may likewife be laid on one fide of the 
joint; and as foon as this is nearly healed, 
the other fide fhould be alfo bliftered. 

By thus alternately applying them, firft 
to the one fide, and then to the other, al- 
moft aconftant ftimulus is kept up; which, 


in a -feated inflammations, feems to 
have 
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have fally a more powerful Silisaacd than 
all the difcharge occafioned by blifters. 

- Gentle cooling laxatives, at proper in- 
tervals, are here of ufe too; and the pa- 
tient fhould, in every refpect, be kept upon 
a ftrict antiphlogiftic courfe, both as to 
diet and every other circumftance : of From 
a due attention to which, with a continu- 
ance of the topical treatment already re- 
commended, I have frequently obferved 
very confiderable advantages, more indeed 
than from any other remedies | had ever 
an. TNA eating of Seite in this com-= 
plaint. 

It is in the firft ftages only, however, of 

the difeafe, that fuch a courfe can probably 
be of much fervice; and in thefe, I am, 
- from experience, convinced, that it oo 
frequently effeted cures in cafes which 
otherwife would probably have proceeded 
to the laft {tages of white fwelling. 

The original inflammatory affection be- 
ing removed, drains of this kind feem to 
have little or no influence; and ought not 
now to be long perfifted in, as they tend 


to prevent the ufe of other remedies, 
which, 
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which, in an advanced ftate of the’ difeafe, 


prove commonly more efficacious. ‘ 


5 Qe : Of the Eifts of oth Fridion, and seer 
Remedies, in the more advanced Stages of White 
Swelling. ae 


‘THe End uceetare peas iotiby pone, | 


and while there are yet no appearances of 
the formation of matter, mercury I have 
fometimnes known of ufe; not given fo as 
to falivate, but merely to affect the mouth 
gently, and to keep it fomewhat fore for a 
few weeks. ye 


The beft form 4 aGaen mercury, in fiich | 


cafes, 3 is certainly by way of undétion; as 


it allows, at the fame time, of the applica=_ 


tion of fri@ion, which in all fuch fwell- 
ings may of itfelf in fome meafure be con- 
fidered as a remedy. For. this purpofe, an 


ointment of quickfilver and hog’s lard 
thould be prepared ; but. with fo {mall a 


é 


proportion of the former, that two drachms 


of the ointment may be fafely rubbed in, 
three times a-day.. In order to rub in:that 
quantity of the medicine with gentle fric- 
tion, and fo as to receive all the advantages 

Pie | that 


’ 
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that attend the practice, an*hour at leaft 
fhould be {pent each time in rubbing; for, 
however ufeful fri@ion in fuch cafes may 
be when properly applied, in the ordinary 


way of continuing the remedy for a few 

minutes only, it is not probable it ever can ~ 

have much influence, | 
Gentle mercurials, given internally, are 


here fometimes of fervice too; but, as all 
the advantages to be derived from: them 
in this form, are obtained from the ‘une= 
tion, together with any benefit ‘that’may 
enfue from the friction ufed in applying ir, 


the latter fhould certainly be preferred. 
By Le Dran, and other French writers, - 


falls of warm water on {wellings of this 
nature are much recommended; and there 
is much reafon to think, that a long con« 
tinued. and reiterated application of this 
remedy, may, in the firft ftages of thefe 


complaints, be. often. attended with) very 
iy a ae 


f a 
Fa i 


vinced ; and, from the well- nown relax- 
ing property of moifture when conjoined 
with heat, there is the greateft reafon to 
i a | imagine, 


being con- 
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imagine, that a proper application, efpe- 
cially of warm emollient fteams, will, if — 
we ever generally employed, be found to 
prove more ferviceable in diforders of this 
: kind,:than perhaps any other remedy. | 
a thoy Im the ufe of warm water in cafes of 
ae mn whi fwelling, the friction occafioned by 
Pia. iso its fall on the part, independent of every 
_other circumftance, may probably have a 
very confiderable influence: At leaft this, 
I think, is the principal effe@ which cold. 
water can, in this way, produce; I have 
known it frequently ufed, and, on fome 
occafions, with advantage. 
By a proper ufe of thefe different appli- 
' cations, namely, of the feveral topical re- 
medies in the firft or inflammatory ftate of 
the difeafe, and afterwards, but ftill be-. 
fore the formation of matter, of mercurials, 


ture have been entirely removed: But, in 
- many inftatices, when, either by the ufe of 
medicines, or by an effort of nature, the 
{welling and pain are almoft entirely, or 
even wholly removed, it frequently hap- 


| rn by the bent pofition in which the 
| limb 


fri@tion, &c. many affeCtions of this na- 
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limb has for a long time been kept, that 
the ufe of the joint comes to be entirely 
loft, as it often contracts fuch a depree | 
of ftiffnefs, that any attempts to move jt 

“are Eomaotty attended with [very great 


fpiffation, as it is termed, of the fynovia of 


bones, er 
__ Both of thefe opinions, however, I can, 
from a great number of factsy affert to be, 
in general at leaft, very ill-founded; for 
although, by an abrafion of the cartilages 
which furround the different. bones at the 
joints, an union of their extremities may 

ant Ge very 
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very readily be occafioned, and is no doubt 
on fome occafions the caufe of fuch affec- 
tions ; yet, from a variety of diffections, 
Tam convinced that it is art exceeding rare 


occurrence, and in cafes of white fwelling 


never happens but in ‘the moft ‘advanced 
ftages of the diforder: the only caufe al- 
moft of the ftiffnefs of the joints, in fuch 
cafes, being that contraéted flate of the 


flexor tendons, formerly taken notice of in 


the defcription; at leaft in nineteen cafes 
out of twenty, it feems to be fo. 
There is nothing indeed more deceiving 


‘than the feel on fuch: occafions ; ; for when | 
the diforder has been of long daibien, the 


ftiffnefs and immobility of the joint are 
generally fo confiderable, as, at firft fight, 
to make it feem very probable, or almoft 
certain, that a real conjunction of the 
bones had taken place: Many inftances of 
this I have known, which had been all 
along | confidered as real anchylofes of 
thé worft kind; but which, on diffe@ion, 
were coh (tari found to proceed merely 
from a contraéted ftate of the flexor muf- 
eles and tendons. ee 


E a : With 
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Sah refpectto the other opinion, which 
formerly prevailed fo univerfally, and 


which is ftill held by many, that affe@ions — 


of this kind generally proceed from an 
infpiffated ftate of the fynovial fluid, ic has 
for fome time been much doubted by 
many anatomifts, whether or not fuch a 
ftate of that fluid ever occurs : and from 
all the opportunities I have had of diffeq- 
ing fuch difeafed joints, | am much con- 


vinced, that it either never does take place, or 
at leaft that it is an exceeding rare o¢cur= 


rence. For, in every cafe of this kind | have 
met with, even when the difeafe had been 


of very long continuance, if the capfular ees 


gament of the joint remained undivided, f> 
that no matter from the furrounding fof 
parts got admittance, and when the ends of 


the bones were not become carious, the fy- 

novia always retained its natura] colourand 
7 Sas " rs i é P “ ; Wwe ABE 

confiftence: So that it is very probable, the 


many caufes of difeafed joints, which have 

been attributed to affections of this fluid, 

have been more founded on mere hypo- 

thefes, than on facts and experience. cae 

~ As this {tiftnefs of the joint, therefore; 
a ‘Ge 2 which 


— Done 


... 
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which to a certain degree always occurs 


in white {wellings, proceeds feldom or ne- 


ver from either of the caufes mentioned, 
which might probably both be confidered 


as incurable, but merely from a preterna- 
tural contraction of the mufcles and ten-. 


dons, we have from this circumftance 


great reafon to expect, that, in many fitua- 


tions, a good deal may be done towards 


its removal. And in fact, there is no 
doubt but that complaints of this kind, 
which often remain after every other 
fymptom of white {welling has difappear- 
ed, may, on many occafions, be removed, 
merely by a long continued ufe of emol- 
lients: feveral inftances, indeed, of this, 
I have feen, fome of which had been 
thought to be of ¥ Aha epeeies net 


i anchylofis. © 


The beft, and yaa the leaft offen- 
Aveincunclfient that can be ufed, is pure 
olive oil applied warm. As much of it as 
can be eafily confumed by an hour’s gentle 


friction, fhould be regularly rubbed in at 


leaft three times a day: and inftead of 
confining the friction cnc to the rigid 
» ss _ tendons, — 
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tendons, which is the common practice, it 
f{hould be extended over the whole muf= 


cles, even to the infertions of their other 


extremities ; but more efpecially on their 
flefhy mufcular parts, where the principal 


caufe of the continuance of fuch com- 


plaints is probably feated ; thefe parts be- 
ing chiefly, if not altogether, poffeffed of 
the contractile, and confequently. of the 
refifting, powers. _ : 

I have known ufed, too, in this com- 
plaint, as an emollient, and often with ad- 
vantage, an oil extracted from animal fub- 


ftances, known by the name of Neats-foot 


Oil: but as it is more apt to turn rancid 
than olive oil, it is not, fuch a pleafant ap- 
plication ; ; and as it is not poflefled of any 
fuperior relaxing properties, the other will 
probably, for that reafon, ae commonly 
preferred. 


The diforder now sles cifideran fa i 


namely, a ftiff joint, is fo evidently one of 
thofe which particularly require the ufe of 
emollients, that almoft every old woman 
has fome particular form or other of re- 
commending them ; one of which I can- 
| Oo al CR ae not 


a 


yy roe ‘ 
I air, « 
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not avoid mentioning, as I have frequently 


_ known it ufed, and in two cafes particu- 
larly, with very evident advantages, yiz, 


the web or omentum of a néw-killed 
fheep, or of any other animal, to be ap- 
plied over all the difeafed rye sey on 
being cut out ofthe animal, 

in the two cafes alluded to, one was in 
the knee, and the other in the hand; and 
the motion of the joints, after having been — 
totally loft, was almoft perfectly reftored, 
The application fhould be renewed as fre- 
quentlyas poffible, once a-day at-leaft, or 
oftener when it can-be done: for on be~ 
ing more than four or five hours applied, - 
it becomes difagreeable;. and, after that 


time, indeed, as it commonly turns. ftiff, 


it cannot then probably be of much fer- 
vice.’ The fame kind of remedy; ufed in 
fomewhat a different manner, | find re- 


‘commended by LIEUTAUD a. celebrated 
French practitioner *. paiyek da me 


* Mr eG fays when fpeaking. of fuch affec- ~ 
tions, “ Obvolvitur etiam pars affecta pelle calida 
vervecis, vitull, alteriufve pectdis, recens mactati, vel 
immittitur in imum ventrem bovis, vital calore haud 

| ’ de- 
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 Thave been the more particular on this 
part of the fubject, as I have often thought, 
that, with a little attention, the ufe of many 
joints might be recovered, which, from:a 
miftaken notion concerning their caufes, 
have generally from the firft. been conf 
dered as incurable. | 
"The diforder has hitherto been fuppofed 
not to be fo far advanced as to Ahave occa-~ 
fioned the formation of matter; for, when 
it is come that length, no confiderable ad-. 
vantages can be expected from any of the 
remedies we have recommended: but, even 
in this {tate of the complaint, if the pa- 
tient’s health does not abfolutely require it, 
amputation of the member fhould by no 
means be performed immediately, .as it 
moft frequently is. For, by paying atten- 
tion to open the different abfcefles foon after 
their formation, the matter may be pretty 
certainly prevented from affecting, or effen= 
tially injuring, the capfular ligaments of 
the joints; the deftruCtion of which would 
no doubt render amputation neceflary. 
Ce ee By 
. defraudate.” “Sy nonlis Univerfae Praxeos Medicze, 
Vol. Ip. 400 
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By the ufe of the feton, as was formerly 
directed in other cafes of impofthume, 
the difcharge of fuch colle&tions is cer- 
tainly and eafily effeCted; is never at 
tended with any inconvenience; and has 
fometimes been, and may ciara be, a 
means of faving many fuch ae tebebtiats. 
At leaft, when a limb is at {take, the prac- 
tice recommended is on all occafions worth 
trying: and there never, it is probable, can 
be any well-grounded objection made ta 
it, unlefs the patient’s conftitution be fo 
much reduced. as to produce much rifk - 
from any farther delay; in which. cafe, 
amputation is, no doubt, to be immedi- 
ately performed: thou gh, if fuch abfcefles 
~as accur be opened foon after their firft 
formation, there will always be fufficient 
time for obferving what advantages are to 
be obtained from the ae which is 
thus produced. | " a 
| Ie i is neceflary, however, to remark, vn 
it js in collections of matter only for which 
we here mean to recommend the ufe of 
fetons; for it frequently happens, in rheu- 
matic affections of the larger joints, that 

eapions 
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effufions of ferum take place in very con 
fiderable quantities; which, merely by the 
application of moderate fri@ion to the 
parts affected, are frequently altogether 
abforbed. ‘This, however, happens rarely 
in abf{ceffes of real purulent matter: {5 
that whenever collections of this nature 
‘occur upon a joint, they ought to be difz 
charged; and the fafeft method of effecting 
it, is undoubtedly by the introdu@ion of 
a feton. Ba 8 Pag ta ee 
With refpect to the moft proper period 
of the difeafe for amputating limbs dif- 
eafed in this manner, it may be obferved, 
that, even in point of fuccefs from the ope- 
ration, it ought never to be advifed fill the 
complaint is pretty far advanced. For 
though, 4 priori, it might be imagined, that 
the more early, in the difeafe, amputation | 
of the member is employed, the more fuc- 
cefsful it fhould prove; and although this, 
indeed, has been made ufe of as a common 
‘argument for amputating very early in 
every cafe of white fwelling; yet, however. 
plaufible the obfervation may appear, it 
will not, from experience, I am perfuaded, 
) | be 
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be found to hold good. For, in this dif- 
order efpecially,I have con{tantly obferved, 
that amputation has more frequently fuc- 
' ceeded, that is, a greater proportion of fuch 
patients have recovered from it, who ‘have 
previoufly been confiderably reduced by 
-diarrhceas and other. weakening fymptoms, 
than of fuch as have ftill remained i In a 
full plethoric habit of body. Se 
Inthe former, when the conftitution ai 
not been too much broken, and we have it 
always in our power to guard againtt its be- 


ing fo, the feveral fymptoms of he@tic fever, - 


which previoufly took place, are commonly 
removed in a very few days after the limb 


is taken off: No high inflammatory affece » 


tions are ever produced; the patient daily 
improves in his health; and a complete 


cure, if he has not been too much redu- 


ced, is generally very foon obtained. In 
- the latter again, the very reverfe of all thefe 
circumftances occurs: ‘The patient, from 
being in high health at the time of the 
operation, is generally thrown into a fmart 
inflammatory fever; which is, no doubt, 
very often removed, but which frequently 

: either 


4 
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either carries off the patient immediately, 


- or produces fuch effects as he never tho» 


roughly recovers from. - | 

So that in no cafe whatever is it pebgier 3 
to have recourfe to amputation, until every 
probable means for faving the limb has 
been tried in vain. | 

All the means we have hitherto recom= 
mended, relate particularly to the rheuma- ~ 
tic {pecies of the diforder; and when em- 
ployed in time, and duly perfitted 4 in, they 
will frequently be found of fervice: but 
when the difeafe is fo far advanced as to 
have deftroyed the capfular ligaments of 
the joint, and perhaps even the cartilages 
and bones themfelves, amputation of the 
member is then’ no doubt the only re- 
fource. 

In the more fatal {pecies of white fwell- 
ing, namely, the {crophulous, as I know 
no certain remedy for fcrophula, even in 
its milder form in the foft parts of the © 
body, 1 cannot here pretend to offer any 
thing fatisfaCtory upon the fubject. 

In the {mall joints, when the difeafed 


_ parts of the bone begin to caft off, a cure 


may 
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may be fometimes promoted by affifting the 
efforts of nature; but in all the large joints, 
particularly in the.knee and ankle, itis not 
probable that any other refource than am- 
putation will ever afford much relief. And 
even the effects of this operation can fel- 
dom be depended on as lafting: for when 
thegeneral fcrophulous difpofition till fab- 


fifts in the conftitution, the diforder will | 
moft probably appear again in fome other © 


part; which, however, in the advanced 
{tages of the difeafe, it is fometimes ne- 


ceflary to run the rifk of, the pain being. 


often fo tormenting as to make it more eli- 


gible to fubmit to any hazard rather than 


to bear it longer. 


When, however, for fome tentin or 


other, amputation is determined againft, 
by there being almoft a certainty that the 
complaint will foon return, from the {cro- 
phulous difpofition’s appearing very ftrong 
inthe fyftem, it then becomes neceflary 
to have recourfe to palliatives, fo as to ren- 
_ der the complaint as tolerable.as poflible ; 
and, with this view, opiates in large dofes, 


by moderating the pain and procuring reft, 
will, 


are | 
i; a 
. 
; 
’ a 
; 
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will, in panetal be found to be the prin= 
cipal remedy. | 

In other refpects, all fuch feneve and, 
articles of regimen as are found to prove 
beneficial in fcrophula, are advifable; but 
for thefe, as it would be foreign to the in= 
tention of this treatife to enumerate them, 
a former fection of the fecond part of this 
work, together with fuch authors as have 
written more fully on the fubjed, gets bis 
| confulted. 
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Omentum, the warm application of, ufeful in white. | 
{wel llings, ia Ole : ° N 470 
Opiates, internal ufe of, MPG in inflammation, 49 
— ufeful in wounds, ‘ ; . 49 
~~ Tecommended in cancerous diforders, ° 34. 
——— their ufe ia white fwellings,  . 476 
——-—-—— fometimes proper 1n the fimple vitiated ulcer, «223. 
See ee why commonly avoided in inflammation, 50 
Opium, as an external application, fometimes inadmif- 
fibleininflammation, =—SS—S—=«S ‘ * ay 
oll P. , . 
‘Parx, Mr, obfervations on his method of amputating — 
the ends of bones, we . 21 Wa BOS 
Perfpiration not neceflary for pelaleicn tumors, enact Wy. 
Phlegmon, definition of, iis ; : wl9. 
——--———. terminations of, “ip ° ° 19 
aoe refolution of, what, _ wb cee Wane BO 
——-——. refolution of, when to be defifted Tretpg eo onus 
————— More apt to terminate in ganhhedl in fome 
Parts than inothers, 5 ne 52 


in membranous parts « Py not cally fuppurate, ‘52 


Hh2 Poflure, 


_— 
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Poftutes: aktbabien to; recommended in the cure of ulcers,’ 216 
-Pus, definition of, , ban 9 Ha ei a i RIOR a aa ZU) 54 
different opinions: of its formation, qlee veka ik 3 
Bi Ba mot exul i in the bloods. 9 6 Socata gg 
~—— is. formed from ferum, 0%). F Poh LaE 
——Sir John Pringle’s experiments Epon; gr «TA ahaew es 
—— Mr Gaber’s experiments upon, 8 mg - é 
———— {ymptoms of its full maturation, 9 4 9)... 93 | 
Lier ate, red, .when ufeful in venerealulcers, —.. 405 
R.. i ae Ae , 
_ Regimen, directions for, in. ‘the cure of leg iGRel Sot 213) 
—incariousulcers, 9. 5 dla talon 206 
Remedies. internal, their‘ufe in cutaneous ulcers, - g's 7: 
Ref always neceflary i in the cure’ of ulcers,)") +) °° 209 . 
Rollers, flannel, recommended in the cure of oailes \eyy 7S 
 eatnti ake faturni, the: belt; ‘preparation ef taj be “ge , 
Saccharum faturni, form of afin tae oe Qi eh, Aiea, 43 


Saturnine, applications, their effects in fcrophulous ulcers; 427 
Saturni, facch combined with lac fulphuris, ofeful i in’ 


cutaneous affeCtions, A Subs tht, ign g Sieh AED, contre 4 ¥ 
Sa/ ammoniae ufeful:in gangrene, . i Me ae 
Saw, {pring, obfervations .on its ufe in removing carious 
BONES 52.800 ae Pa. a i oe OTE AR 20%): 
Sarfaparilla, decoction of, its-ufe in cutaneous ulcers, 364 
oe  ufeful along with mercury, (399 
Scalpe /,4 when neceflary i in callous ulcers, 2g me PO Mase 
Scarrifications proper in carious 'ulcersy - 9. Stor om 
——--—-—--— not néceflary-in mortification, ©) 2°" oar? 
Schirrus not an ufual confequence of inflammation, *- ~~ ~21- 5 
Scrophulous tumors, when nat to be meddled with ogg FE 
Scurvy, general remarkson, © 9.9: aga 3 408 
Sea-bathing, its ufé’in {crophulous ulcers, » meme 
Sedatives, their external application in’ inflammation," 36 
Sehomey! method of introducing, » ecient canes 85 
| L 5a Setons, 


#9 
my 
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bake prove frequently hurtful in hydrocele, Ny OMG 
— their utility i in white fwellings, recimara 
Seton recommended in the cure of the finuous ulcer 249 
Spafim, the proximate canfe of inflammation, ©. - 24 
‘Spirits, ardent, an ufeful application i in ulcers, 204 
Stimulents, their effets in gangrene, 109 
- fometimes neceffary for promoting fuppuration, 69 
Stocking, laced, its-ufe in the cure of ulcers, as hy 
aN its ufe in callous ulcers, 260° 
Styptics fometimes neceflary i in ulcers, “ 190, 207 
Sublimate, Paroles) its ufe in cutaneous affe€tions, 348 
3 its ufe in venereal ulcers, 400 
Sulphur, its efficacy in cutaneous eruptions, orga 
Sulphuris, Jac; ufeful in cutaneous affe@ions, ~ . 373 
Suppuration, fymptoms of, PM MN cea 20 
~——- definition of, ‘gills Rade : 54. 
sae fe — means of promoting, eas eG Or 
Swellings of a critical nature not to be repelled, 34 
serene white,’ diagnofis of, ° . 455. 
———_-———. fymptoms a caufes of, — aS 
ct iar erit {pecies of, i abet og 437 


—+-—. ——-— fymptoms of the rheumatic {pecies of, 430 
——-—_-____._. fy mptomsof the ferophulous fpecies of, 447 


——_————-— treatment of, : z 458 
a. T: t 
THERIAC, an application it mpangrenes i 418 
' Throat, why leper to inflammation, F >” 26 
 Trepan, its ufe i in carious ulcers, © : ° 288 
ULCER, definition of, sy Rae : 123 
Ulcers, varieties of, e ‘ ies “326 
— arrangement of, hos : Sad 127 
-——— caufes of, ; we! AS 130 
————— prognofis in, Ma ut rk ie , 13¢ 
———- may always be healed wih alety, ; (138° 
aha me Z Oleers, 
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Ufeers ibs acanhds dangerous to the meeation, Ik4 
——~— of flethy, parts, heal more eafily than sin lak 134 


— in the cure of, the effets of compreflion, — KF 
——— divifion of into different claffes, » Bi vifiegsnl a ea SO : 
——— fimple, different. Foacits of horns aah oictte SD >. . 

e—-+-— compound, different {fpecies of, + eit OS 
- remarks on the growth of new i ins 165 
— general corollaries relating to the se cai of, 431 
| ilfcer, fimple purulent, . obfervationson,' -. i ALLE 
em — fymptoms of, ip val’ 161 
~-——fimple purulent, gaufes off 8 ue) sore 9 MRO? 
on prognofis i ‘iy ote ld alan Reem: 
¥ 2 EN remarks on the cure of, ete rs 
— warm gums, baliamns &e. hurt- 
ful in, | ve ‘ = oe iG coc iti A 
———— fimple veered, obfervations on, sie sh hao. 
—————afymptoms'oh,” js Naa. i 218 
igen eee aeRO 4 Lins Totes Lae 
a propnolis ing Mey): Wis yess 220° 
pst tl Curie) Ofji iced edie cree aha ie ae 
BAT fangous, obfervationson, . = * Litilic 2B yg 
err rte AVA REG MEO ih eal atlas t 
ee Nashua: Simonet wl uate: <i ai tail tes ae a gis 7 
—-——-- cure of, tosses ay B36 

: rN obfervations ony |. e 244 ¥ 
—e fymptoms and caufes of, vy ells 
Soegensoctale ae cure of, a Meus eT so tdy silly Ay 
ee the afual method of opening, og ecgaege ‘ 
— catia: obfervations on, 2 .: 254 3 
——-————~ fymptoms and caufes of, 3 254 % 
ew cure of, : : ae Z Ur Ly Bt 

“e+ carious, obferyations on, Sesegly gtalyrn eey 262 
——-+——-—— fymptoms. and diagnofis ofp jug cegG2 
—— caufes and prognofisin, .  » 27 3 

epee nemmeen CHYE OF) i Pid aetate ..279 


ee oe 
MN Di aoe aio: 24 Oe 
eer, cutaneous, obfervations «Hla! pee asp 345 
PE ths le often conneéted with other aifeates 369 
atau: 4. CULE OF i Me PT ds Laman by, 
- venereal, obfervations on, Pac PST ES TDR SE 
po as —— varietiesof, . «=. 4 he gah 382 
eR Ea 28 A appearances of, Ha ° 386 
ge ks cure of, - ibe paar enn eat 
- Eos biltie: ‘obfetvations One say | 408 
ites fymptoms and caufes of, ° 410 
ae ca fhe, CUTS Ak tigre warty tame 4g 
eee a applications proper in, a 420 
ip aoe Acrophulous, oblervations on, yf 42 
. we —- fymptoms and caules OF 8", Splat hoagie 
an —- cureof, . edt cra en tae 
 Onguents, blunt the action of lead, nil ; 4.6 
Unguentum ‘egyptiacum,. its ufe in fcorbutic teesee 416 


—-—~ cereum, recommended in the.cure of ulcers, 194° 


ae - faturninum, i its ufe in the cutaneous ulcer, 368° 
F sg orga their ufe in the {corbutic ulcer, : 415 
WAL aos -tree, the Lbves of, Spterut in carious ulcers, 289° 
Warm water, falls of, ufeful in white {wellings, . j 463 
Water, cold, effeéts in white {wellings, Shoo 464. 
Wine, its effe&s in gangrene, _. .« oh 10g 
| Woods, cenepes of, its ufe in cutaneous hifebicans, 364 
ee ——— ufeful along with: pier "4 399. 
ZINC, its ufe i in ‘cutaneous ulcers, MB ye viv 368: 
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x. A Syftem of Surgery ; i Benjamin’ ‘Bell, Member of the Royal 


Colleges of Surgeons of Ireland and. Edinburgh, one-of the Sur- 


geons to the Royal Infirmary, and Fellow of the Royal Society of . 


Edinburgh. Iluftrated with Copperplates. Vol. I. II. IIT, and {V. 


Svo, 6s. each,. boards... This work, when completed, witha for-” 


mer volume on Ulcers, &c. by the fimes Author, will comprehend 
2 full Syftem of Modern Surgety. Thé whole to be contained in 
other two vols 8vo.- Vol. V.and VI. will be .publifhed as foon 
as poffible; which will Gomplets | the work « Any, es fold fe- 
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2. A Syftem of Anatomy, with the Phyfiélony: from Monro, Win- 
flow, Innes, Hewfon, and the latet authors, @ new edition, very 
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different pafts, and many other additions by an eminent band, with 
16 copperplates, 3.vols Jarge 8vo, in the prefs. Suppofed at 185, 
or 218. retail, 

3. The Epinsuren New Dispensatory: Containing, 1. The E- 
lements of Pharmaceutical Chemiftry. 2. The Materia ‘Medica ; 
or an alphabetical arrangement of the fubftances employed in Me- 
dicine, with an account of their virtues and ufes. 3. Pharmaceu- 
- tical Preparations.' 4. Medicinal Compofitions. * The two latter 
parts comprehending the preparations.and compofitions of the latt: 
‘London and Edinburgh Pharmacopeeias, with fuch of the old ones 
as are kept in the fhops: alfo the moft' ufeful of thofe dire&ted in 
the London Hojpitals, and in the Royal Infirmary of Edinburgh ; 


together with the moft efteemed foreign medicines, and a variety - 


of elegant extemporaneous forms. Digefted in.a regular method: 


and the different departments enriched by the introduction and ap- 


plication of, the later difcoveries. in natural hiftory, | chemiftry,. and 
medicine: With particular directions for performing the various 
proceffes ; remarks on the properties and ufes of the feveral fub- 
jets; the means of diflinguifhing fpurions fubftitutes, and of de- 
tedting adulterations, &c.; New Tables of elective attractions 
fingle and double, of antimony, mercury, &c.; and Copperplates 
of chemical and pharmaceutical inftruments. The whole being an 
improvement upon the .Difpenfatory of Dr Lewis. By C. Weblter, 
M.D. and R. Irving, M.D. Price only 7s.. 6d. neatly bound, con- 
taining 784 pages, and 6 copperplates. 

4. An Experimental Inquiry into.the Properties of Opium, and its Ef- 


fects on living Subjeéts: with Obfervations on its Hiitory, Prepa- — a 


rations, and Ufes. Being the Difputation which gained the Her- 


-, velan Prize for the Year 1875. By John Leigh, M. D. Faice as. 6d. 


“boards. _ 

s. OBSERVATIONS on the Scurvy; with a Review of he "Theo- 
ries lately advanced. on that Difeate, and the Opinions of Dr 
Milman refuted from Practice. By Thomas Trotter, a Surgeon of 


his Majefty’s Navy, and Member of the Royal Medical Society of : y 


pounbaRe In octavo, price 2s. fewed, 
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